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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


The great Juche idea founded by Comrade 
Kim I] Sung, General Secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and President 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, is 
evoking deep sympathy among the people of the 
world. 

In particular, prominent Japanese scientists and 
men of the press are assiduously studying the Juche 
idea of Comrade Kim II Sung, the respected and 
beloved leader, and presenting valuable results of 
their study through many publications, symposia 
and report meetings. 

We print here some of the articles by Japanese 
scholars carried in Japanese publications and their 
theses read at symposia. 
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WARM GREETINGS TO THE SIXTY- 
SECOND BIRTHDAY OF PRESIDENT 
KIM IL SUNG—THE OUTSTANDING 
MARXIST-LENINIST OF THE PRESENT 
ERA WHO HAS FOUNDED 
GREAT KIMILSUNGISM 


AN ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN 1974 IN THE FOURTH 
ISSUE OF JUCHE IDEA, ORGAN OF 
THE KOREAN AFFAIRS INSTITUTE, 
GUNMA PREFECTURE, JAPAN 


MARXISM-LENINISM IS A CREATIVE DOCTRINE 


Marxism-Leninism has been the guiding principle 
in the activities of Marxist-Leninist organizations in 
all countries, because it provides the working class 
with the most scientific world outlook and method of 
transforming the world and correctly represents their 
interest and fundamental requirements. Marxism- 
Leninism is not a dogma; it is a guide to action and a 
creative doctrine. It is therefore necessary to develop 
Marxism-Leninism creatively, according to the 
demands of the times, and apply it creatively, ac- 
cording to the specific conditions of each country. 
Marxism-Leninism has three main components 
—philosophy, political economy and socialism. 

Marx’s great exploit was that on the basis of the 
materialistic conception of history and the theory of 
surplus value, he scientifically elucidated the cause 
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of the emancipation of the working class for the first 
time in human history. 

Marxism consists mainly of dialectical material- 
ism, historical materialism, political economy and 
theories on class struggle, socialism and communism. 

Lenin’s great service was that he carried out 
socialist revolution for the first time in human his- 
tory by creatively developing Marxism to suit the 
realities of Russia and the changed demands of the 
time. He enriched Marxism and raised it to new 
heights chiefly in respect to: the analysis of impe- 
rialism, the proletarian dictatorship, the socialist 
economic construction, the role of the party and the 
working class and the national and colonial question. 


THE PRESENT ERA IS AN ERA OF JUCHE 


The present era, one century after Marx’s and 
50 years after Lenin’s, has undergone a great change 
both in the subjective demands of the working class 
and in the objective situation. The present era is a 
revolutionary era in which socialism is triumphing 
on a worldwide scale while imperialism is collapsing 
at last. 

The present era is an era of independence in 
which the communist movement has become the 
general trend of the time and the party and working 
class of every country are waging their revolutionary 
struggle independently, to meet the realities of their 
own country, without relying on large countries. 

The present era is a new era in which ten and 
more socialist countries where the socialist revolu- 
tion already triumphed have entered the stage of 
building communist society which one has never 
done in human history. 
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And the present era is an era when in capitalist 
society, in Japan in particular, social demands have 
grown and all people demand greater well-being as 
human aspirations increase and the productive forces 
develop. The present era is precisely an era of Juche 
in which independence, not subjugation, and pro- 
gress, not retrogression, have become the irresistible 
trend of the time. 


GREAT KIMILSUNGISM IS CREATED BY 
PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG 


Reflecting the interests of ithe working class and 
the demands of the time, the great revolutionary 
leader President Kim Il Sung, a genius borne by 
mankind and an outstanding thinker and theoreti- 
cian, created Kimilsungism, the Marxism-Leninism 
of our era. 


The President was born into the most revolu- 
tionary family on April 15, 1912. He was class- 
conscious from childhood. 


The President organized and waged the anti- 
Japanese armed struggle after making preparations 
for years since he embarked upon the road of revolu- 
tionary struggle at the age of 14. 


The President created the Juche idea and estab- 
lished the greatest revolutionary traditions in the 
course of the unprecedentedly arduous anti-Japanese 
revolutionary struggle which lasted 15 long years. 


He embodied the Juche idea and _ created 
Kimilsungism whose quintessence is the Juche idea, 
while triumphantly leading democratic construction 
after liberation, the fierce three-year-long Fatherland 
Liberation War and socialist construction. 


KIMILSUNGISM IS A TEXTBOOK WHOSE 
JUDICIOUSNESS HAS BEEN 
SUBSTANTIATED IN PRACTICE 


Immortal Kimilsungism founded and systematized 
by the President provides the most scientific stand 
and method in cognizing and transforming nature 
and society; it supplies the most correct idea, theory, 
strategy and tactics in solving all problems arising 
in revolutionary struggle; it represents the most 
refined system, method and style of leading the 
masses. 

Kimilsungism is not a mere inheritance and de- 
velopment of Marxism-Leninism. It has brought 
about a great revolutionary turn in the sphere of 
human ideology; it is a true textbook of struggle and 
life in our age, whose validity and invincible vitality 
have been fully testified in practice. 

With the creation of great Kimilsungism the 
road of revolution is wide open and all the progres- 
sive people of the world have come to possess a 
bright militant banner and powerful ideo-theoretical 
weapon of revolutionary struggle, with which to 
vigorously step up the advance of mankind. 


KIMILSUNGISM IS BASED ON 
THE JUCHE IDEA 


The whole ideo-theoretical system of great 
Kimilsungism is pervaded with the immortal Juche 
idea. 

For the first time in history the Juche idea proved 
the great truth that independence is man’s nature, 
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and, on this basis, it formulated a profound philo- 
sophical basic principle that man is the master of 
everything and decides everything, and expounded 
the fundamental demand of human activity that the 
greatest importance be attached to man _ in<all 
aspects and everything be geared to serve him. 

Starting from this basic principle, the Juche 
idea teaches us the great truth that one is responsible 
for one’s own destiny and that the power to shape one’s 
own destiny, too, is in oneself; it demands us to keep 
the stand and attitude of masters in revolutionary 
struggle and to think and behave independently and 
creatively, giving the primary importance to our 
own revolutionary struggle. As seen above, the Juche 
idea enunciates the basic stand and method to be 
maintained in revolutionary struggle, as well as the 
revolutionary world outlook which puts trust in man 
and attaches the utmost importance to him, and the 
ideological viewpoint which lays main stress on the 
revolution of one’s own country. 


THE MOST PROFOUND AND RICH SYSTEM OF 
KiMILSUNGISM 


The system of Kimilsungism whose essence is 
the Juche idea is the most profound, scientific rev- 
olutionary ideo-theoretical system human history 
has ever seen. 

It contains a great wealth of thoughts and theori- 
es including the Juche philosophy. 

It covers an unusually wide range of problems: 
on the essence and formation of revolutionary tra- 
ditions and their inheritance and development; on 
the ways and means to establish a revolutionary 
government, the preparatory and decisive periods of 
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revolution, the formation of revolutionary forces, 
the principle and tactics for the guidance of mass 
struggle and the united front movement and other 
strategical and tactical questions arising in revolu- 
tionary struggle; on the method and style of work; 
on the party’s leadership and the monolithic ideolog- 
ical system, the laying of the organizational-ideolog- 
ical foundation for the founding of a party, the 
building of a mass-based party and the fundamentals 
of party work; on the analysis of the characteristics 
of the present era and of the war strategy of impe- 
rialism; on the development of the international 
communist movement, on world revolution and 
socialist revolution in one country and the questions 
on the strategy and tactics for world revolution; on 
the period of transition from capitalism to socialism, 
the demarcation line of the transitional period, the 
transitional period and the proletarian dictatorship, 
the combination of the proletarian dictatorship with 
the proletarian democracy and on the state of the 
proletarian dictatorship; on the basic motive power 
and source of the development of socialist society, 
the socialist transformation of production relations, 
the building of the socialist economy, on socialist 
agriculture, socialist literature, arts, education, lan- 
guage and constitution and the general line of so- 
cialist construction; on the theory of scientific com- 
munism, war and military affairs, the national-liber- 
ation, people’s democratic revolution, the revolution 
in a divided country, ete. 


TO STUDY AND MASTER KIMILSUNGISM 
IS THE TREND OF THE PRESENT ERA 


Today great Kimilsungism has gripped the hearts 
of hundreds of millions of the world’s people as an 
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international thought of oir age, displaying its 
unshakable material force. 

The study of Marxism was in vogue in the mid- 
19th century and Leninism was a widely accepted 
belief at the beginning of the 20th century. Now the 
study of Kimilsungism has become a powerful, ir- 
resistible trend of the time. 


THE VITALITY OF KIMILSUNGISM WHICH 
HAS STRUCK ITS ROOTS ALSO IN JAPAN 


Our activities to study great Kimilsungism were 
also a process of creatively applying it to the realities 
of Japan and fully demonstrating its judiciousness 
and vitality. 

By studying and grasping Kimilsungism, we have 
freed ourselves gradually from the venom of dogma- 
tism, revisionism and all other “Left” and Right op- 
portunism, to say nothing of the old bourgeois ideas, 
gained a correct, deep understanding of Marxism- 
Leninism and had the very bright, scientific pros- 
pects of future Japan. 

Relying on the organizations based on comradely 
trust, we are bringing about revolutionary changes 
first in our ideology and life, and, step by step, ex- 
panding our influence to our families, offices and 
schools. 

Our mode of thinking and action has changed 
from the old individualist and egoist to the collec- 
tivist one and from the old negative and passive to 
the positive and active one. 

Now accustomed to live for the good of the people 
and the development of our future, we are striving 
with might and main to change the capitalist society 
full of contradictions and build a socialist-communist 
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society, the ideal of mankind. The great zeal to carry 
out any task with willing devotion in defiance of all 
hardships is spreading far and wide in all move- 
ments throughout the country. 

Great Kimilsungism is a vital guarantee for the 
building of a new Japan. It will serve as the footstone. 


WORLD HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE JUCHE IDEA 


Kuriki Yasunobu 


HEAD OF THE “SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF 

PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG’S WORKS” AT SENSHU 

UNIVERSITY AND ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 
THE UNIVERSITY 


FOREWORD 


The Juche idea founded by President Kim I Sung 
through the creative application of the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism to suit Korea’s historical condi- 
tions and national peculiarities is a guiding theoret- 
ical system in the new stage of world history, which 
has universality for the revolution not only in the 
former colonial dependent countries including Korea 
but also in the imperialist countries. 

The Juche idea is the Marxism-Leninism of the 
present day, that has highly developed Marxist- 
Leninist theory as well as the theories and tactics of 
the international communist movement in an era in 
which moribund capitalism—imperialism—is over- 
thrown and the society in which the masses of the peo- 
ple are made its masters is built, in an era in which 
world revolution is carried out by the Communists 
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and the masses of the people of each country from 
the standpoint of Juche, on the basis of independence 
of each nation and each people. 

The fundamental characteristics of the Juche 
idea are: first, it elucidated the interrelation between 
man as the main subject and the infrastructure 
and, above all, firmly embedded and perfectly for- 
mulated in the system of Marxism-Leninism the 
theory that has great respect for man and attaches 
importance to subjective conditions; second, it firmly 
embedded the principle of independence and self- 
reliance of a nation in the system of Marxism- 
Leninism, clarifying the necessity of revolution in a 
single country and the correlation between world 
revolution and the revolution in each country. These 
two—the main constituent and nation—were the 
hitherto unsolved problems of Marxism-Leninism, 
they were the realms which had even been regarded 
as the weak points. For the first time the Juche idea 
gave all-round, systematic and correct answers to 
them. 

Moreover, it augmented the vitality of Marxism- 
Leninism and developed it creatively in keeping with 
the requirements of the new stage of world history, 
the new stage of the development of the international 
communist movement. Herein lies the reason why 
the Juche idea has a world historic significance. 

In discussing the world historic significance of the 
Juche idea it must be noted that there is something 
which especially the Japanese people cannot overlook. 
It is that the Juche idea, which places man above 
anything else and regards man as the most powerful 
being, and the Japanese capitalist system of ignoring 
man represent the two extremes. Capitalism, by na- 
ture, is the system of inhuman exploitation and self- 
estrangement under which money, machinery and 
the like are respected more than man and regarded 
as powerful beings. Capitalist Japan, among others, 
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is a country which rapidly reached a high level of 
development by denying, even from the bourgeois 
point of view, the fundamental human rights of the 
masses of the people, as well as human beings. The 
most inhuman system that has only attained a high 
level of the forces of material production on the 
foundation of Asiatic backwardness—this is the 
structural feature of capitalist Japan. 

As can be seen in public pollution and noticeable 
inadequacy of social maintenance, this feature has 
not been fundamentally changed in spite of a certain 
degree of “democratization” following the Second 
World War. The relation between the two extremes 
is by no means accidental. They are historically re- 
lated in the light of the fact that Japan, Asia’s only 
highly-developed capitalism or imperialism, invaded 
a nation, a state, and completely colonized it and 
plundered it—and it was Korea—and that the Juche 
idea was originated by President Kim [1 Sung while 
leading the struggle of the Korean Communists and 
people against colonial rule and for national libera- 
tion and revolution. This fact we cannot ignore. I am 
sure that one can take a truly correct class and aca- 
demic approach of inquiry in the study of the Juche 
idea only when one has a clear understanding of the 
fact that, along with US imperialism, the Japanese 
imperialists-militarists, who had ruled Korea for 
36 years and are again invading its southern half 
today with US imperialist backing, are the enemy of 
the masses of the people of Japan and the immediate 
object they must overthrow. For us, therefore, it will 
be an unavoidable task to study the concrete and 
historical process of the emergence and development 
of the Juche idea in relation to the Japanese impe- 
rialists’ invasion of Korea. 

Basing myself on this viewpoint, I am going to 
make here only general reference to the world his- 
toric significance of the Juche idea. So, my essay is 
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no more than an introduction to the study of the 
Juche idea. 


1. ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CREATION OF 
THE JUCHE IDEA IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
MARXIST-LENINIST THEORY 


The Juche idea created by President Kim Il Sung 
is an all-round formulation in the system of Marxism- 
Leninism of the theory that respects man and at- 
taches primary importance to the subjective condi- 
tions; it is an ideological system that creatively de- 
veloped Marxist-Leninist theory. This is the first 
aspect of the world historic significance of the Juche 
idea. 

Of the basis of the Juche idea President 
Kim ll Sung says as follows: 

“The basis of the Juche idea is that man is the 
master of all things and the decisive factor in every- 
thing. Remaking nature and society is also for people 
and it is work done by them. Man is the most precious 
treasure in the world and he is also the most power- 
ful.” (Answers to the Questions Raised by Foreign Journal- 
ists, Eng. ed., 1974, p. 294.) 

How creatively the Juche idea has developed the 
Marxist-Leninist theory on the restoration and ac- 
quisition of man’s independence and creativity, on 
the emancipation of man, is typically manifested in 
the theory on the three major tasks of the technical 
revolution which were proposed by President 
Kim Il Sung at the Fifth Congress of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea and are now being carried out under 
the Six-Year Plan. 

The technical revolution, along with the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat, is one of the basic tasks 
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in socialist revolution and construction. Nevertheless, 
the technical revolution had previously been raised 
only in order to lay the material foundation of so- 
cialism and communism by increasing productive 
forces. 

In regard to this, President Kim Il Sung made it 
clear for the first time that the aim of the technical 
revolution lies in the “emancipation of all the work- 
ing people from backbreaking work.” 

President Kim I] Sung said: 

“We proposed the three major tasks of the tech- 
nical revolution as our goal in emancipating our peo- 
ple from arduous labour.... This clearly testifies to 
our Party’s consistent standpoint that economic con- 
struction or technical revolution should not be design- 
ed for its own sake but should serve as the means 
to provide the people with fruitful lives as the mas- 
ters of the state and society. Attaching the greatest 
importance to people in every respect and serving 
them—this is precisely the requirement of the Juche 
idea.” (Ibid., p. 293.) 

Man’s essential characteristic is that he is a social 
being to whom independence and creativity are vital. 
These are the nature inherent in man and the basic 
condition for man’s existence as a human being. Yet 
they have been ruthlessly trampled underfoot by the 
ruling classes over thousands of years. It must be 
particularly noted that, despite the fact that man’s 
labour that produces material wealth is indispen- 
sable to the existence of every society and human 
life, it has even been regarded as a synonym for 
suffering and pain. 

And the revolution by which the people _ seize 
power provides a decisive condition for recovering 
independence and creativity which are man’s nature. 
However, with the seizure of power alone it is impos- 
sible to exalt man’s independence and creativity to 
the full and in an all-round way. Because various fet- 
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ters of class society and restraints of nature on the 
masses of the people still remain deep-seated, the 
liberation of the people from those fetters and re- 
straints makes it imperative to carry out the technical 
revolution aimed at “emancipation from backbreak- 
ing work” in the course of work and life. It is because 
only this revolution will provide concrete condi- 
tions for it. 

The question of emancipation of women, for 
instance, had previously been considered to have 
been completely solved once they are freed from the 
exploitation and oppression of class society by guar- 
anteeing them the equal social rights and _ status 
with men. This, of course, is the first, decisive step 
to the fundamental solution of the question. How- 
ever, even after this, the difference in equality in re- 
lation to men remains in family lives. Only after the 
elimination of this difference, that is, only after the 
emancipation of women from the heavy burden of 
household work, will concrete conditions be created 
for their all-round emancipation. 

Moreover, narrowing down the difference between 
heavy and light work and the distinction between 
the peasants and the workers and freeing people 
from backbreaking inhuman labour in the course of 
work means recovering Juche—and this is more 
fundamental—and restoring independence and 
creativity. Because man not only produces things for 
his existence through his labour but also is the being 
that creates man himself. The formation of Juche 
or the dualization of man himself, by which he deter- 
mines his purpose and directs his activity to its 
realization, is the basis for the creation of man who 
influences nature. The “emancipation from 
backbreaking work” means to regain this basis. 

Therefore, it is only by the “emancipation from 
backbreaking work” that a definite, concrete guaran- 
tee is given to the condition for enabling man to 
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display his independence and creativity in labour 
which forms the basis, namely, the condition for the 
masses of the people to become the masters of 
themselves. 

Marxism was supposed to be the first to elucidate 
that man is the most fundamental factor of the pro- 
ductive forces. Nevertheless, one should say, the 
main trend of Marxian economics had shown an 
objectivist tendency that attaches importance to 
machinery which is the objective condition of the 
productive forces. 

A subject raised by Lenin in his late years— 
that of studying the Capital in coordination with 
Marx’s early theory which can be called the mate- 
rialistic adaptation of the Hegelian logic—in spite of 
the correct orientation, had not gone beyond the 
limits of abstract discussion and had not yet been 
grasped systematically and synthetically. 

On the other hand, the restraints persisting even 
after the triumph of the socialist revolution as the 
residues of the old society provided a certain back- 
ground for the rise of an idealistic view that ir- 
respective of social institutions, the machine 
industry is an “estranged labour” and that “labour 
has no future.” However, President Kim I] Sung’s 
Juche idea, his theory on “emancipation from 
backbreaking work” in particular, not only has 
completely refuted these deviations but also helped 
to establish a correct viewpoint on the questions of 
the process of work and the productive forces in 
socialist construction. 

As we see, by establishing a correct viewpoint on 
the productive forces, the viewpoint that the purpose 
of the technical revolution in the process of socialist 
construction is ‘to emancipate all the working people 
from backbreaking work”, President Kim Il Sung 
built up a scientific system of logic with regard to the 
material foundation of socialism. The conception of 
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this foundation had previously been confined to 
electrification and the production of large-size 
machinery or the distribution according to work 
done. But it was now extremely concretized by the 
standards such as the liberation of the workers from 
heavy labour, the elevation of the peasants’ lives and 
their working conditions to those of the urban 
workers and the emancipation of women from the 
heavy burden of household chores. And it was made 
clear that the level of the development of the pro- 
ductive forces and the structure of these forces as 
well as the structure of reproduction-circulation and 
industrial composition, which guarantee these stand- 
ards, form the very contents of the material basis 
of socialism. 

President Kim Il Sung elucidated that man’s 
independence and creativity are recovered througn 
the seizure of the ideological and material fortresses, 
that it would be mistaken to try to seize the material 
fortress only without taking the ideological fortress, 
that the material fortress cannot be seized without 
occupying the ideological fortress, and that attach- 
ing the greatest importance to the ideological revolu- 
tion does not mean that the technical and cultural 
revolutions can be neglected. 

Now, the aspect of the Juche idea that attaches 
importance to the subjective conditions is more 
concretely expressed in the very original conception 
with regard to economic policies. For example, the 
decisive condition for agricultural cooperation does 
not lie in the modern technical equipment of agri- 
culture; it is sought in whether or not agricultural 
cooperation is raised as the vital demand of the 
peasants themselves and whether or not the revolu- 
tionary force which will carry it out is prepared. 

The technical revolution and economic construc- 
tion based on the Juche idea are aimed at guarantee- 
ing independence and creativity to the masses of 
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the people as the true masters of socialism, from the 
very beginning of the process of labour and the work- 
ing life. This is the question of making the masses 
of the people the real executors of the proletarian 
dictatorship, another main pillar in the socialist rev- 
olution and construction. That is to say, it is a vital 
question of raising the status of the masses of the 
people to that of the masters of society and making 
the proletarian dictatorship their own in the true 
sense of the term. 

Of course, it does not mean that there are not 
contradictions in their course of gaining independen- 
ce and creativity. 

President Kim Il Sung most concisely describes 
these contradictions as follows: 

“You may say that the independent stand is con- 
cerned with defence of the rights of the master and 
discharging the responsibility as such, whereas the 
creative stand concerns the development of the role 
of the people, the masters, in remaking nature and 
reconstructing society.” (Ibid., p. 290.) 

This analysis of the formation of Juche, which 
was made for the first time by President Kim I] Sung, 
further developed Marxism-Leninism and increased 
its vitality. 

It is noteworthy here that as regards the contra- 
dictions under socialism, i.e., the distinctions between 
industrial and agricultural labour, between the 
burden of male and female labour and between 
physical and mental labour, the first two will basical- 
ly be eliminated by the fulfilment of three major 
tasks of the technical revolution in the stage of so- 
cialism and that the elimination of the latter will be 
raised in an all-round way in the higher phase of 
communism. In other words, it is made clear that 
the class struggle in communist society will be 
centred on the contradiction between physical and 
mental labour. 
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Concerning this, President Kim I] Sung says: 

“In socialist society the productive forces have 
not developed to such an extent that each person 
works according to his abilities and each receives ac- 
cording to his needs. And not all people possess so 
great a collectivist spirit as to value and take re- 
sponsible care of state properties like their own.... 
Even those who are educated enough do not care so 
much about’ the affairs of other state bodies or 
enterprises as about their own affairs.... Under 
socialism labour has become, of course, an honour- 
able and worthwhile thing, but not yet life’s prime re- 
quirement as in communist society.”’ (Kim Il Sung, 
Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, pp. 307-08.) 

Thus he gives a fundamental and principled 
elucidation to the limits of socialist society. 

The above quotation also teaches what communist 
society is like. We have believed that we have had 
some idea of communist society through the de- 
finition that it is a society where people work accord- 
ing to their abilities and receive according to their 
needs. But if our understanding is confined to this, 
it is no more than an objectivistic and economist 
grasp. It is clearly stated in that quotation that such 
a definition shows only one aspect and that the indis- 
pensable condition is the transformation of the mass- 
es of the people into men of communist type, along 
with the attainment of a high level of the productive 
forces. Namely, all the workers will at least reach 
the level of today’s engineers or above so as to elimi- 
nate the difference between physical and mental 
labour, all-round automation will be achieved so as 
to produce an abundant wealth and, at the same 
time, labour itself will become life’s prime require- 
ment and the delight of creation will be firmly guar- 
anteed for the workers. A society in which these 
conditions are materialized for all people—this is 
precisely a communist society. 
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Then, how did Marx and Lenin view the question 
of man as the main subject, which forms the kernel 
of the Juche idea created by President Kim Il Sung? 

By formulating the well-known materialistic con- 
cept of history, Marx for the first time established a 
scientifically correct viewpoint on the interaction 
between the infrastructure and the superstructure. 
However, Marx’s theory on man as the main subject, 
when viewed mainly in relation to his study on it in 
his early years and his immortal work the Capital 
which made a scientific analysis of the infrastructure 
under capitalism, could not be adequately formulated 
as a unique system in spite of its rich substance. 

Accordingly, though Marx and Engels advanced 
the theory of communism for the first time in history 
and put much stress on its economic aspect, they got 
no further than general reference to its ideological 
aspect. This is because they were handicapped by 
historic limitations: they had no experience in actual 
socialist revolution and construction, they were alive 
before the advent of monopoly capitalism, impe- 
rialism, they were active in the advanced capitalist 
countries and studied communism under the condi- 
tions of these countries. Hence, they believed that 
the proletarian revolution would break out in capi- 
talist countries in succession and almost simulta- 
neously and that world revolution would triumph 
fairly soon; they viewed that if the dictatorship of the 
proletariat was established in a single country and 
the means of production were nationalized, the build- 
ing of the material basis for communism would not 
take so long a time. Therefore, they considered that 
the period of transition from capitalism to com- 
munism would be considerably short. This was be- 
cause they failed to clearly foresee that the residue 
of class society in the realms of man’s ideology and 
consciousness would hinder the building of com- 
munism. Marx made it basically clear that the pro- 
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cess of capital accumulation in capitalist society 
would bring up the working class and that education 
alone could elevate man’s general knowledge and 
train him to be a free man—Communist. But he 
pointed this out only in general, abstract terms. 

Lenin also failed to give a concrete, systematic 
and clear exposition of the need for the state of the 
proletarian dictatorship to carry out a thoroughgo- 
ing ideological revolution. He only regarded the 
communist Saturday labour precisely as the basis of 
communism, and could not fully systematize the 
theory on the remoulding of the intelligentsia into 
Communists, which, according to him, would take a 
different path. 

In the new stage in which world revolution is 
going on in a concrete form in each country, while 
actually pushing forward the revolution and construc- 
tion in a former colonial country, President 
Kim Il Sung has established a unique system, the 
Juche idea, based on the logic of man as the main 
constituent, thereby fully grasping the relation 
between man as the main subject and the infrastruc- 
ture as a whole. As a result, he clearly formulated 
that the formation of men of communist type is 
another, more fundamental factor for communist 
society. 

Furthermore, he enunciated theoretically and 
politically each stage of development from the anti- 
imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution to 
communism and the main link in the chain of the 
revolution and construction in that stage, and thus 
made clear what was the main link the masses of the 
people should grasp in a given stage and how. 

In other words, the milestones have been specifi- 
cally established: the people will be liberated from 
exploitation and oppression through the seizure of 
power, then emancipated from backbreaking labour 
in the stage of socialist construction, and the dif- 
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ference between physical and mental labour be elim- 
inated in the stage of communism. 

With the presentation of these basic milestones, 
communist society, which was described by Marx as 
a free world and whose embryo was discovered by 
Lenin in the communist Saturday labour, has been 
more concretely and systematically put forward be- 
fore the whole mankind. This has been done by the 
Juche idea created by President Kim I] Sung. Herein 
is concentrically expressed the first aspect of the 
world historic significance of the Juche idea. 


2. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CREATION OF THE 
JUCHE IDEA IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 
AND ITS STRATEGY AND TACTICS 


Another aspect of the world historic significance 
of the Juche idea is that it has greatly advanced the 
theory, strategy and tactics of revolution and construc- 
tion to meet the inevitable requirements of the in- 
ternational communist movement in its new stage of 
development. Here I am going to touch on only two 
points—the theory on the revolution in a single 
country and the anti-imperialist, national-liberation 
struggle—which are most fundamental. 


(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF THE THEORY ON REVOLUTION 
IN A SINGLE COUNTRY—REVOLUTION 
BY NATIONAL UNIT 


Starting from the conception that the revolution 
in each country can triumph only on the basis of the 
establishment of Juche by the Communists and the 
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popular masses of that country, the Juche idea for 
the first time formulated a perfect theory on revolu- 
tion in a single country in relation to world revolu- 
tion. 

President Kim II] Sung says that the substance and 
historic significance of the Juche idea lie in the rev- 
olution in each country, the revolution by national 
unit. Here is his concise explanation: “To establish 
Juche means, in a word, to approach revolution and 
construction in one’s own country with the attitude 
of a master. This means adhering to the independent 
stand of rejecting dependence on others and of using 
one’s own brains, believing in one’s own strength 
and displaying the revolutionary spirit of self-reli- 
ance, thus solving all problems for oneself on one’s 
own responsibility. It also means maintaining the 
creative stand of opposing dogmatism and of applying 
the universal principles of Marxism-Leninism togeth- 
er with the experiences of other countries to suit 
the historical conditions and national peculiarities of 
one’s own country. The Juche idea is in full agree- 
ment with the fundamental principles of Marxism- 
Leninism; it came into being as a reflection of the 
new stage of development of the international com- 
munist movement and its essential requirements.” 
(Ibid., pp. 500-01.) 

In this respect, Marx established the materialistic 
conception of history and the theory of scientific com- 
munism; he developed the theory of world revolu- 
tion, having advanced capitalist countries in his mind. 
He pointed out in the Communist Manifesto that the 
proletariat of each country should first eliminate the 
bourgeoisie of their country. Theoretically, however, 
he insisted on world revolution. This was based on a 
theoretical conclusion that the building of communist 
society would be inevitably linked with world rev- 
olution, because he believed that the period of tran- 
sition from capitalism to communism would be fairly 
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short. Accordingly, we should say that as far as com- 
munist revolution and the building of communism 
are concerned, his theory on world revolution is 
basically valid and correct still today. However, on 
account of the historical conditions of his days, i.e., 
the limitations that made the socialist revolution 
and construction practically impossible, he could not 
consider that the struggle of the proletariat of each 
country for power would take quite a long time, and 
thus failed to further systematize a theory of rela- 
tionship between the seizure of power in each country 
and world revolution. 

Lenin led the socialist revolution to victory for 
the first time in history. But, in view of the reality 
of world revolution which did not go as had been ex- 
pected, he on the one hand affirmed the revolution 
in each country, saying that the development of capi- 
talism was so uneven in each country that the so- 
cialist revolution could not simultaneously triumph 
in all countries, and, on the other, pointed out that 
history would not develop so smoothly as to get the 
revolution to mature in all countries. Lenin organized 
the Comintern to prepare for world revolution and, at 
the same time, intended to forward the revolution 
and construction in a single country, Russia, until the 
socialist revolution would successively triumph in 
other countries. His line was correct from a realistic 
point of view, but he passed away too early before he 
could theorize the relationship between world revolu- 
tion and the revolution in a single country. 

The Juche idea which systematized the theoreti- 
cal and historical necessity of the revolution in each 
country—the revolution by national unit—is by no 
means national communism; on the contrary, it fur- 
ther concretized and developed Marx and Lenin’s 
theory of world revolution, and thus elucidated the 
theoretical and strategical coordination of the rev- 
olution in each country with world revolution. 
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First, President Kim Il Sung pointed out the ne- 
cessity of learning from and utilizing the experience 
and achievements of the international communist 
movement for the sake of the revolution in one’s own 
country. He said: 

“We must learn from the good experiences of all 
the socialist countries. 

“The important thing is to know what we are 
learning for. The aim we pursue in learning is to 
turn the advanced experience of the Soviet Union 
and other socialist countries to good account in our 
Korean revolutien.’? (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. 
ed., Vol. I, p. 591.) 

Secondly, in the crucible of the anti-Japanese 
armed struggle in the 1930’s President Kim I] Sung 
pointed out that: a) the revolution in each country 
is a link in the chain of world revolution and its 
component part; b) the revolution in each country is 
carried out with the powerful assistance of the 
world’s revolutionary forces; c) but, no matter how 
great the assistance of the international revolution- 
ary forces may be, the decisive factor contributing 
to the victory of the revolution in each country lies 
in all respects in the Communists and popular masses 
of that country. 

This is a strategic understanding that the main 
force of the revolution in each country comprises the 
Communists and popular masses of that nation and 
that the international revolutionary forces constitute 
the rear or the supporting army. 

Thirdly, President Kim I Sung also carried for- 
ward Marx’s theory that communist society is built as 
world revolution proceeds and made clear that this 
process, that is, the socialist revolution and construc- 
tion, will be carried out in a different way in each 
country. 

And fourthly, President Kim Il Sung pointed out 
that at the present stage in which the revolution is 
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actually carried out with each country, each people 
as the unit and the dictatorship of the proletariat is 
being formed, this dictatorship cannot be abolished 
and that the withering away of the state cannot even 
be mentioned as long as imperialism remains in the 
world. Thus the relationship between the revolu- 
tion in each country and world revolution has been 
further clarified. 

Today, in Japan, too, we are witnessing the emer- 
gence of the trends to dogmatism or “Left” idealism, 
which links world revolution at the stage of com- 
munism propounded by Marx directly with the so- 
cialist revolution, ignoring the stage of the seizure 
of power by the proletariat and socialist construc- 
tion. But we should say that these “Left”? deviations 
have been completely shattered by President 
Kim Il Sung’s coordinated grasp of the revolution 
in each country and world revolution. 

As President Kim I] Sung points out, the revolu- 
tion in each country—the revolution by national 
unit—is the reflection of a new stage of the develop- 
ment of the international communist movement and 
its inevitable requirement. Namely, in the 1930's 
imperialism entered a new, more serious stage of 
crisis and, at the same time, an era was ushered in 
when the revolution was carried out in each country, 
i.e., by national unit, as a result of the expansion af 
the revolutionary forces in each country which made 
it possible for each country, each nation to carry out 
its own revolution. This is precisely the advancement 
and concretization of world revolution. The Juche 
idea accurately grasped this demand of the time and 
theorized and systematized it. 

The Seventh Congress of the Comintern in 1935 
adopted a resolution to the effect that in view of the 
specific conditions and peculiarities of each country, 
no direct interference should be made, in principle, 
in the organizational work of each Communist Party. 
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On May 15, 1943, the Presidium of the Executive 
Committee of the Comintern decided on the dissolu- 
tion of the Comintern in accordance with the growth 
and complication of the labour movement in each 
country. Although this was ascribable to the problem 
of international united front against fascism, it was, 
fundamentally speaking, a reflection of the fact that 
the world had entered the stage in which the revolu- 
tion was carried out independently by each country, 
each nation as the unit. The Comintern did not make 
an adequate and active theoretical analysis and 
political appraisal of this point. However, President 
Kim li Sung has positively elucidated for the first 
time in the world that the revolution should be car- 
ried out with a national state as the unit in the new 
stage of the international communist movement and 
created the Juche idea. 


(2) ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MARXIST-LENINIST 
THEORY ON NATIONAL-LIBERATION 
STRUGGLE IN COLONIES 


By founding the Juche’ idea, President 
Kim Il Sung formulated the theory on revolution in 
each country, revolution by national unit and, at the 
same time, consummated for the first time the 
Marxist-Leninist theory on the _ anti-imperialist, 
national-liberation struggle in colonies which is the 
basis of that revolution and, furthermore, perfected 
the theory on continuous revolution—from socialist 
to communist revolution. 

In the past it had been considered that colonial 
nations could be liberated only when the proletarian 
revolution was won in imperialist countries where 
capitalism was highly developed. 

In the wake of the Russian revolution following 
the First World War the flames of revolution enve- 
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loped Europe with Germany as the centre. Meanwhile, 
the flames of national liberation started to spread 
through the colonial, semi-colonial and dependent 
countries which had been suffering from imperialist 
aggression, repression and plunder. Colonial rule 
already became a sort of burden for British impe- 
rialism and entered the phase of retrocession. The 
March First Independence Movement broke out in 
Korea in 1919 and the May Fourth Movement in 
China in the same year against the Asian aggression 
by rapidly expanding Japanese imperialism. Since the 
1930’s the full-scale anti-imperialist, national-libera- 
tion struggle developed in many Asian countries. 

Lenin foresaw that the main arena of the interna- 
tional communist movement was moving from 
Europe to Asia, and that the struggle of the prole- 
tariat in imperialist countries was switching over to 
the national-liberation struggle in colonial and de- 
pendent countries. 

He said as follows: ‘“‘The period of the awakening 
of the East in the contemporary revolution is being 
succeeded by a period in which all the Eastern peo- 
ples will participate in deciding the destiny of the 
whole world, so as not to be simply objects of the 
enrichment of others. The peoples of the East are 
becoming alive to the need for practical action, the 
need for every nation to take part in shaping the 
destiny of all mankind.” (Lenin, Collected Works, Eng. 
ed., Vol. XXX, p. 160.) 

Lenin hit the nail on the head. 

It was President Kim Il Sung, and the Korean 
Communists who had fought under his leadership, 
who set forth for the first time in history the most 
correct line of anti-imperialist, national-liberation 
struggle in the new stage of the international com- 
munist movement, that is, in the stage where the 
anti-imperialist, national-liberation struggle in Asia 
became the centre of world revolution. 
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In June 1930 President Kim Il Sung analysed the 
previous Korean communist movement and §anti- 
Japanese, national-liberation struggle and advanced 
an independent revolutional line and strategy for the 
Korean revolution on the basis of the Juche idea. He 
said to this effect: 

We are Koreans by nationality and Korean young 
people. We, the Korean youth, cannot merely sit back 
and remain onlookers while our beautiful land and 
beloved compatriots, our brothers and sisters, are 
being trodden underfoot and persecuted by the 
Japanese imperialists. We must drive them from our 
soil, liberate Korea and win independence. But we 
cannot stop there. We are Communists. Communists 
cannot leave untouched the evil landlords and capi- 
talists who oppress and exploit the proletarian mass- 
es. 

We, therefore, must overthrow the capitalist 
system and build a socialist and communist society, 
the long-cherished desire of the proletarian masses. 
These two revolutionary tasks are not foreign to 
each other. To carry out the proletarian revolution, 
it is essential above all to crush Japanese imperialism 
and achieve the liberation and independence of Ko- 
rea, and then build a socialist and communist society 
in our land and help carry out the world revolution 
as well. (Short Biography of Kim Il Sung, Eng. ed., Vol. 1, 
pp. 53-54.) 

President Kim Il Sung made it clear that the Ko- 
rean revolution was anti-imperialist, anti-feudal and 
democratic in character, and that its immediate tasx 
was to defeat Japanese imperialism and achieve na- 
tional liberation and independence. 

Despite Lenin’s correct policy with national inde- 
pendence as the principle, the national-colonial ques- 
tion had assumed a general, abstract aspect in the 
international communist movement. Therefore, at the 
Second Congress of the Comintern, M. N. Roy, attach- 
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ing great importance to the class relations of a na- 
tion, had a supplementary thesis on the national and 
colonial question adopted. But he himself committed 
qa Trotskyite, dogmatic error, emphasizing the pe- 
culiarities of colonies. On the contrary, President 
Kim I] Sung enunciated an original conception of 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution 
for the first time in the world and properly bound 
the tasks of the two revolutions—the national libera- 
tion and the democratic revolution. 

The struggle for national sovereignty and inde- 
pendence against the territorial division and national 
split of Korea caused by the US imnerialists’ occupa- 
tion of the southern half following the Second World 
War has been the acutest part of the struggle against 
US and other imperialism, the common enemy of the 
whole world’s people. 

President Kim I] Sung set forth the five-point 
proposition for the independent peaceful reunifica- 
tion of the country—a new, original line—and defin- 
ed the withdrawal of US imperialism and _ other 
outside forces as the prerequisite to reunification. 
He pointed out that the south Korean people are the 
main force in liberating the southern half and made 
it clear that the independent peaceful reunification 
and the south Korean revolution were two different 
problems. He thereby took the initiative, smashing 
the machinations of US imperialism and its puppet 
clique. This is the creative development in the new 
situation of the line pursued after the anti-imperi- 
alist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution. 

Needless to say, this initiative has been possible 
because of a strong factor: in the northern half there 
is the unshakable unity of the people who love and 
respect President Kim I] Sung as their leader and 
the entire people striving for national reunification 
have made and are making the most exemplary and 
progressive achievements in the world through all 
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spheres, on the basis of the leaping development of 
the country into a brilliant socialist industrial state 
in only 14 years. 

President Kim Il Sung also advanced the entirely 
original idea of uninterrupted revolution, continuous 
revolution that even after the carrying out of the 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democratic revolution, 
it is necessary to continue revolution so as to carry 
on socialist and communist revolutions and strive for 
world revolution. He said: 

“When we have fulfilled the tasks of the anti- 
imperialist, anti-feudal revolution it does not mean 
that we will have completed the revolution. Having 
carried out the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal, democrat- 
ic revolution, we Communists must continue the rev- 
olution and build a veritable paradise of socialism 
and communism in this country, free from oppres- 
sion and exploitation.” (The Tasks of Korean Communists, 
Eng. ed., p. 21.) 

This idea of continuous revolution foresees that 
the socialist revolution and construction and _ the 
communist revolution can be carried out without 
going through capitalism, thus defying the old con- 
cept that revolutionary conditions are provided only 
when capitalism is so highly developed as to form the 
working class. Namely, they are carried out not at 
the stage of Asiatic stagnation as Marx once put it, 
but at the stage where capitalism has become rotten 
and moribund, a stage where it can no longer make 
any progress but tends to turn back the wheel of 
human history, where its contradictions are so great 
that they are intolerable to the peoples of colonial 
and dependent countries. Thus, there has _ been 
established a viewpoint of observing the capitalist 
system not on a national basis but on a worldwide 
scale. 

This idea has pervaded throughout the socialist 
construction and socialist industrialization carried 
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on in the DPRK since liberation. The fact that Korea, 
a former colony, has made a leaping advance and 
become a socialist industrial state clearly proves 
that tremendous productive forces can be obtained 
even without going through capitalism. Herein lies 
the very reason that the completion of industrializa- 
tion in Korea is regarded as a world historic achieve- 
ment that matches the Russian revolution. The very 
efforts to carry out the socialist revolution and 
construction without passing through the capitalist 
development provided the world historic basis for the 
founding and development of the Juche idea, one 
should say. 

There still remains a deep-rooted “‘theory”, based 
on a dogmatic approach towards Marx’s Capital, 
that denies the conditions and possibilities of the 
socialist revolution and construction because former 
colonial and dependent countries have not taken the 
normal course of capitalist development or because 
the proletariat is weak in these countries. This is 
the same with Trotskyite deviations. 

Recently, in connection with the anti-feudal char- 
acteristic features of Japanese capitalism, there has 
appeared in Japan, too, a “theory of civil society” 
that overestimates the “progressive” aspects of 
Western capitalism. This theory advocated by Hirata 
Seimei and his company has a definite influence, 
but we should say that this also belongs to such 
category of theories that are entirely ignorant of 
Asian revolution. 
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INEVITABILITY OF THE EMERGENCE 
OF THE JUCHE IDEA AND 
ITS SIGNIFICANCE 


PUBLISHED IN NUMBER 6, 1973 OF RODOSHA, 
ORGAN OF THE KOREAN AFFAIRS INSTITUTE, 
GUNMA PREFECTURE, JAPAN 


The Juche idea is the present-day Marxism- 
Leninism and its vitality is felt among the revolu- 
tionary people of the world. 

The Juche idea was founded by President 
Kim I] Sung in the course of his hard-fought struggle 
against Japanese imperialism in the 1930's. 

President Kim I] Sung was born of a_ poor 
peasant family at Mangyongdae in 1912 when Korea 
was under the colonial rule of Japanese imperialism. 
The family of President Kim [1 Sung is a revolution- 
ary family to be rarely found in the world. He is the 
eldest son of Kim Hyong Jik and Kang Ban Sok, the 
ardent anti-Japanese fighters. His parents were the 
revolutionaries who devoted their whole lives to the 
liberation and independence of the homeland. The 
President grew up under the revolutionary influence 
of his parents. Though in needy circumstances, they 
taught their children, saying: “Man should not be 
gripped by material greed.” In this revolutionary 
environment the President grew into a revolutionary 
fighter who settled his own affairs by himself, using 
his brains; he equipped himself with a mass spirit, 
the spirit of dedicating everything to the masses in 
any adversity. 
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President Kim Il Sung was always among the 
masses in order to achieve the independence and 
liberation of Korea. He relied on himself and the 
masses, judged everything with his own and masses’ 
brains, and gave primary consideration to men in 
deciding upon all matters. President Kim Il Sung 
believed that a dogmatic application of Marxism- 
Leninism would not liberate Korea. So he followed 
the rugged path of revolution, relying on himself 
and the masses. 


In keeping with changing objective situations, the 
President also solved problems such as Marx and 
Lenin had failed to foresee, and he did this always 
relying on his revolutionary spirit, independence and 
the strength of the masses. 


Today, world revolution is developing in a man- 
ner unforeseen by either Marx or Lenin. In the time 
of Marx, capitalist countries developed evenly and, 
therefore, it was difficult to make socialist revolu- 
tion in a single country. Accordingly, he propounded 
the inevitability of a simultaneous revolution. 


In the period in which Lenin lived, as capitalist 
countries unevenly developed, strong capitalist 
countries entered the stage of imperialism and the 
contradictions between the imperialist powers came 
to the surface. He expounded that the revolution 
would break out in a weak link in the chain of capi- 
talism and that the ruin of capitalism forecast by 
Marx and the building of socialism would be possible 
in a single country. This he substantiated in Russia, 
a backward capitalist country. 


However, at the present time, as is already clear, 
socialism has triumphed with a nation and a state as 
the unit and, in particular, the anti-imperialist strug- 
gle has been most developed in colonial countries 
marching forward to socialist revolution. As a result, 
world imperialism led by US imperialism is now go- 
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ing to ruin. At present, the world is witnessing dif- 
ferent stages of development—colonies, imperialism, 
socialism and so on. It is impossible to give unified 
guidance to them; it is rather harmful. Through ‘the 
independent promotion of socialist revolution with a 
nation and a state as the unit, world revolution is ap- 
proaching step by step. 

After it was reduced to a colony of Japanese im- 
perialism in 1910 Korea had to achieve national 
liberation by its own strength, and shortly after 
liberation it had to fight itself against US imperial- 
ist aggression. Today, being contiguous to great 
powers like China and the Soviet Union and to im- 
perialist Japan, it carries on socialist construction 
by its own efforts; it has to liberate its southern 
half under the dual rule of Japanese and American 
imperialisms and achieve the reunification of the 
country. Thus, in order to advance world revolution 
and the Korean revolution, it had to keep sharp vigi- 
lance against the aggression of the two imperial- 
isms and, at the same time, rapidly turn its once 
semi-feudal society which had low productive forces 
into a socialist state with a high level of productive 
forces. In the time of Marx or Lenin there was no 
clear-cut theory on the building of socialism because 
socialism was not developed and there were histor- 
ical limitations. So, Korea had to firmly safeguard 
its independence on the basis of Marxism-Leninism 
and carry on construction with its own brains and 
by its own efforts. 

The Juche idea fully acknowledges the fundament- 
al principles of Marxism-Leninism that labour is the 
prerequisite to man’s existence, that matter is prima- 
ry and consciousness secondary and that the econo- 
my is the basis of society. In addition, it enunciated 
what Marx and Lenin had failed to propose—inde- 
pendence which is man’s essential characteristic, 
the positive role of consciousness and the reaction 
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of the superstructure on the economic basis. The 
Juche idea lays the main stress on men in handling 
all problems and gives the first consideration to men 
in determining everything. In order to put the main 
stress on men, it is imperative to thoroughly defend 
independence as man’s essential characteristic. It is 
explained that since man’s independence is establish- 
ed, his consciousness has a relative independence to 
the material world and that the most valuable and 
powerful being is man who has progressive ideology 
and consciousness and carries out purposeful activi- 
ties. 

Detailed observations are made below on the 
essence of the Juche philosophy, i.e., 1) the question 
of independence; 2) the positiveness of conscious- 
ness; and 3) the position of man. References are 
given to its difference with and inheritance of Marx- 
ism-Leninism, their specific examples and how these 
should be applied for the future of Japan. 


1) MAN IS A SOCIAL BEING TO WHOM 
INDEPENDENCE IS VITAL 


Marx was the first to scientifically clarify that 
human society advances and develops by dint of 
‘“Jabour” and “struggle”. Thus he coherently explain- 
ed what a great role the working class can play in 
the development of history and what a fine society 
it can build. Marx’s world outlook was established 
through a fierce struggle against idealism which 
claims that “God,” or “World Idea” developed the 
world. 

However, he could not explain man’s essential 
characteristic—the reason why man “works” and 
“struggles.” 
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President Kim I] Sung gave the key to the new 
scientific explanation of why man “labours” and 
“struggles,” by enunciating that independence is vital 
to man. 

President Kim I] Sung said: 

“Independence is what keeps man alive. If he 
loses independence in society, he cannot be called a 
man; he differs little from an animal. We might say 
that socio-political life is more valuable to a man than 
physical life.” (Answers to the Questions Raised by 
Foreign Journalists, Eng. ed., 1974, p. 290.) 

Thus, man’s essential characteristic is that “man 
is a social being which is kept alive by independence.” 
It is also precisely because of independence inherent 
in man that he becomes master of everything. 

Men do not blindly obey nature and society sur- 
rounding them but, as masters of nature and society, 
reshape the world to meet their purpose and interests. 
This is also an essential requirement for their exist- 
ence. 

The process of social development is the process 
in which men, freed from all fetters, become true 
masters of nature and society. 

Men carry out their activity to transform nature 
living in a definite society. In reality, there is no 
man who is outside of society and the collective. As 
mentioned above, man is a social being and people 
lead a social life. Therefore, they have not only 
physical lives but also socio-political lives. If a man 
as a social being loses his socio-political life, he is 
as good as dead, though he is alive. When man does 
not take part in social labour and socio-political life 
and only whiles away his days, his life cannot be call- 
ed a true human life. Moreover, if he loses inde- 
pendence and is shackled by others, he will be worth- 
less as a human being and his existence itself as 
such will be ignored. For this reason man strives to 
defend his independence with irresistible force and 
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fights at the risk of his life to free himself from all 
sorts of oppression. From this fundamental principle 
of the Juche idea emanates the idea that where there 
is oppression there will be resistance and revolution- 
ary struggle. 

The history of struggle up to this date confirms 
this truth of the Juche idea. In a slave-owning or 
feudal society, where a small number of the ruling 
classes worked the vast masses of labouring classes 
like cattle and ruthlessly trampled underfoot their 
independence, the masses of people would always rise 
in a struggle and overturn that society. 

In our capitalist society, too, the broad working 
masses are mere objects of exploitation and oppres- 
sion and their political rights and independence are 
severely and craftily trampled down. As for the aged 
and the physically and mentally handicapped persons 
who are not made the objects of direct exploitation, 
they are mercilessly trodden underfoot in such a 
way as to be kept in isolation in a corner of society, 
which fact is artfully covered up with the word 
“welfare”. And yet, capitalists never fail to claim 
that “freedom” and “democracy” are guaranteed. 
The “freedom” they mean is nothing but the “free- 
dom” to oppress and exploit man at will and the 
“freedom” to override man’s independence and 
ignore his dignity. Capitalist society will not last 
long because it forces the vast working masses to 
live in bondage to capital and tramples underfoot in- 
dependence. Intrinsically man rises up in a struggle 
with irresistible force to defend his independence. 

By enunciating the theory on man’s independence, 
President Kim Il Sung made clear what principled 
stand the Party that leads the revolution should take. 

Ours is an era when the storm of national-libera- 
tion struggle is raging and fierce class struggles are 
going on even within the imperialist countries, an 
era when the imperialist forces are waning fast after 
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thelr heyday. In addition, the world’s political situa- 
tion is complicated and each country has quite a 
different internal situation. This strongly demands 
that independence be established to carry out the 
revolution and construction with each country as the 
unit. 

That is why the Juche idea furnishes the most 
correct answer to the urgent problems raised by 
our time. | 

If we are to become true masters, we must first 
establish a government of the working class. Because 
it is capitalistic, the Japanese government pursues 
sycophantic policies towards the US which is a more 
powerful capitalist country than Japan, while econom- 
ically invading and politically dominating south Ko- 
rea. For a government to have independence means 
that it follows the policy of making its people masters 
of the country. Of course, this does not mean to 
violate the independence of other countries. 

A revolutionary struggle is the struggle to defend 
man’s independence; it is precisely a struggle to bring 
national liberation and class emancipation to peo- 
ple and, accordingly, it is a fight to defend the inde- 
pendence of the masses of the people. 

What attitude a party should take towards the 
people? It should believe in the nature of the people 
who want to defend independence and promote 
their independence. The people thus awakened strug- 
gle determinedly to defend their independence. 


2) MAN IS AN IDEOLOGICALLY CONSCIOUS 
BEING WHO DETERMINES HIS ACTIVITIES 


Once, Marx expounded the interrelation between 
being and consciousness by a dialectical materialist 
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method. It is a theory that consciousness is deter- 
mined by being. Lenin, basing his orientation on 
Marx’s theory and in the light of the social conditions 
at his time, made it clear that consciousness, although 
determined by being, maintains relative independence 
in the development of society and exerts great influ- 
ence on being. 

The Juche idea, proceeding from the fact that 
consciousness exercises positive influence on being, 
developed the theory on the class struggle which 
Marxism-Leninism regards as the outgrowth of the 
contradictions in the mode of production. 

It is based on the viewpoint that independence 
as man’s nature has a positive character. 

In a society where oppression is harsh it is inevit- 
able for the masses to rise up in defence of their in- 
dependence. And yet, there can be a struggle without 
the presence of such a grave situation. Because man’s 
independence which is of positive character needs 
a place that allows its full display even before op- 
pression is intensified. In this case, the motive power 
of the struggle is not the consciousness of the op- 
pression but the presentation of a new future—a 
positive example. In other words, the masses acquire 
Marxism-Leninism and have cognizance of men living 
in socialist countries. By so doing, they can make a 
scientific analysis of the present where they stand 
and apply their strength to the struggle to achieve 
a society in which they can display their independence 
more than at present. 

Here is an example. 

Suppose some are not hungry, have time for 
recreation and are in a position hardly to have a clear 
idea of oppression. In such a society, if Marxism- 
Leninism is interpreted dogmatically, one may think 
there is little possibility of struggle. In the extreme 
case, one may sit and wait until contradictions deepen 
and the consciousness of the masses increases. How- 
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ever, as stated above, the decisive factor of struggle 
lies within man, that is, independence. This guaran- 
tees that a struggle is waged even without a clear 
cognizance of oppression as the external factor. 

Thus, since it lays the main stress on man who 
possesses independence, the Juche idea clearly dem- 
onstrates that diverse external conditions can al- 
ways be overcome. 

As mentioned above, the arming of the masses 
with the Juche idea means carrying out revolution in 
a positive way. It will bring about an exceptionally 
high rate of social development and a miraculous 
result which man can hardly imagine from his past 
experience. This is substantiated by the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea today. Here are a few 
illustrations. 

First of all, we can cite the “theory on the social- 
ist economy’. Marxism-Leninism holds that the growth 
of the socialist economy depends on its reserve. How- 
ever, the Juche idea proves that the “reserve exists 
in the minds of the people,” because Marxism-Lenin- 
ism is inculcated in their minds, their interests are 
identical with economic growth and the economy is 
developed purposefully. This can be illustrated by 
the example of the workers at Kangson who, in great 
excess of the rated capacity, produced a large volume 
of structural steel which was an urgent political re- 
quirement during the Five-Year Plan. The Juche idea 
is also embodied in the Chongsan-ri spirit and Chong- 
san-ri method which help correctly solve the problems 
concerning the mass line and mass guidance. One 
of the fundamentals of this Chongsan-ri method is 
to place political work, work with people, above all 
other work. Under socialism the masses who are freed 
from harsh exploitation and oppression can display 
conscious enthusiasm and creativity in their work 
under the slogan “One for all and all for one.” In 
order to further augment this revolutionary en- 
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thusiasm and creativity, it is necessary for the mass- 
es to have a deep understanding of different rev- 
olutionary tasks, their significance and the method 
of carrying them out. This can give rise to a style 
of work with which the upper renders substantial as- 
sistance to the lower and makes all Party policies 
known to the masses. 

Besides, great importance is attached to the posi- 
tive role of ideology in the Chollima Movement and 
the method of Party work, and priority is always 
given to the ideological revolution. 

As is seen above, the Juche idea, which regards 
the aspiration for independence as man’s nature, 
makes a point of transforming and developing 
man’s ideological consciousness. This teaches us to 
work from first to last by relying on the revolution- 
ary enthusiasm of the masses. The revolutionally 
conscious masses decide everything. In order 
to promote their great strength, it is deemed 
necessary to take the attitude of having active con- 
tacts with each of them and tirelessly helping their 
ideological remoulding. The masses are provided with 
the ideological weapon of Marxism-Leninism and the 
building of a new society is proposed to them be- 
cause they are trusted as a force to transform society. 

We must acquire the Juche idea which attaches 
great importance to the positive role of ideological 
consciousness and examine our work in accordance 
with this principle. 


3) MAN IS THE MOST PRECIOUS AND 
POWERFUL BEING IN THE WORLD 


President Kim I] Sung has developed the Marxist- 
Leninist theory of infrastructure and superstructure 
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to new heights by creating the Juche idea and ex- 
pounding its essential definition that independence 
is man’s nature and that man is active to everything. 

Now, let us observe what Marx and Lenin eluci- 
dated. 

It is the theory that “the infrastructure deter- 
mines the superstructure.” This theory systematical- 
ly expounds that all the superstructures—politics, 
education, culture, etc.—reflect the interests of the 
ruling classes in a given period and are determined 
by the social system of that time. 

However, at a time when revolutionary struggles 
for socialism are surging rapidly in different places 
and there are many countries with the socialist 
system, the world revolutionary movement demands 
that Marxism-Leninism should not be applied dogmat- 
ically but be creatively developed to suit the present 
situation. 

In the course of carrying on his activities in 
reliance on the strength of the people under the 
historical conditions of Korea, President Kim Il Sung 
further developed the Marxist-Leninist theory. 

Namely, while basing himself on the truth that 
the superstructure is determined by the economy, 
he expounded that it still has relative independence. 
His theory is that the superstructure is able to exert 
an increasing influence on the infrastructure by 
augmenting man’s purposefulness and bringing it 
into play. This will guarantee the existence of man 
as master who exercises a positive influence on 
nature, society, economy and all other spheres. 

Politics in socialist society, for example, closely 
reflects the socialist economic system and, at the 
same time, not only actively reacts on it so as to 
maintain, consolidate and develop socialist economic 
relations, but also exercises a positive effect on the 
other elements of the superstructure. 

The Socialist Constitution of the DPRK is a legal 
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guarantee for the relations of production which for- 
ward the development of the productive forces (for 
instance, the transformation of cooperative property 
into the ownership by the whole people, etc.). It 
provides for the transformation of the whole of 
society on the pattern of the working class through 
the eradication of outmoded relations of production 
and the establishment of a new life and a new econom- 
ic foundation. This corroborates the decisive influ- 
ence exerted on the infrastructure in socialist society 
by politics—Party and state policies. In particular, 
it explains that the leadership of a Marxist-Leninist 
party led by the working-class leader constitutes the 
fundamental condition for social progress. 

A correct understanding of the interrelation be- 
tween the infrastructure and the _ superstructure 
which was clarified by President Kim I] Sung will 
remove opportunism and mystery about machinery 
and rated capacities in production and enable men 
to take a positive stand towards all problems as 
masters of the means of production. The fact that 
the workers overfulfil their plans several times as 
seen in the socialist construction of the Republic 
exemplifies that it is men who make machines and 
use them. They also create literature and art entirely 
for the people, and the people control everything. 

Moreover, problems such as the definition of the 
transitional period and the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat after the establishment of the socialist system, 
which were not cleared up by Marx and Lenin be- 
cause of the historical limitations of their days, have 
been elucidated for the first time by President 
Kim Il Sung to become the compass of the world 
revolutionary movement and brighten the prospect 
of its development. 

How then will this theory be applied in Japan? 

The decisive role of the superstructure in social- 
ist construction is more clearly embodied in the rev- 
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olutionary activities. It is because the success of rev- 
olution depends on whether the vanguard party guided 
by Marxism-Leninism, which forms the pivot of the 
superstructure, leads the masses correctly or not 
and how it puts their strength into play. 

And the decisive role depends on how the party 
solves the question of cadres, its nuclei. Man is the 
most powerful being in the world. It is not specified 
persons who become cadres of a party or an organiza- 
tion. Anybody can and must become a cadre. Thus, 
the party can be strengthened and developed, and 
the people can become masters who transform na- 
ture and society. 

As you see, the Juche idea does not dogmatically 
interpret the theory that the infrastructure deter- 
mines the superstructure, but it creatively develops 
Marxism-Leninism in keeping with man’s nature and 
the objective reality of today. 

We consider that we must make a more profound 
study of the Juche idea, realize the role of the su- 
perstructure and, at the same time, continue to train 
ourselves to be versatile cadres. 

By so doing, we will free ourselves from mysti- 
cism and opportunism and explain to all people that 
man is the most powerful and precious being. 


* x % 


As mentioned above, by elucidating that inde- 
pendence is man’s essential characteristic, the Juche 
idea has further developed and enriched Marxism- 
Leninism. 

The Juche idea is the great idea of the twentieth 
century, which for the first time expounds the law- 
governed mode of existence adapted to man’s essen- 
tial characteristics. 
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PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG’S THEORY ON 
CONTEMPORARY REVOLUTION 


Nakagawa Nobuo, Critic 


AN ESSAY PUBLISHED IN THE JUNE AND 
JULY 1974 NUMBERS OF THE SOCIALIST 
PARTY, OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE 

JAPAN SOCIALIST PARTY 


Today the contradictions and crises of capitalism 
have assumed the most serious proportions since the 
Second World War. This is proved precisely by the 
worldwide vicious inflation and currency crisis, the 
acute problem of power resources and so on. 

Monopoly capital is trying to find a way out of 
these serious contradictions and crises in the full- 
scale intensification of the exploitation and plunder 
of the people at home and abroad. The predatory 
nature of monopoly capital is increasing to unprece- 
dented. proportions. In Japan, for example, there 
cropped up large enterprises which raked up exorbi- 
tant profits by using the “oil crisis” as a golden op- 
portunity. This aroused a strong public repulsion. 

In these circumstances, the environments and 
conditions of the people’s lives in capitalist countries 
are being aggravated rapidly. No wonder that those 
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who live under the capitalist system cannot but 
spend unstable and gloomy days with no hope on the 
future. 

On February 28 this year in its “Our World of 
the 70’s Happy Planning” programme NHK telecast 
a public opinion poll. The question was: “Do you 
think your life will be improved?” In 1972, 9.6 per 
cent of the pollees answered yes, and 28.4 per cent 
no, whereas in 1973, only a year later, there was a 
great change—2.5 per cent answering in the af- 
firmative and 61.3 per cent in the negative. During 
the period from 1972 to 1973 the percentage of the 
expectants of a worse life sharply increased from 
28.4 to 61.3, while that of the expectants of a better 
life abruptly dropped from 9.6 to 2.5. In addition, 
this NHK telecast said that to the question: “Do you 
think you will be happy in the future?” the negative 
answers were given by 48.2 per cent of the pollees 
in France, 55.7 per cent in the US and 68.1 per cent 
in Japan. Needless to say, this shows very clearly 
how pessimistic the population in major capitalist 
countries such as Japan, the US and France are 
towards the future. 

Through their bitter experience of the contradic- 
tions and harmful effects of the capitalist system, 
multitudes of people have come to feel more keenly 
the weight of the truth that the only radical solution 
is to make a_ switchover towards socialism. The 
distrust of and repulsion to capitalism and _ the 
concern and aspiration for socialism have been grow- 
ing as never before. 

However, the concern and aspiration for socialism 
among people living under the capitalist system are 
not always manifested in a clear-cut, simple and 
direct form. The conflict of views within the interna- 
tional communist movement and the _ socialist 
countries came to light in a number of socialist 
countries following the latter half of the 1950’s and 
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has even been aggravated as the days go by; and 
different issues which are connected more or less 
with this lack of unity and cohesion have been 
exposed among some socialist countries. This has led 
to the diminution of aspiration for socialism and, 
as a consequence, has become a definite arresting 
factor that negatively affects the concern and aspira- 
tion of the population of capitalist countries for 
socialism. No doubt, this diminution of the aspiration 
for socialism has been caused to a certain degree by 
the tendency to flunkeyism among some people. In 
observing the trend of contemporary socialism these 
people regard as a centre a socialist country which 
made revolution long ago or a large socialist country; 
they consider that the development of theory and 
practice in socialist revolution and construction is 
achieved only in an old or large socialist country; 
and according to the attitudes taken by the old or 
large socialist country, at times they are endlessly 
delighted and at times they are in the depths of 
despair. But it should be pointed out here that not 
all socialist countries are causing or exposing 
problems that decrease the aspiration for socialism 
and that there is a country which splendidly carries 
out tasks arising in revolution and construction and 
thus contributes greatly to increasing this aspiration. 

For example, here is a case of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea. It is creditably fulfilling 
the tasks posed by the revolution and construction, 
fully proving the superiority of the socialist system. 

The Third Session of the Fifth Supreme People’s 
Assembly of the DPRK held from March 20 to 29 
this year adopted an ordinance on the complete 
abolishment of the taxation system in the Republic 
as from April 1. The taxation system dates from 
the time when human society was divided into 
hostile classes and states came into being; it has per- 
formed its function as a means of class rule and 
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plunder by the ruling classes. This is why the taxa- 
tion system assumes the character of a historical 
task that must be correctly solved by the party and 
state of the working class while pushing ahead with 
the building of socialism and communism. Under the 
socialist system the taxation system, the heritage of 
old society, is abolished ultimately. This is made 
clear by Marxism-Leninism. However, there has been 
no socialist country that abolished the taxation 
system completely. 

The DPRK has been crowned with the honour of 
being the first taxless country in the history of 
mankind. 

Prior to the decision on the abolishment of this 
taxation system, the DPRK decided that effective 
March 1, 1974 prices of industrial goods would be 
reduced by 30 per cent on an average. This means that 
the people of the Republic have been able to raise 
their living standards in two aspects—through the 
aboiishment of the taxation system and the sharp 
reduction of the prices of industrial goods. Indeed, 
this cannot but be a contrast to a country like Japan 
where the toiling masses suffer from the “outrageous 
prices” and groan under the heavy burden of taxa- 
tion. 

The progress in the construction of socialism and 
communism in the DPRK which finds expression in 
such steps as the complete abolishment of the taxa- 
tion system is underlain by the level the Republic’s 
economy has reached of late. 

On September 19, 1973 in his reply to one of the 
questions raised by Midorikawa Toru, executive 
director of Iwanami Publishing House, President 
Kim Il Sung made it clear that as a result of the 
successful establishment of the system of a complete- 
ly independent national economy the  Republic’s 
economy today is powerful enough to advance con- 
fidently, unaffected by any worldwide economic 
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fluctuations, that if there is any factor hindering the 
Republic’s economic development, it is one arising 
in the course of its rapid economic advancement, 
and that an important question in the present stage 
is to intensify an ideological struggle to oppose the 
tendencies and practices of self-complacency and 
indolence that can arise according as life becomes 
affluent. (See Answers to the Questions Raised by Foreign 
Journalists, Eng. ed., 1974, pp. 347-48.) 

In his speech made at the Pyongyang Mass Rally 
held on March 4 this year to welcome President Bou- 
medienne of the Council of Revolution of Algeria, 
President Kim I] Sung said: “The steady development 
of the economy at a high rate in our country at a 
time when the Western capitalist world is being 
severely shaken, driven into an acute economic crisis 
previously unknown, demonstrates with added proof 
the great vitality of our Party’s line of building an 
independent national economy and the superiority 
of the socialist system of our country.” (The Peoples 
of the Third World Who Advance under the Uplifted Banner 
of Independence Will Certainly Win Their Revolutionary 
Cause, Eng. ed., 1974, p. 10.) 

Although there are many countries in the world, 
the DPRK is probably the only country whose 
supreme leader referred with such a firm conviction 
to the present phase and future prospects of the 
economic development in his country. 

What is the factor that has brought about these 
outstanding, progressive achievements in the revolu- 
tion and construction in the DPRK? Quite a few 
socialist countries lay bare many problems and are 
faced with hosts of difficulties, whereas the revolu- 
tion and construction in the DPRK are progressing 
smoothly. In this connection, there is a viewpoint 
that this country is easy to run because it is small. 
There is a saying, “The greater must comprise the 
lesser” but there is no such saying as “The lesser 
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must comprise the greater.” If a country is not so 
large, it can be a disadvantageous factor; it cannot 
be any advantageous factor. A large country which 
has a wide territory, great population and abundant 
material resources is far more advantageous in all 
respects than a small country with a limited ter- 
ritory, population and material resources. This is 
clear to all. 

In the final analysis, the question depends on 
leadership. The outstanding, astonishing and instruc: 
tive results achieved in the revolution and construc- 
tion of the DPRK are unthinkable apart from 
outstanding, progressive, political leadership and the 
guiding idea and theory that underlie it. This is 
precisely President Kim Il Sung’s unexcelled politi- 
cal leadership and the Juche idea and theory that 
constitute its foundation. 

Expressing his impressions about the abolishment 
of the taxation system in Korea, Professor Endo 
Shokichi of Tokyo University said among other things: 
“The taxation system has not yet been abolished 
in countries whose history of socialist construction 
is much longer, and it is abolished in Korea with a 
short history of socialist construction. This is 
astonishing. It has a worldwide significance. Of 
course, there must be a few underlying factors for 
this action, but I consider that one of the influential 
factors is the embodiment in Korea of President 
Kim I] Sung’s Juche idea which is called a world 
outlook that gives centrality to men.” I think this 
view of his right. 

One should note the fact that these theoretical 
and practical achievements in the revolution and 
construction in the DPRK have a general, universal 
bearing. This is proved by the following statement 
made by President Boumedienne of the Council of 
Revolution of Algeria: 

“The experience you gained in the extremely dif- 
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ficult conditions has already borne fine fruit and 
serves as an example for our third world, which is 
seeking a path it should take and endeavouring to 
cope with the difficult situation.... The tremendous 
efforts exerted by your people under your leadership 
have given your revolution its material and human 
substance. 

“The Asian, African and Latin-American countries 
will finally discover that your excellent work serves 
as the source of encouragement going beyond their 
national peculiarities. 

“And we are convinced of this through the talks 
we have held with you. It was because we could 
understand your logical scrupulousness and your 
large-heartedness. 

“Tt will be very beneficial if your experience is 
better known externally. Then, it will receive higher 
estimation and enrich other countries’ experience.” 
(Speech of President Boumedienne at a banquet given by 
him at the Mansudae Assembly Hall in Pyongyang in honour 
of President Kim Il Sung on the evening of March 4 this 
year—Rodong Sinmun, March 5, 1974.) 

It must be said that the above-mentioned makes 
it clear that a correct and profound understanding 
of President Kim I] Sung’s ideas and theories is all 
the more necessary, also in order to set an orienta- 
tion to relieve oneself from the state where one is 
groaning with no hope on the future, harassed by 
the acute contradictions and harmful effects of 
modern capitalism. 


President Kim I] Sung’s ideo-theoretical activity 
covers a very wide scope, but, here, my observation 


51 


will be confined to his theory on contemporary rev- 
olution. It is because the theory of revolution is the 
foundation of Marxism-Leninism and_ because 
President Kim I] Sung, whom more and more peo- 
ple highly estimate as an outstanding Marxist- 
Leninist of today, is carrying out ideological and 
theoretical activity, with a special emphasis on the 
theory of contemporary revolution. 

One of the main characteristic features of 
President Kim I] Sung’s theory of contemporary rev- 
olution is that it is founded on the theory of the rev- 
olutionary. 

Prevalent theories of revolution treat the class, 
party and social organization such as trade unions 
as the main constituents which perform revolution 
but, as a rule, they have not gone into the dimension 
of the individual man, the basic component unit of 
the class, party and social organization. Meanwhile, 
the individual man as such has strong as well as 
weak points, so he is apt to waver, because, among 
other things, there is the powerful ideological of- 
fensive of the ruling classes. Many of the preceding 
theories of revolution have been founded on a 
vulnerable foundation because they did not delve 
into the dimension of the individual man, taking it 
for granted that this question had been solved, and 
did not go beyond the dimension of the class, party 
and social organization. Therefore, there could not 
but be revolutionary theories divorced from man, 
that is, revolutionary theories for revolutionary 
theories’ sake, instead of revolutionary theories for 
revolution’s sake. 

However, President Kim II] Sung, first of all, took 
up the problem of the live individual man—the basic 
component unit and original unit of the class, party 
and social organization—and, on this basis, system- 
atized his theory of contemporary revolution. The 
originality of President Kim I] Sung’s theory of con- 
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temporary revolution is first expressed in this 
respect. 

Concerning the problem of the individual man, 
as the main subject who performs revoiution, that 
is, the revolutionary, President Kim I] Sung said: 

“As we always Say, a person can be proud of the 
way he lives only when he is making revolution. 
Those who waste their time, eating the bread of 
idleness and not making revolution, cannot live a 
worthy life. An indolent life devoid of any struggie, 
particularly in this turbulent age of revolution, can- 
not be called a real life. Such people are worthless. 

“...We should never work simply to get paid a 
few pennies. Truc, in a socialist society, which is not 
yet a communist society with highly developed pro- 
ductive forces, one still needs a certain amount of 
money to live. But you should not regard it as salary, 
still less yourselves as mere salary earners. 

“When we were carrying out our revolutionary 
struggle in the mountains, we were not paid at all. 
No one had instructed us to make revolution either. 
We, too, were well aware that family life was com- 
fortable and those enjoying it were in no danger of 
being killed. Why then did we take up arms and fight 
those hard-fought battles against the enemy almost 
every day, crossing mountains and rivers with packs 
on our backs, sleeping under the trees at night and 
suffering from hunger? It was solely for the victory 
of the revolution—in order to smash imperialism, 
restore our lost homeland and build a new society 
in which ali the Koreans could lead a happy life— 
that we voluntarily joined the revolutionary ranks 
without getting even a penny, and fought in the 
mountains day in, day out for 15 years, despite all 
hardships.” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. 
V, pp. 19-21.) 

“At present the south Korean intellectuals, too, 
are taking an active part in the revolutionary strug- 
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gle. This is by no means because they live in poverty. 
Although most intellectuals engaged in the revolu- 
tion in south Korea are the sons and daughters of 
the well-to-do, they are bravely fighting the enemy 
to drive out the Yankees and overthrow the corrupt 
south Korean regime. It is said that they declare: 
‘We are not making revolution because we are hungry. 
We have land and money. We are from weil-to-do 
families, but we'll carry out revolution. How can we 
be indifferent to the chige-carriers wandering about 
the streets to earn their bread, the many homeless 
people sleeping under bridges and the miserable 
children begging around with tins in their hands or 
polishing shoes by the roadside, denied the chance 
of schooling?’ The south Korean intellectuals are 
fighting today without yielding even when they are 
arrested by the enemy, and they do not give up the 
revolutionary struggle even when they see their 
comrades taken to the scaffold.” (Ibid, p. 116.) 

This throws light to the following points: man 
lives a really worthy life only when he does for rev- 
olution; those who lead easy lives devoid of any 
struggle are worthless; living for revolution means 
battling for the building of a new society for all 
Korean people to lead a happy life, not fighting and 
working for salary or on someone’s instructions, and 
this is what revolutionaries have done. Further, the 
instance of the revolutionary intellectuals of south 
Korea shows that revolutionaries emerge in a typical 
form out of those who struggle virtually at the risk 
of their lives, unable to be indifferent to the plight 
of the people who suffer greater pains than they do; 
they have no selfish motives whatsoever, such as 
problems of livelihood. 

This is the fundamental principle to be observed 
by revolutionaries, one should say. People do not 
become revolutionaries in order to pursue their own 
interest, comfort or fame. People become Socialists 
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and Communists because they wish to be useful “to 
society and people’, and this is the way they should. 
Founders of Marxism-Leninism did not neglect 
to pay due attention to the fundamental attitude and 
resolve the revolutionary must assume. For instance, 
when he was 17, Marx already wrote as follows: 


“If a man works simply for his own sake, he may 
become a renowned scholar, a very wise man, or an 
outstanding poet, but will never be a really great 
man of accomplishment. 


“History records as the greatest men those who 
work for the good of humanity, while ennobling 
themselves....If we choose a position that gives us 
the possibility of doing our best for the sake of 
mankind, we will never be frustrated, however heavy 
our burdens may be. Because this means a sacrifice 
for all. For this reason, we do not care for meagre, 
petty and selfish joy. Our happiness will be shared 
by all, our action will not cease to live on quietly but 
for ever and our ashes will be moistened by the 
warm tears of noble men.” 


A highly persuasive instance of the. essential 
traits of a revolutionary is provided by the life of 
Marx who, endowed with a rare genius, dedicated all 
his talents to the theoretical and practical struggle 
for the abolition of class and national oppression 
while always living in reduced circumstances. Many 
years have passed since the time when Marx was 
active, and the theory of socialism and communism 
is translated into reality in many parts of the world. 
But Marx’s dictum on the fundamental attitude and 
resolve of a revolutionary is not carried into effect 
today the way it should. 

This is most glaringly revealed when the class 
ideological struggle is neglected in the socialist 
countries where revolution has triumphed. Today 
world imperialism is slipping towards decline and 
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ruin. However, in an attempt to save themselves 
from imminent doom and prolong their existence, 
the imperialists are, above all, making every effort 
to disintegrate the socialist countries and disperse 
the international revolutionary forces. Meanwhile, it 
is already 50 years. since the socialist revolution 
emerged victorious in the Soviet Union and nearly 30 
years since the triumph of the revolution in other 
socialist countries. In these countries the generation 
that went through revolution is being replaced by a 
new generation and construction has been carried on 
in a peaceful atmosphere for along time. This 
entails the danger of the traditional revolutionary 
spirit being ignored or neglected. As a result, the 
class education of the working people has actually 
been slighted and the revolutionary spirit forfeited. 
With regard to this, President Kim Il] Sung said: 

“Under such circumstances, if class education is 
discontinued among the working people, on the 
grounds that the socialist revolution has triumphed 
on a nation-wide scale, people will gradually slide 
into laziness and degenerate ideologically. They will 
end by losing their hatred for imperialism as well as 
their will to carry the revolution through to the end, 
and worse still, they will seek only their own welfare, 
not caring whether others are oppressed and exploit- 
ed. This would mean that the peoples in triumphant 
socialist countries would give up the struggle for 
revolution and renounce the world revolution. To 
seek only the prosperity of one’s own country without 
regard for the world revolution is a manifestation 
of bourgeois nationalism and is fundamentally con- 
tradictory to Marxism-Leninism. 

“To desist from the revolutionary struggle and 
renounce the world revolution means to betray Marx- 
ism-Leninism and degenerate into revisionism. Then 
one could not build socialism and communism even 
in one’s own country. 
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“In some socialist countries, a dissipated and in- 
dolent way of life is now in evidence among the youth 
due to the neglect of ideological work with the work- 
ing people. There have appeared among them bad 
tendencies: unwillingness to work or join the army 
and aspirations for only an idle and licentious life. 
This lazy, dissipated and non-class way of life provides 
favourable soil for the growth of revisionist ideology, 
and under the influence of revisionism, people are 
degenerating all the more. 

“Consequently, many young people, with their 
class consciousness paralysed, fail to see things from 
a revolutionary point of view.” (Kim Il Sung, Selected 
Works, Eng. ed., Vol. III, pp. 473-74.) 

Lenin said that the country where the revolution 
was victorious must do “the utmost possible...for the 
development, support and awakening of the revolution 
in all countries.’’ (Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. XXVIII, p. 
292.) Stalin emphasized: “The revolution which has 
been victorious in one country must regard itself 
not as a self-sufficient entity, but as an aid, as a 
means for hastening the victory of the proletariat 
in all countries.” (Stalin, Works, Eng. ed., Vol. VI, p. 415.) 
Thus, it is a revolutionary principle of Marxism- 
Leninism that the socialist countries where the rev- 
olution has triumphed should not rest content with 
their successes in the revolution and construction, 
but make the best contribution possible to the na- 
tions that have not yet won their revolution. In other 
words, it is a proletarian internationalist duty 
incumbent upon the socialist nations, who have won 
the revolution, to carry out revolution and construc- 
tion well in their own countries and, at the same 
time, make the maximum contribution towards world 
revolution. 

At present, however, there is a certain ethno- 
centric tendency to be concerned only about problems 
facing one’s own country while neglecting to make 


57 


due efforts towards the final victory of world rev- 
olution. 


As one of the major factors of this tendency 
President Kim I] Sung called attention to the fact 
that the people of certain socialist countries are lack- 
ing or losing the revolutionary spirit because the 
class ideological education and struggle have been 
neglected. 


The revolutionary’s fundamental attitude and re- 
solve which are indispensable for the revolutionary 
struggle to eliminate class and national oppression 
must not only be maintained and carried forward 
but also strengthened all the more even after the 
revolution has triumphed. Otherwise, one will sink 
into bourgeois ethnocentrism and fail to fulfil prole- 
tarian internationalist duties after the victory of rev- 
olution. One who only pursues his own comfort will 
fall into egoism contradictory to revolution. Likewise, 
a nation that seeks only its own narrow national in- 
terests is bound to slide into ethnocentrism. These 
two phenomena are closely interrelated. President 
Kim I] Sung made this point clear. 


President Kim I] Sung is the first to perfect the 
theory of the revolutionary which involves the whole 
course of the revolutionary struggle for the abolition 
of class and national oppression as well as the course 
of the struggle for the building of socialism and 
communism after the victory of revolution. This may 
also be interpreted as a process of the theory of the 
revolutionary developing into that of the revolution- 
ary State. 

Even in the countries where revolution is not yet 
victorious there is spreading the tendency to be short 
of or lose the revolutionary spirit, failing to grasp 
the essential point: what is the revolutionary and 
what he must do. Now, we are flooded with all sorts 
of theories on contemporary revolution, modern im- 
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perialism, modern capitalism, etc. However, we find 
that quite a few of them were authored by those 
who have little revolutionary attitude. Having secured 
comfortable lives in a safety zone, some of them de- 
velop revolutionary theories in an idealistic way that 
has nothing to do with practice. Others discuss 
modern imperialism or modern capitalism, clamouring 
vociferously about the sway and pressure of foreign 
monopoly capital on Japan, while neglecting the 
Japanese monopoly capital’s economic aggression in 
the neighbouring nations and other relevant prob- 
lems. In addition, ‘Marxist students of Marxism” 
and “Marxist-Leninist students of Marxism-Leninism”’ 
are staggering; they take the prevalence of the 
exegetical study of Marxist-Leninist classics for the 
height of the study of Marxism-Leninism. These are 
only a few examples. No amount of these flooding 
“theories” will arouse people to revolution. 

This increasing trend to be short of or lose the 
revolutionary spirit in the socialist countries where 
the revolution has already triumphed as well as in 
countries where the revolution is not victorious sets 
it as the most urgent task today for theories of con- 
temporary revolution to enunciate the fundamental 
principles of the revolutionary and work out a theory 
of the revolutionary to meet the demands of our 
time. Hence, President Kim I] Sung’s theory of 
contemporary revolution with the theory of the rev- 
olutionary as its foundation satisfies the demands of 
the age, and is of tremendous significance in solving 
the crux of the problems facing the world revolu- 
tionary movement in our time. 

President Kim I] Sung’s theory of the revolution- 
ary that forms the core of his theory of contemporary 
revolution is the embodiment of his Juche idea— 
the guiding ideology of all lines and nolicies of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea and the DPRK. Concerning 
the main contents of the Juche idea, he says: 
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“In a nutshell, the idea of Juche means that the 
masters of the revolution and the work of construc. 
tion are the masses of the people and that they are 
also the motive force of the revolution and the work 
of construction. In other words, one is responsible 
for one’s own destiny and one has also the capacity 
for hewing out one’s own destiny.” (Answers to the 
Questions Raised by Foreign Journalists, Eng. ed., 1974, pp. 
285-86.) 

In his revolutionary theory the Juche idea that 
the masters of revolution and construction are the 
masses of the people is founded on the revolutional 
role of the masses, to be more concrete, of individual 
persons who comprise the masses. In the revolution 
and construction the attitude of a master finds ex- 
pression in independent and creative stands. The 
independent stand is the fundamental stand which 
we must maintain in the revolution and construction, 
and the creative stand is the fundamental method 
that we must apply in transforming nature and 
society. Here, it must be noted that the independent 
stand has nothing in common with egoism. He said: 

“We make it a principle to maintain and defend 
independence on the Juche ideology and, at the same 
time, to strengthen internationalist unity and cooper- 
ation. The independence we advocate is by no means 
separated from proletarian internationalism. There 
can be no internationalism separated from inde- 
pendence, and vice versa. It does not befit a Com- 
munist to turn his back on proletarian international- 
ism under the pretext of maintaining independence. 
This means simply sliding into ethnocentrism.” 
(Ibid., p. 197.) 

If his teaching is applied to individual persons 
who form the masses, it means that they must firmly 
defend the rights as masters of revolution and con- 
struction and discharge their responsibility as such, 
thereby adhering to the independent stand, and while, 
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at the same time, sweeping away egotism, the survival 
of the bourgeois ideology, they must acquire the 
revolutionary spirit to devote all their energy to the 
building of a new society for all people to lead a 
happy life. 

Now I think it will be clear for all that President 
Kim Il Sung’s Juche idea is typically embodied in 
his theory oficontemporary revolution which is based 
on the theory of the revolutionary that deals with the 
problems of individual persons. 


Another very important feature of President 
Kim IJ Sung’s theory on contemporary revolution is 
that it advances revolutionary theories and strategic 
and tactical policies to meet every different stage of 
revolution—the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democrat- 
ic revolution, the socialist revolution and the build- 
ing of socialism and communism—as well as to pro- 
mote world revolution. In other words, it forms a 
compact system of revolutionary theories, a system 
that unites and integrates the time continuum of rev- 
olutionary struggle—from its low, initial stage to its 
high, ultimate stage—with the spatial expansion of 
revolution on a global scale, involving all parts of 
the world, that is, the promotion of world revolution. 

The revolutionary theories and strategic and 
tactical policies to meet every stage of developing 
revolution are related to the successful progress of 
the revolution and the work of construction in the 
DPRK based on the firm Juche stand. The theory 
and strategic and tactical policy for the acceleration 
of world revolution are founded on a proletarian in- 
ternationalist belief that every country should not 
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confine itself to the successful revolution and work 
of construction of its own but, on the basis of this 
success, should make the maximum contribution to 
the promotion of world revolution. In short, President 
Kim I] Sung’s theory on contemporary revolution 
unites the successful progress of the revolution and 
the work of construction in his country in each stage 
of development, from the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal 
democratic revolution to the socialist revolution and 
the building of socialism and communism, with its 
utmost contribution to the promotion of world rev- 
olution on the basis of its successes in the revolu- 
tion and the work of construction. No country can 
serve to expedite world revolution unless it splendidly 
carries out its own revolution and construction. Nor 
can it successfully undertake its own revolution and 
construction, if it lacks the proletarian international- 
ist belief that it must serve world revolution. There- 
fore, we can say that the system of President 
Kim I] Sung’s theory on revolution is the most prin- 
cipled one. The problems dealt with and solved in 
this theoretical system are so comprehensive that it 
is impossible to touch on all of them in this small 
essay. So, I am going to concentrate only on some 
major problems. 

Attention must first be paid to President 
Kim I] Sung’s following explanations with regard to 
the fundamental question of what is revolutionary 
struggle. 

“In a word, all the revolutionary struggles aim 
to attain freedom from either class or national sub- 
jugation; they are struggles of the people in defence 
of their independence. Our struggle for the building 
of socialism and communism, too, is, in the long run, 
to enable the people to extricate themselves from 
many forms of subjugation and lead independent and 
creative lives as masters of nature and _ society.” 
(Ibid., pp. 290-91.) 
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Every revolutionary struggle is a people’s strug: 
gle to free themselves from class and national sub- 
jugation and defend their independence. This idea 
proceeds from a viewpoint that what is most pre- 
cious to a man is his socio-political life, not his 
physical life. President Kim Il Sung said: 

“Independence is what keeps man alive. If he 
loses independence in society, he cannot be called a 
man; he differs little from an animal. We might say 
that socio-political life is more valuable to a man 
than physical life. He is a social being. If he is for- 
saken by society and deprived of political independ- 
ence, though he seems alive, he is virtually dead 
as social human being. That is why the revolutionaries 
deem it far more honourable to die in the fight for 
freedom than to keep themselves alive in slavery.” 
(Ibid., p. 290.) 

The spirit of valuing one’s socio-political life and 
dedicating oneself to revolution comes from the rev- 
olutionary consciousness that he should take the at- 
titude of a master towards the revolution and con- 
struction, defend his right as a master and discharge 
his duty as such. A revolutionary has nothing to do 
with egoism. He can be true to his name only when 
he acquires the spirit of working and living under 
the motto: “One for all and all for one.” 

Then, what attitude should a revolutionary take 
towards revolutionary struggle? 

“For a revolution to take place, the subjective 
and objective conditions must be created. Each coun- 
try’s revolution should be carried out to suit its specif- 
ic realities in which the objective revolutionary situa- 
tion is created. However, this by no means signifies 
that the revolution can develop or ripen by itself. It 
is always the case that the revolution can be advanced 
and brought to maturity only through hard, active 
struggle by revolutionaries. If, because revolution is 
difficult, we just wait for a favourable situation to 
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grow and fail to struggle actively, then revolutionary 
forces cannot be developed. Revolutionary forces can- 
not rise up spontaneously without struggle; they can 
be fostered and strengthened only through hard 
struggle. Without preparing for the decisive hour of 
the revolution, preserving revolutionary forces from 
enemy suppression while constantly accumulating 
and building them threugh positive struggle, it will 
be impossible to succeed in the revolution even when 
the objective situation has been created. To turn 
aside from revolution on the pretext of avoiding 
sacrifice is in fact tantamount to forcing the people 
both to accept lifelong slavery to capital and tolerate 
cruel exploitation and oppression, unbearable mal- 
treatment and humiliation, enormous suffering and 
victimization forever. It can be said that the acute 
pain experienced at a revolutionary turning point is 
always much easier to endure than the chronic pain 
caused by the cancer of the old society. Social rev- 
olution cannot be achieved as easily as going down 
a royal road in broad daylight or as smoothly as a 
boat sailing before the wind. There may be rough 
and thorny questions, turns and twists, along the path 
of revolution, and there may be temporary setbacks 
and partial sacrifices. To flinch before difficulties 
and hesitate in the revolution for fear of sacrifice 
is not the attitude befitting a revolutionary.” 
(Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, pp. 240-41.) 
It is emphasized here that the revolution can be ad- 
vanced to consummation only by revolutionaries 
themselves, through their intensified, active efforts, 
and that neglecting the revolutionary struggle on 
the plea of evading sacrifices is tantamount to forcing 
the people to accept lifelong slavery to capital. Need- 
less to say, this means that the active efforts of the 
revolutionaries themselves are most essential to the 
development of the revolutionary struggle and that 
it is not the attitude of a revolutionary to take the 
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“security first” stand for fear of hardships and 
sacrifices. 


As regards the task of revolutionaries of all coun- 
tries, President Kim Il Sung has this to say: 


“It is the task of revolutionaries of every coun- 
try to define a scientific, careful method of struggle 
on the basis of a correct assessment of the internal 
and external situation and a proper calculation of 
the balance of forces between friends and enemies; 
they must accumulate and build up the revolutionary 
forces by cultivating the nucleus and awakening the 
masses in the trying crucible of revolution, unfold- 
ing an active struggle, yet circumventing the snags 
and avoiding unnecessary sacrifices at ordinary times. 
And it is their task to make full preparations to meet 
the great revolutionary event. Once the revolution- 
ary Situation is created, they should seize the onpor- 
tunity without hesitation and rise up in a showdown 
to shatter the reactionary regime. 


“The forms and methods of revolutionary strug- 
gle, too, are determined not by the wishes of indi- 
viduals, but always by the prevailing subjective and 
objective situation created and the resistance of the 
reactionary ruling classes. Revolutionaries shouid be 
prepared for all forms of struggle; and they should 
effectively advance the revolutionary movement by 
properly combining various forms and methods of 
that struggle—political, economic, violent, nonviolent, 
legal and illegal.” (Ibid. pp. 241-42.) 


He noted that counterrevolutionary violence is 
indispensable to the rule of all exploiting classes and 
that human history knows no instance of a ruling 
class meekly turning over its power; particularly, he 
pointed out that the imperialists resort ever more 
desperately to violent means to maintain their con- 
trol as they approach their doom. He stressed: “Under 
such conditions the liberation struggle of the oppress- 
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ed peoples cannot emerge victorious without using 
revolutionary violence to crush foreign imperialists 
and overthrow the reactionary dictatorial machinery 
of their own exploiting classes that work hand in 
glove with imperialism.” (Jbid., p. 242.) 

These explanations and definitions made by 
President Kim Il Sung on what attitude revolution- 
aries should take towards the revolutionary struggle, 
what are their task and how to determine the methods 
and forms of this struggle are contained in his trea- 
tise entitled The Great Anti-Imperialist Revolutionary 
Cause of the Asian, African and Latin-American Peo- 
ples Is Invincible. This treatise was published on 
the occasion of the first anniversary of the death of 
Che Guevara in battle, in the eighth (October 8, 1963) 
issue of Tricontinental, the theoretical organ of the 
Organization of Solidarity of the Peoples of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. 

I don’t think that President Kim Il Sung’s ex- 
planations and definitions on revolutionary struggle, 
the attitude of revolutionaries, their task and the 
methods and forms of revolutionary struggle, includ- 
ing his remarks on revolutionary struggle, are ap- 
plicable only to the anti-imperialist revolutionary 
struggle of the Asian, African and Latin-American 
peoples. Because in the recent years, in the interna- 
tional communist movement there are tendencies to 
describe the revolutionary struggles of the Asian, 
African and Latin-American peoples, such as Gue- 
vara’s armed struggle, as a “petty bourgeois adven- 
turism’”’ and to insist that this form of violent strug- 
gle is a mere product of the “underdevelopment” of 
their countries and that revolutionary struggles in 
advanced capitalist countries where democracy is 
developed may assume more “progressive” forms. 
The egoistic, easygoing attitude and tendency to 
make revolution and construction avoiding sacrifices, 
difficulties, obligations and dangers as much as pos- 
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sible are so widespread that they ¢an hardly be 
ignored. 

In such circumstances, President Kim Il Sung’s 
explanations and definitions on revolutionary strug- 
gle, the revolutionary’s attitude and tasks and on the 
forms of revolutionary struggle have universality as 
a theory on contemporary revolution which is solidly 
based on the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary principle 
and which embodies the Juche idea. 


President Kim II Sung is developing revolution- 
ary theories that meet all the different stages of rev- 
olution—the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic 
revolution, the socialist revolution and the building 
of socialism and communism. Among his theories the 
one on the building of socialism and communism oc- 
cupies an especially important place. The reason is 
that after the triumph of the socialist revolution the 
revolution and construction raise many complex prob- 
lems peculiar to unexplored spheres, for the solu- 
tion of which we cannot depend too much on the 
founders of Marxism-Leninism and, accordingly, the 
DPRK has had to solve, and actually solved, these 
problems in a creative manner, relying mainly on 
its own efforts. It can be said that the independent 
and creative positions, as a manifestation of the 
Juche idea, are most typically embodied in his theo- 
retical and oe activities for the building of 
socialism and communism. 

Of President Kim I] Sung’s theories on the con- 
struction of socialism and communism, let us con- 
centrate on the theory of the revolutionization and 
working-classization of all society. 
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After the triumph of the socialist revolution and 
the establishment of the socialist system there arises 
a fighting task to achieve the complete victory of 
socialism. Even after the establishment of the social- 
ist system a society in which the underhand ma- 
noeuvres of the hostile classes persist, the corrosive 
action of the outmoded ideas continues, the distinc- 
tions between town and country and the class dis- 
tinctions between the workers and the peasantry re- 
main, the nation’s industrialization has not complete- 
ly been realized and the material and technological 
foundations of socialism have not firmly been laid— 
this society can not yet be claimed as a fully trium- 
phant socialist society. The complete victory of social- 
ism is attained only when a classless society has been 
established where all class differences, including the 
class distinctions between the workers and the peas- 
antry, are eliminated and the firm material and 
technological foundations of socialism commensurate 
with this society are laid. The achievement of the 
complete victory of socialism is followed by a fight- 
ing task of building a communist society where pro- 
ductive forces are developed at such a high level that 
everybody can work according to his ability and 
receive his share according to his needs and all the 
members of society acquire a high level of conscious- 
ness and ideology conforming to the highly develop- 
ed productive forces. 

In order to guarantee the complete victory of 
socialism and achieve the historic cause of the work- 
ing class the socialist state must strengthen the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat to continue the class strug- 
gle on one hand and dynamically push ahead with 
the socialist economic construction on the other. 

“Only when the socialist state acquits itself well 
both in exercising dictatorship against hostile ele- 
ments and in carrying out the ideological revolution 
and economic work, can it occupy the two fortresses, 
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ideological and material, which must be captured on 
the way to socialism and communism, to guarantee 
the complete triumph for socialism.” (Ibid. p. 166.) 

Capturing the ideological fortress means making 
all people indomitable revolutionaries, ardent Com- 
munists. Occupying the material fortress means 
establishing undivided communist ownership over 
the means of production and attaining such high 
level of development of productive forces that enable 
people to work according to their ability and receive 
their shares according to their needs. A communist 
society comes into being when the two fortresses 
are vecupicd. Put its predecessor, the completely 
triumphant socialist society, can also be built only 
by intensifying the struggle to occupy the two for- 
tresses. President Kim I] Sung emphasizes that the 
struggle to capture these two fortresses should be 
carried on in coordination with the struggle against 
the two deviations—the Right deviation to neglect 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the ideological 
revolution and the “Left’’ deviation to put stress only 
on the class struggle and the ideological revolution 
and regard the construction of socialist economy as 
secondary. In view of the fact that some socialist 
countries have sustained great losses in the construc- 
tion of socialism by committing a Right or “Left” 
deviation, it is clear to all that this enunciation of 
President Kim I] Sung is correct. 

The task of capturing the two fortresses is closely 
related to the theory on the revolutionization and 
working-classization of all of society. He said: 

“The process of building socialism and com- 
munism is a process of revolutionizing the workers, 
peasants, intellectuals and all the other members of 
society, and of obliterating all class distinctions 
through the transformation of the entire society on 
a working-class pattern. 

“The building of socialism and communism fre- 
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quires thé elimination of differences between the 
working class and the peasantry in their working 
conditions through the developed productive forces 
and, at the same time, the gradual obliteration of 
distinctions in the thought and morality, cultural 
and teciinical levels of all members of society.” 
(Answers to the Questions Raised by Foreign Journalists, 
Eng. ed., 1974, p. 206.) 

From the viewpoint of class relationship, the 
course of building socialism and communism is a 
process in which the working class, having seized 
power, transforms society after its own pattern in all 
spheres of ideology and morality, culture and 
technology, that is, a process of revolutionization and 
working-classization. The revolutionization of the 
whole of society means to arm the workers, peasants, 
intellectuals and all the other members with the rev- 
olutionary world outlook of the working class and 
bring them up to be true revolutionaries and Com- 
munists. The working-classization means to trans- 
form society on the pattern of the working class and 
eliminate all class distinctions. When all society is 
working-classized, the task of the period of transi- 
tion from capitalism to socialism is fulfilled and the 
complete victory of socialism achieved. However, the 
revolutionization of all of society remains a task still 
to be carried on until communist society is built. It 
can easily be understood that the struggle for the 
revolutionization and working-classization of the 
whole of society cannot be pushed forward without 
first intensifying the ideological revolution. In other 
words, the struggle to capture the ideological for- 
tress first comes to the fore. President Kim I] Sung 
stresses that only by giving precedence to the ideolo- 
gical revolution can the historic task of revolutioniz- 
ing and working-classizing all society be successfully 
solved. Obviously, from this derives the definition of 
the basic form of class struggle in socialist society: 
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the class struggle during the socialist revolution was 
primarily a struggle for the complete liquidation of 
the exploiters as a class, whereas after the 
establishment of the socialist system it is not designed 
to liquidate people as a class but is primarily an 
ideological struggle for their ideological transforma- 
tion. Meanwhile, the tasks of struggle for the revolu- 
tionization and working-classization of all society are 
also inseparably related to the tasks of struggle to 
conquer the material fortress, including that of 
developing productive forces to eliminate differences 
between the working class and the peasantry in 
working conditions. 

The Six-Year Plan which was started from 1971 
set it as the basic task in the sphere of economic 
construction “to cement the material and technical 
foundations of socialism and free the working peo- 
ple from heavy labour in all fields of the national 
economy, by consolidating and developing the suc- 
cesses gained in industrialization and advancing the 
technical revolution onto a new, higher plane.” 
(Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 441.) 
And for this it is defined as the main link in the 
whole chain of the Six-Year Plan to direct efforts to 
carrying out the three major tasks of the technical 
revolution—to eliminate differences between heavy 
and light labour in the field of industry, narrow 
down differences between industrial and agricultural 
labour and free the women from the heavy burden 
of household work. Here, as the basic task of an 
economic construction plan, it is proposed to lighten 
the burden of all the working people in their produc- 
tion activities and gradually free them from 
backbreaking work through the rapid promotion of 
the technical revolution. This is quite unique. In 
order to improve the people’s living conditions, the 
Six-Year Plan also proposes as one of the central 
tasks the rapid elimination of the distinction be- 
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tween the working class and the peasantry in living 
standards. It can be said that this is designed to 
improve material conditions for stepping up the rev- 
olutionization and working-classization of society by 
hastening the overall enhancement and equalization 
of the living standards on the basis of the most 
advanced levels in the two aspects of life—produc- 
tion and consumption. Lessening the burden of all 
the working people in productive labour is defined 
as the basic task. This is underlain by the emphasis 
on a communist viewpoint that man’s true happiness 
is to find life worth living in labour itself, not con- 
sidering labour as painful and keeping away from 
it. 

In other words, this is related to the effort to 
make prevalent the conception that one must love 
work and regard labour as sacred and honourable, 
considering it an expression of the ideas of the 
exploiting class to despise labour and hate to work. 

Marx raised the emancipation of men through 
labour as the most fundamental question. This is 
fully expressed in his viewpoint that one of the 
factors for the stage of communism is established 
when men come to regard labour not only as a means 
of living but as the first vital requirement. However, 
reality shows that many socialist countries are still 
sluggish in bringing about a radical change in their 
viewpoint on labour. Therefore, great importance 
must be attached to the progress of the socialist 
economic construction in Korea under the Six-Year 
Plan and to the theories on the conquering of the 
two fortresses and the revolutionization and work- 
ing-classization of all society, developed by President 
Kim I] Sung who is giving guidance to the socialist 
economic construction, as a brilliant inheritance and 
development of the essential part of Marxism- 
Leninism. The theory about the revolutionization 
and working-classization of all society is unique 
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because in accordance with the principle of the Juche 
idea that men are masters of everything and decide 
everything this theory finds the main link in the 
whole chain of the building of socialism and com- 
munism not in the transformed social system and the 
highly developed productive forces but in the rev- 
olutionization and working-classization of men, that 
is, the transformation and self-emancipation of men, 
masters who change the social system and develop 
productive forces on to a higher level; and, at the 
same time, the theory is aimed at correctly combin- 
ing this with the material aspect. Communist society 
is a society where undivided communist ownership 
is established over the means of production, has 
highly developed productive forces and is very 
abundant materially; at the same time, it is a society 
where all its members are true revolutionaries and 
have high cultural, scientific and technological at- 
tainments. 

This makes it clear that the theory on the rev- 
olutionization and working-classization of the entire 
society is the backbone of the theory on the building 
of socialism and communism and that, at the same 
time, it constitutes enrichment, development and 
perfection of the theory on the revolutionary. 

President Kim II Sung’s theoretical activities in 
the building of socialism and communism cover many 
other realms, including the creation of a completely 
new theory on the period of transition and the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat. The preceding Marxist- 
Leninist theories only gave a rough and _ abstract 
outline. of socialist and communist society, without 
showing any specific ways to reach it. Through his 
broad theoretical activities President Kim Il Sung 
gave a very vivid picture of it; he showed that it 
is a reality appearing before the eyes of mankind 
in the near future and even clearly indicated detailed 
ways and means for arriving at it. This can be 
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claimed as President Kim I] Sung’s typical contribu- 
tion to the creative development of Marxist-Leninist 
theory. This is obvious also in the light of the fact 
that some socialist countries often fall into various 
difficulties, confusions, trials and errors in interpret- 
ing and solving problems arising in the building of 
socialism and communism. In the pres2nt age dif- 
ferent stages of revolutionary development are 
emerging simultaneously all over the world. So, if 
the revolutionary theory is to be systematic, it must 
deal not only with a certain stage of revolutionary 
development but also with all the stages. 

President Kim Il Sung’s revolutionary theory 
concerns all stages of revolutionary development— 
the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolu- 
tion, which is the anti-imperialist, national-libera- 
tion revolution and, at the same time, the people’s 
democratic revolution, the socialist revolution and 
the building of socialism and communism, and is 
bringing about excellent practical results in each stage 
of revolutionary development. His revolutionary 
theory must be claimed as the most typical theory 
that can be legitimately called a systematic theory 
on contemporary revolution. 


The historical mission of the working class is 
not only to strive for the revolution and construction 
in its own country but also make the maximum 
contribution to achieving the cause of world revolu- 
tion. President Kim IJ Sung says: 

‘The historical mission of the working class is to 
do away with all systems of exploitation and to build 
socialism and communism, the highest ideal of man- 
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kind, on a world-wide scale. The final victory of the 
world revolution will be achieved by the complete 
victory of socialist revolutions in numerous countries, 
and the gradual expansion, consolidation and develop- 
ment of the socialist camp.” (/bid., pp. 177-78.) 

As regards the interrelation between the rev- 
olutionary struggle of each nation and world revolu- 
tion, he stated: 

“Just as the forces of capital are international, 
so the liberation struggle of the peoples has an inter- 
national character. The revolutionary movements in 
individual countries are national movements, and at 
the same time, constitute part of the world revolu- 
tion. The revolutionary struggles of the peoples in 
all countries support and complement each other 
and join together in one current of world revolution. 
A victorious revolution should assist those countries 
whose revolutions have not yet triumphed, providing 
them with experiences and examples and render active 
political, economic and military support to the liber- 
ation struggle of the peoples of the world. The peo- 
ples in countries which have not yet won their rev- 
olutions should fight more actively to defend the suc- 
cessful revolutions of other countries against the im- 
perialist policy of strangulation and hasten victory 
for their own revolutions. This is the law of the 
development of the world revolutionary move- 
ment and the fine tradition already formed in the 
course of the people’s liberation struggle.” (Jbid,, 
pp. 239-40.) 

The masters of the revolution in a country are its 
people and the revolution cannot be exported. But, 
just as the forces of capital are international, so the 
liberation struggle of the peoples is an international 
movement, and the revolutionary movement of each 
people supports and complements each other 
and joins together in one current of world rev- 
olution. Those countries which have won the revolu- 
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tion should support by using every means and op- 
portunity the revolutions of the countries which are 
not yet victorious. The peoples who have not yet 
won their revolutions must defend the victorious 
revolutions of other countries and struggle more 
actively to expedite the victory of their own revolu- 
tions. 


Such was the law of development of the world 
revolutionary movement defined by President 
Kim I] Sung. 

This viewpoint is related to a coordinated under- 
standing of the revolutionary victory in one country 
and the victory of world revolution—an understand- 
ing that in order to achieve the final victory of 
socialism the proletariat of each country which has 
seized power in an encirclement of international 
capitalism must strengthen solidarity with all rev- 
olutionary forces. This was already mentioned by the 
founders of Marxism-Leninism. Lenin stressed: 
“.whereas proletarian internationalism demands, 
firstly, the subordination of the interests of the pro- 
letarian struggle in one country to the interests of 
the struggle on a world scale; and secondly, it calls 
for the ability and readiness on the part of the na- 
tions which are achieving victory over the bourgeoisie 
to make the greatest national sacrifices for the sake 
of overthrowing international capital.” (Lenin, 
Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. X, pp. 235-36.) 


“The recognition of internationalism in words, 
and substituting for it in deeds, in all propaganda, 
agitation and practical work, petty-bourgeois nation- 
alism and pacifism,” (ibid., p. 235) is such a widespread 
occurrence that cannot be ignored. 

In this situation President Kim I] Sung’s system- 
atization and definition of the historic mission of 
the working class linked with the acceleration of 
world revolution and of the law of development of 
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the world revolutionary movement have a very great 
significance in theory and practice. 

In the next place, on the basic strategy of the 
present world revolution President Kim Il Sung point- 
ed out: “The basic strategy of the world revolution 
today is to direct the main spearhead against US 
imperialism.” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., 
Vol. IV, p. 357.) As for the basis of this strategy he 


says: 

“Today, on this earth, there is no place, whether 
in Asia, Africa or Latin America, that is free from 
the reach of US imperialism’s tentacles of aggression, 
and there is no country, big or small, free from 
the threat of US imperialist aggression. 

“Aji this proves ever more clearly that US im- 
periaiism is the most barbarous and shameless ag- 
gressor of modern times, the main force of aggres- 
sion and war, the ringleader of world reaction, the 
bulwark of modern colonialism, the strangler of na- 
tional liberation and independence, and the disrupter 
of world peace. 

“Without combatting US imperialism, neither 
peace nor national independence, nor the victory of 
democracy and socialism is conceivable today.” 
(Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, pp. 324-29.) 

The formation of the world socialist system, the 
powerful upsurge of the anti-imperialist, national- 
liberation struggle in Asian, African and Latin- 
American countries and the strengthening of 
democratic forces in capitalist countries radically 
changed imperialism’s conditions for existence after 
the Second World War. This change increased 
a centripetal tendency within the imperialist camp, 
and the international imperialist system or modern 
imperialist system was formed with US imperialism 
as the organizer-dominator. One of the main charac- 
teristic features of this modern imperialist system 
is that it was established under the overall leadership 
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of US imperialism which, as a result of the unbal- 
anced development of capitalism during the Second 
World War, had assumed unchallenged superiority 
over the capitalist world in military power, productive 
forces and gold reserve. US imperialism that had 
come to head world imperialism sought a way out of 
its doom in the execution of the policy for new ag- 
gression, new war. AS a consequence, it stretched 
out its tentacles of aggression to all parts of the 
world, to all countries large and small. 

Such being the situation, without directing the 
main spearhead against US imperialism, the revolu- 
tionary peoples all over the world would not be able 
to win peace, national independence, democracy and 
socialism. Each people confronted with various fight- 
ing tasks and placed in different stages of revolution- 
ary development would never be able to push ahead 
with the tasks of struggle, revolutionary tasks, unless 
they fought US imperialism as target No. 1 in their 
struggle. _ 

A prevalent revolutionary theory had been that 
the revolution was victorious where the weakest link 
in the chain of world imperialist front was broken. 
(See Stalin, Works, Vol. VI, pp. 13437.) This was based 
on the conception that the chain of world imperialism 
is first broken at its end where contradictions are 
beyond control and the function to adjust them is 
weak, rather than at its strong head or heart. 
However, the fundamental change of international 
situation following the Second World War, the 
subsequent reorganization of the imperialist system 
and the formation of modern imperialist system 
headed by US imperialism strengthened the head, 
the heart of world imperialism, while, at the same 
time, greatly weakening it. 

President Kim Il Sung’s theory that only by 
directing the main spearhead against US imperial- 
ism, the head and heart of world imperialism, is it 
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possible to cause the total collapse of modern 
imperialist system is a completely unique theory 
which teaches us to correctly grasp the situation of 
modern imperialism and stand opposed to it. 

In order to intensify the struggle against US 
imperialism we must correctly understand its main 
strategy. It is “to destroy, one by one and by force 
of arms, the small and divided revolutionary socialist 
countries and the newly independent countries while 
refraining from worsening its relations with big 
powers and avoiding confrontation with them as far 
as possible. In addition, it is to intensify its ideological 
and political offensives in an attempt to subvert from 
within these countries which are weak ideologically 
and reluctant to make revolution and which spread 
illusions about imperialism among the people and 
want to live with it on good terms, clamouring for 
nothing less than  unprincipled coexistence.” 
(Ibid., p. 245.) 

To oppose this main strategy of US imperialism 
the anti-imperialist revolutionary forces all over the 
world must form the broadest possible anti-US united 
front, join hands and deal blows at US imperialism 
everywhere it is extending its crooked hands of ag- 
gression. It is especially necessary for small countries 
to establish Juche and join all their efforts in chop- 
ping limbs off US imperialism and beheading it, 
thereby dealing a counterstroke to its strategy of 
piecemeal. 

President Kim I] Sung gives a detailed and specific 
amplification on these points. (See Kim Il Sung, Selected 
Works, Eng. ed., Vol. IV, p. 541 & Vol. V, p. 187.) 

In order to strengthen the anti-US struggle it is 
also imperative to intensify the struggle against 
Japanese militarism and other allies of US imperial- 
ism. President Kim IJ Sung gives the following analy- 
sis: Being historically accustomed to the invasion 
of other countries with the backing of big imperial- 
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ist forces, Japanese militarism has now been revived 
into a dangerous aggressive force in Asia with the 
active encouragement of US imperialism and is again 
overtly stretching out its tentacles of aggression to 
Korea and other Asian countries and, therefore, the 
Asian and the world’s peoples are now confronted with 
the most urgent task of stepping up the struggle 
against Japanese militarism as well as US imperial- 
ism. (See Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, 
pp. 493-97.) He also stated that it is a grim reality 
that under the patronage of US imperialism Japanese 
militarism has been revived and become a dangerous 
aggressive force in Asia with the US imperialist 
backing and stressed: “Such keing the case, to 
argue about whether Japanese militarism has been 
revived or not is out of date. The point is to oppose 
the aggressive machinations of revived Japanese 
militarism and struggle to check them.” (Answers to 
the Questions Raised by Foreign Journalists, Eng. ed., 1974, 
p. 215.) 

Today there is a tendency to hesitate in the anti- 
US struggle or to be irresolute in the struggle 
against the allies of US imperialism, claiming that 
US imperialism is not the only enemy or that the 
anti-US struggle is imperative. Therefore, President 
Kim Il Sung’s theory and strategic and tactical policy 
of anti-imperialist, anti-US struggle that the main 
spearhead must be directed against US imperialism 
and, at the same time, the struggle be waged against 
its allies have a weighty importance. 

The socialist countries and the international com- 
munist movement must play a decisively important 
role in strengthening the anti-imperialist, anti-US 
struggle and achieving the final victory of world 
revolution. In reality, however, unity is not achieved 
within the socialist countries and the international 
communist movement and their ranks are disorgan- 
ized, so that they are unable to do their bit properly 
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in carrying out world revolution. Accordingly, in the 
light of the present world revolutionary movement 
strengthening unity and solidarity within the so- 
cialist countries and the international communist 
movement is a matter of pressing urgency. As 
regards the lack of unity within the socialist 
countries and the international communist move- 
ment which had been quite unimaginable in the 
times of Marx, Engels and Lenin, President 
Kim Il Sung proposes ways and means for treating 
and solving the problem, which are worthy of close 
attention. The differences of opinion between frater- 
nal parties and countries may be caused by the dif- 
ferent historical and geographical conditions of their 
activities, or their different national duties or their 
mistaken conceptions of Marxist-Leninist principles 
and their lack of a consistent revolutionary stand. 
These differences are entirely different from those 
between hostile classes; they are internal affairs of 
socialist countries and the international communist 
movement, which must always be solved through 
ideological struggle, on the basis of the unity of 
class brothers. Socialist countries have every condi- 
tion for unity. Namely, power is in the hands of the 
working class, exploitation of man by man is liqui- 
dated because the socialist ownership of the means of 
production is established, and the revolution and 
construction are guided by Marxism-Leninism. 
(See Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, pp. 
177-83.) 

The principles to be observed in achieving unity 
and cohesion among the socialist countries are: first, 
to oppose imperialism; second, to support the na- 
tional-liberation movement in colonies and the work- 
ing-class movement in all countries; third, to march 
on towards socialism and communism; and fourth, to 
abide by the principles of noninterference in each 
other’s internal affairs, mutual respect, equality and 
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mutual benefit. (See Answers to the Questions Raised by 
Foreign Journalists, Eng. ed., 1974, p. 198.) 

The supreme leader of the Party and the state 
of the DPRK which is firmly maintaining an inde- 
pendent stand within the socialist countries and the 
international communist movement and whose 
prestige is daily enhancing, President Kim II] Sung 
has advanced the ways and means to treat and solve 
the aforementioned problems, thereby greatly 
contributing to hastening world revolution. 

President Kim I] Sung’s theory of contemporary 
revolution has an all-inclusive system with the theory 
of the revolutionary as its axis, around which re- 
volve two wheels—one is the continuum of time or the 
continuous development of revolutionary struggle 
from the low to the high stage and the other the ex- 
pansion of space or the acceleration of world revolu- 
tion involving all areas. This theory is a highly 
remarkable one for its scale, rich content and the 
invariable revolutionary principle shown by its 
system itself. At the same time, it must be noted 
that practice bears eloquent witness to the cor- 
rectness and preeminence of President Kim Il Sung’s 
theory on contemporary revolution. 

“All the policies and lines of our Party emanate 
from the Juche idea and they embody this idea. The 
Juche idea is not a theory for theory’s sake; it is the 
guiding idea of the revolution and construction in 
our country that we put forth on the basis of the 
experiences and lessons obtained through our com- 
plicated revolutionary struggles. In our country the 
Juche idea is a stern fact of history established in 
all aspects of social life.’ (Ibid., p. 296.) 

Today there are a flood of “theories” which do 
not care about practice as well as “theories” 
which seem to be utterly unable to bear the burden 
of practice. Marx pointed out: “The question whether 
objective (gegenstdndliche) truth can be attributed 
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to human thinking is not a question of theory but is 
a practical question. In practice man must prove the 
truth, that is, the reality and power, the this- 
sidedness (Diesseitigkeit) of his thinking. The 
dispute over the reality or non-reality of thinking 
which is isolated from practice is a purely scholastic 
question.”” (Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Selected 
Works, Eng. ed., Vol. II, p. 402.) At a time when this com- 
ment of Marx’s is gaining its weight again, President 
Kim I] Sung’s theory on contemporary revolution 
and its foundation, the Juche idea, raise and expound 
really important problems. 
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PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG’S THEORY 
ON NATIONS 


Nakagawa Nebue, Critic 


AN ARTICLE CARRIED BY NOS. 1 AND 2, 1973 OF THE 
JAPANESE MAGAZINE MIRAI 


Marxism-Leninism was founded and has developed 
as a theory for the revolutionary proletariat and the 
working masses to struggle for the liquidation of all 
manner of oppression and inequality, including class 
oppression and discrimination. The national question 
whose main content is the liquidation of national op- 
pression and inequality holds a particularly impor- 
tant place in Marxism-Leninism. This can be made 
clear by a mere fact that the overwhelming majority 
of the world’s population is subjected to the foreign 
imperialists’ national oppression or exposed to their 
constant menace. The founders of Marxism-Leninism, 
therefore, paid an extremely serious attention to the 
national question, as well as the class question. 

However, Marx, Engels and Lenin—the founders 
of Marxism-Leninism—had to approach the question 
in the conditions restricted by the given time and 
environment. For example, Marx and Engels were 
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active in the time when capitalism had not yet reach- 
ed the stage of imperialism and the national question 
had not been linked with the colonial question. As 
for Lenin, he did not live to witness the deepening of 
the general crisis of capitalism, the upsurge of the 
anti-imperialist, national-liberation struggle of the 
Asian, African and Latin-American peoples as a 
whole and the beginning of the collapse of imperial- 
ism’s colonial ruling system. Moreover, circumstanced 
as they were, they dealt with the national ques- 
tion mainly from the standpoint of the revolutionary 
struggle of the proletariat in the oppressor nations, 
from the viewpoint of the world proletarian revolu- 
tionary movement. 


“For a long time I believed that it would be pos- 
sible to overthrow the Irish regime by English work- 
ing-class ascendancy.... Deeper study has now con- 
vinced me of the opposite. The English working-class 
will never accomplish anything before it has got 
rid of Ireland. The lever must be applied in Ireland.” 
(Marx’s letter to Engels of December 10, 1869 on the Irish 
question. See Marx and Engels, Ireland and the Irish Question, 
Eng. ed., Moscow, 1971, p. 284.) 


“In oppressing other nations, a nation is forging 
the fetters for its own bondage.” (Address of the General 
Council of the International Working Men’s Association writ- 
ten by Marx to the Council of the Federation of Latin Swiss 
in Geneva, Jan. 16, 1870.) 


These remarks tell in easy terms of the attitude 
of Marx who tackled the national question, with the 
main stress on the study and clarification of what 
fundamental approach should the proletariat of the 
oppressor nations make to the question. 

Meanwhile, Stalin, who is credited with a consid- 
erable contribution to the Marxist-Leninist theory on 
nations, brought forth the question: “...is there any 
hope, any basis, for utilizing these (the revolution- 
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ary—Tr.) potentialities (latent in the revolutionary 
liberation movement of the oppressed countries—Tr.) 
for the proletarian revolution, for transforming the 
dependent and colonial countries from a reserve of 
the imperialist bourgeoisie into a reserve of the rev- 
Olutionary proletariat, into an ally of the latter?” 
Then, he stated in answer: “Leninism replies to this 
question in the affirmative, i.e., it recognizes the 
existence of revolutionary capacities in the national- 
liberation movement of the oppressed countries, and 
the possibility of using these for overthrowing the 
common enemy, for overthrowing imperialism.” 
(Stalin, Works, Eng. ed., Moscow, 1953, Vol. VI, p. 146.) 
Thus, he probed into the question of how to use the 
revolutionary energies of the  national-liberation 
movement of the oppressed countries from the 
viewpoint of the world proletariat’s revolutionary 
movement. 

Meanwhile, it was indispensable to take up the 
question of abolishing national oppression and 
inequality from another viewpoint, from the inde- 
pendent standpoint of the anti-imperialist, national- 
liberation movement on the part of the oppressed 
countries and nations. However, before World War 
IT the anti-imperialist, national-liberation movement 
of the oppressed countries and nations was not in a 
position to fully provide itself with necessary theory 
and strategic and tactical policies. 

After the war the anti-imperialist, national-libera- 
tion struggle of the Asian, African and Latin-Ameri- 
can countries made a stormy advancement and drag- 
ged the colonial ruling system of imperialism into 
the process of collapse, further aggravating the 
general crisis of capitalism. At the same time, the 
camp of capitalism was reorganized into a modern 
imperialist system with US imperialism as its chief- 
tain, and US imperialism constantly menaced many 
politically independent Asian, African and _ Latin- 
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American peoples by means of old and new colonial- 
ism. Under such circumstances the peoples of the 
oppressed countries and nations found it necessary 
to wage a struggle by their own theory and strategic 
and tactical policies, and obtained the possibility to 
do so for the first time. 


President Kim Il Sung’s theory on nations is the 
most typical one which, proceeding from the view- 
point of the anti-imperialist, national-liberation 
struggle of the oppressed countries and _ nations, 
makes a Juche-oriented approach to the development 
and definition of the theory and strategic and tactical 
policies on the struggle, and it is worthy of note view- 
ed from the Marxist-Leninist theory on nations. 


In the Marxist-Leninist theory on nations whose 
principal task is to abolish national oppression and 
inequality, the cardinal point is to develop and define 
the theory and strategic and tactical policies of the 
anti-imperialist, national-liberation struggle. The 
creative development of Marxist-Leninist theory on 
nations as such can never be brought about by con- 
centration on the interpretation of the classics divorc- 
ed from practice. It is possible only where the anti- 
imperialist revolutionary struggie assumes a most 
violent form and yields the greatest possible results. 


The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea was 
the first after the Second World War to bear the 
brunt of US imperialism’s direct armed intervention, 
crushing it and humbling the pride of US imperial- 
ism which had so far boasted of being “invincible’’. 
Thus, it started US imperialism on the downhill. Sub- 
sequently, the DPRK has been standing in the fore- 
front of struggle against US imperialism and Japanese 
militarism which was revived as a dangerous force 
of aggression in Asia with an active US backing. 
Moreover, it is striving to put an end to the division 
of the country into the north and the south which 
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was caused and has been maintained by foreign im- 
perialists’ interference and intervention and_ to 
achieve the country’s independent, peaceful reunifica- 
tion, the supreme national task. The Republic’s effort 
for the independent, peaceful reunification proves 
successful and an example of this is the North-South 
Joint Statement of July 4, 1972. 


It is by no means an accident that an important 
contribution has been made to the Marxist-Leninist 
theory on nations by President Kim Il] Sung who, as 
the supreme leader of the DPRK, has for a long time 
been directing the struggle of the Korean people. 
President Kim Il Sung’s contribution to Marxist- 
Leninist theory extends over various realms, but 
here I would like to confine my study to the national 
question. 


As is well known, President Kim Il Sung starts 
from his own Juche idea in approaching all problems. 
He said: : 

“Our Party’s idea of Juche represents the most 
correct Marxist-Leninist idea of leadership for the 
successful accomplishment of our revolution and 
construction and is the invariable guiding principle 
of the Government of the Republic in all its policies 
and activities. 

“Only by firmly establishing Juche can each coun- 
try repudiate flunkeyism to great powers and dog- 
matism and creatively apply the universal truth of 
Marxism-Leninism and the experience of other coun- 
tries in line with its historical conditions and national 
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characteristics; always solve its own problems by it- 
self on its own responsibility, eliminating reliance 
on others while displaying the spirit of self-reliance; 
and, accordingly, carry on its revolutionary cause 
and construction work successfully.” (Kim Il Sung, 
Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. IV, p. 553.) 

Pointing out that the revolutionary forces of north 
Korea, the revolutionary forces of south Korea and 
the international revolutionary forces should be 
built up fully in order to achieve the country’s 
reunification and complete the Korean revolution 
on a nationwide scale, President Kim I Sung attaches 
especially great importance to strengthening the in- 
ternal revolutionary forces of the Korean people in 
the north and the south. This clearly shows his atti- 
tude to achieve the supreme national task of the Ko- 
rean people entirely from the standpoint of Juche. 

At the same time, President Kim I] Sung stated 
that it was most important for the peoples of other 
Asian, African and Latin-American countries to firmly 
establish Juche in their anti-imperialist, national- 
liberation struggle. In this connection he said: 

“To defeat US imperialism, all countries, big and 
small, should fight against it. Particularly important 
here is that small countries in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America give up flunkeyism, i.e., the tendency to rely 
on big powers, and take an active part in the anti-US 
struggle. It is incorrect to think that US imperialism 
cannot he beaten down unless big countries fight it. 
It would certainly be better if big countries would 
join small countries to fight US imperialism. That is 
why small countries should endeavour to unite with 
big countries. But, this by no means signifies that 
only a big country can fight and defeat US imperial- 
ism. It is clear that a small nation will not be able 
to make revolution if it depends on big countries and 
sits by doing nothing; other peoples cannot and wiil 
not make the revolution for it. Even a small country 
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can defeat a powerful enemy once it establishes 
Juche, unites the masses of the people and valiantly 
wages battle, regardless of the sacrifice. This is a 
very plain truth of our times which has been borne 
out in real life. The experience of the Korean war 
proved this truth. And the triumph of the Cuban 
revolution and the Vietnamese people’s heroic war 
of resistance against US imperialism and for national 
salvation have eloquently proved this truth.” 
(Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, pp. 247-48.) 

As is well known, the overwhelming majority 
of Asian, African and Latin-American countries are 
not big but small. Here President Kim I] Sung stress- 
es that even a small country could defeat a big im- 
perialist country if it gave up flunkeyism, namely, 
the tendency to rely on a big country, firmly estab- 
lished Juche, united the masses of the people and 
fought bravely. It can be said that this statement 
of his has clarified a truth which has a universal 
significance for the Asian, African and _  Latin- 
American countries. 

The most important features of President 
Kim Il] Sung’s theory on nations lie in the fact that 
concerning the anti-imperialist, national-liberation 
struggle which forms the core of the Marxist-Leninist 
theory on nations, the question is raised and dealt 
with in a very unique way. 

What should be clarified first in connection with 
the anti-imperialist, national-liberation struggle is 
the position occupied by the struggle of the Asian, 
African and Latin-American peoples. 

President Kim I] Sung called attention to the fact 
that Asia, Africa and Latin America occupy 71 per 
cent of the world’s land surface, are inhabited by 
more than two-thirds of the world’s population, have 
inexhaustible natural resources, that even today im- 
perialism squeezes tens of billion dollars of profits 
out of these continents every year, and that if these 
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continents are completely cleared of old and new 
colonialism, there will be neither imperialist Western 
Europe nor imperialist North America. Then, he 
pointed out: 

“The struggle of the peoples of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America against imperialism and colonialism 
is a sacred liberation struggle for hundreds of mil- 
lions of oppressed and humiliated people; it is also 
a great battle to cut the life line of world imperial- 
ism. This struggle and the revolutionary struggie of 
the international working class for socialism are the 
two major revolutionary forces of our times, and they 
join into one torrent which will carry imperialism 
to its grave.” (Kim I] Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. 
IV, p. 539.) 

Further, he said in his speech at a Pyongyang 
mass meeting held in honour of Prince Sihanouk of 
Cambodia on August 6, 1971: 

“Today Asia is the region where the revolution- 
ary storm is the fiercest. It is the main arena of the 
anti-imperialist revolutionary struggle and it is here 
that imperialism’s life line is being cut off. 

“Since there are many revolutionary and emhbat- 
tled countries in Asia and their unity is strong, the 
US imperialists have directed the spearhead of their 
aggression against Asia, employing all manner of ag- 
gressive manceuvres to blockade and attack Asia’s 
socialist countries and check the rapidly growing 
national-liberation movement. But, in face of the 
united and decisive counterattack of the peoples in 
this region, the US imperialists have sustained defeat 
after defeat and this has driven them into such a tight 
corner that they can no longer stay on in Asia. 
The US imperialist policy of aggression in Asia is 
faced with total bankruptcy.” (Answers to the Questions 
Raised by Foreign Journalists, Eng. ed., 1974, pp. 20-21.) 

President Kim I Sung defined the revolutionary 
struggle of the Asian, African and Latin-American 
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peoples against imperialism and for national libera- 
tion as one of the two major revolutionary forces of 
modern times like the revolutionary struggle of the 
international working class for socialism. He also 
clearly stated that Asia is the main arena of the 
anti-imperialist revolutionary struggle, that in this 
area the life line of imperialism is being cut off 
most violently and that today at last the US imperial- 
ist policy of aggression in Asia is faced with total 
bankruptcy. He was the first to make such an ap- 
praisal which is worth special notice. In this state- 
ment he scientifically elucidated that the Asian, 
African and Latin-American peoples who had for a 
long time been deprived of the right to determine 
their own destiny by the foreign imperialists, not 
only regained it but also established themselves as 
a force determining the course of world history. 

In establishing and developing the theory and 
strategic and tactical policies on the anti-imperialist, 
national-liberation struggle, it is imperative to cor- 
rectly grasp two forms of colonialism, old and new, 
of modern imperialism, and its world strategy. 

While declaring that today we are living in an 
age of a violent revolutionary change when the colo- 
nialist system of imperialism is crumbling beyond 
repair, in a great age of history when the national- 
liberation revolution of the oppressed peoples is gain- 
ing signal victory, President Kim I] Sung stressed 
that the US-led imperialists will never quit the stage 
of history of their own accord. And he pointed out 
the imperialists’ manoeuvres to save themselves out 
of the impending doom by means of aggression and 
war. In this connection he said the US imperialists 
were resorting to open violence, committing aggres- 
sive acts against the socialist countries and inde- 
pendent national states, brutally suppressing the na- 
tional-liberation movement of the Asian, African and 
Latin-American peoples and viciously disturbing 
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peace in all parts of the world. Further, he clarified 
that the US imperialists are pursuing the colonial 
enslavement policy in many of the Asian, African 
and Latin-American countries by bribing Right-wing 
circles such as the reactionary top brass of the mili- 
tary and representatives of the tribal upper crust, 
and are not only impeding the development of an in- 
dependent national economy in backward countries 
through “economic aid” under the signboard of “aid 
to underdeveloped countries” but also flagrantly in- 
terfering in their internal affairs and reducing their 
political independence to a mere name. Then, he 
made a survey of the actual state of modern imperial- 
ism’s colonial domination in old and new forms. 

President Kim I] Sung also declared that US im- 
perialism is the most barbarous and heinous im- 
perialism of modern times, that it is the chieftain of 
world imperialism and that, accordingly, the battle 
against US imperialism is an inalienable common 
duty and a principal revolutionary task of all peoples 
of the world. Referring to the need of thoroughly 
penetrating its world strategy for the successful de- 
feat of US imperialism, he said: 

“US imperialism’s basic strategy for world ag- 
gression at the present stage is to destroy, one by 
one and by force of arms, the small and divided rev- 
olutionary socialist countries and the newly inde- 
pendent countries while refraining from worsening 
its relations with big powers and avoiding confronta- 
tion with them as far as possible. In addition, it is 
to intensify its ideological and political offensives 
in an attempt to subvert from within these countries 
which are weak ideologically and reluctant to make 
revolution and which spread illusions about imperial- 
ism among the people and want to live with it on 
good terms, clamouring for nothing less than unprin- 
cipled coexistence.” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. 
ed., Vol. V, p. 245.) 
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Further, President Kim I Sung stated that today 
the Asian peoples and the progressive peoples of 
the world are confronted with the very urgent task 
of frustrating US imperialism’s aggression and, ai 
the same time, struggling against the revival of 
Japanese militarism. This is, he declared, because 
Japanese militarism which has been revived as a 
dangerous force of aggression in Asia with the active 
boost of US imperialism is, with its backing, once 
again openly stretching out its tentacles of aggres- 
sion to Korea and other Asian countries, and _ its 
menace to world peace and the independence and 
security of the Asian countries is increasing from 
day to day. He stressed: 

“The struggle against Japanese militarism is a 
struggle to safeguard peace in Asia and the world 
and a main link in the chain of the struggle to check 
and thwart the Asian strategy of the US imperial- 
ists. While fighting US imperialism, all the peace- 
loving peoples of the world must further intensify 
the struggle against Japanese militarism and, by con- 
certed action, foil its aggressive ambitions.” (bid, 
p. 494.) 

President Kim I] Sung’s representation of the 
features of old and new colonialism practised by the 
imperialists today, analysis of the world strategy of 
US imperialism, the chieftain of world imperialism, 
and clarification of the position of the struggle a- 
gainst Japanese militarism—all this is very unique 
and worthy of note. 

Today no place on earth, whether Asia, Africa or 
Latin America, is clear of US imperialism’s tentacles 
of aggression, and no country, big or small, is free 
from the threat of US imperialist aggression. In these 
specific conditions the revolutionary peoples all over 
the world are confronted with the task of further in- 
tensifying the struggle against imperialism and old 
and new colonialism. 
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President Kim Il Sung pointed out in this con- 
nection that the peoples of the socialist countries, 
before anyone else, should play a big role, and that 
they should not only vigorously promote the building 
of socialism and communism in their own countries, 
but also, proceeding from Marxist-Leninist revolu- 
tionary ethics, regard it as an internationalist duty to 
give active support to the national-liberation move- 
ment in other countries. 

Together with the peoples of the socialist coun- 
tries, he says, the working class in the capitalist coun- 
tries should also step up the struggle against imperial- 
ism and thus give powerful support to the liberation 
movement of the oppressed nations. It is clarified 
that in order to intensify their plunder and exploita- 
tion of the oppressed peoples, the imperialists make 
every effort to estrange the working class of the 
metropolitan countries from them, and manoeuvre 
to poison the working class with the stench of racism 
and national chauvinism and to disorganize the fight- 
ing ranks of the working class from within by bribing 
the labour aristocrats with a portion of the super- 
profits they have squeezed from their colonies. Then 
it is stressed that the working class of the capitalist 
countries must smash this underhand trick of the 
imperialists and fight against their aggression and 
plunder of the oppressed peoples, and that this is 
the way for the working class of the capitalist coun- 
tries to achieve their class emancipation and to con- 
tribute to the national-liberation movement in the 
colonies. 

Lastly, it is pointed out that the peoples of the 
colonies must combine their strength and wage a 
resolute, do-or-die struggle to drive out the imperial- 
ists and win complete freedom and independence, 
and that the newly independent countries are con- 
fronted with the heavy task of safeguarding their 
national independence, carrying the revolution for- 
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ward and supporting the liberation struggle of the 
peoples still under the imperialist yoke. 

President Kim [I] Sung is the first to make such 
a coherent systematization and elucidation of the 
duties and tasks of the anti-imperialist revolutionary 
forces of the whole world, and mention must be made 
of its great theoretical and practical significance. 

Now under these circumstances, what should be 
the strategy of the Asian, African and Latin-American 
peoples to carry on their struggle? To this President 
Kim II] Sung answers: 

“In order to defeat US imperialism, a struggle 
must be waged against it vigorously all over the 
world.... 

“It is particularly important that the peoples of 
small countries which are carrying out revolutions 
have complete confidence in victory and that they 
pool their strength to deal an annihilating blow to 
US imperialism. Experience shows that if a nation, 
no matter how small, believes in and relies on the 
strength of its people, establishes Juche and rises in 
a resolute struggle, it can defeat any imperialist 
forces of aggression. If more countries, even though 
small, pool their strength and fight determinedly 
against imperialism, their peoples can overwhelm 
US imperialism on each and every front. The peoples 
of all countries making revolution should rip the 
limbs off the US devils and behead them in every 
part of the world. The US imperialists appear strong, 
but when the people of many countries attack from 
all sides and dismember them together, they will 
become impotent and bite the dust in the end.” 
(Ibid., p. 187.) 

This shows small countries’ strategy against the 
US imperialist strategy to defeat them one by one. 
That is to establish Juche and rip the limbs off US 
imperialism and behead it. What seems to have been 
taken into account in mapping out this strategy is: 
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“All facts show that imperialism is collapsing at a 
very great speed in our time ” (Answers to the Questions 
Raised by Foreign Journalists, Eng. ed. 1974, p. 23.) 
and US imperialism spreads its tentacles of 
aggression to all parts of the world and, accordingly, 
its strength is dispersed on a worldwide scale. It 
can be said that this is a very original way of deal- 
ing with the matter, correctly based on the present 
stage of world history and the actual conditions of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


Now the presentation of the strategy of small 
countries to establish Juche and fight together to 
cut limbs and head off US imperialism in opposition 
to the latter’s strategy to defeat them one by one, 
merits attention as it stresses the necessity of the 
formation of an international anti-imperialist, anti- 
US united front. 

“The peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America 
have common interests and are in the position to 
support each other in their anti-imperialist, anti-US 
struggle. As long as Africa and Latin America are 
not free, Asia cannot be free; driving the US im- 
perialists out of Asia will benefit the liberation 
struggle of the African and Latin-American peeples. 
Victory over US imperialism on one front will sap 
its strength that much, facilitate victory on other 
fronts. If the US imperialist forces of aggression are 
defeated in any part of the world, it will be a very 
good thing for all peoples of the world. It is neces- 
sary, therefore, to form the broadest possible anti- 
US united front to isolate US imperialism completely, 
and hit it in unity wherever it extends its talons of 
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aggression. This alone will make it possible to dis- 
perse and weaken the force of US imperialism to the 
maximum and to lead the peepie with their decided- 
ly superior power to defeat US imperialism on all 
fronts.” (Kim I] Sung, Selected Works, wng. ed., Vol. IV, 
p. 541.) 

Needless to say, the international anti-imperial- 
ist, anti-US united front advocated by President 
Kim I] Sung comprises “all the socialist countries and 
anti-imperialist forces the world over....” ( Ibid., p. 606.) 
The advocation of the formation of such an interna- 
tional anti-imperialist, anti-US united front is not 
without precedent. But President Kim Il Sung is 
quite unique in affirming that by firmly establishing 
Juche the small couniries of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America must and can play an active and positive role 
in the formation of the international anti-imperial- 
ist, anti-US united front and, further, within this 
front which is to be formed. 

Special stress must be laid on the fact that 
President Kim I] Sung’s advocation of the formation 
of the international anti-imperialist, anti-US united 
front is poles apart from that of others who, for 
instance, remaining in a safety zone, try hard to drive 
others into danger or, forgetting their own prole- 
tarian internationalist duty, pick holes in others’ be- 
haviours. It is firmly based on the principled posi- 
tion of proletarian internationalism and shows the 
greatest possible self-sacrificing spirit and devotion. 

In the Political Programme of the Government of 
the Republic announced at the First Session of the 
Fourth Supreme People’s Assembly of the DPRK on 
December 16, 1967, President Kim Il Sung referred 
to the primary task of the current anti-imperialist, 
anti-US struggle and the Government of the Re- 
public’s basic attitude towards it, saying: 

“The primary task of the anti-imperialist, anti- 
US struggle at present is to check and foil US im- 
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perialist aggression in Viet Nam and support the Viet- 
namese people in every way in their just war of 
resistance against US imperialism and for national 
salvation... 

“The Government of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea and the Korean people consider 
the US imperialist aggression against Viet Nam to 
be an aggression against themselves and are doing 
everything in their power to support the brotherly 
Vietnamese people. The Government of the Republic 
and our people solemnly declare once again that we 
are fully prepared to fight side by side with the Vict- 
namese people whenever requested to do so by the 
Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet 
Nam.” (Zbid., pp. 606-07.) 

Speaking at a National Meeting of Youth for 
General Mobilization on April 13 that year, President 
Kim I] Sung touched on the tense situation created 
between the Republic and the United States at the 
time when the US side showed a strong. reaction 
against the capture by a People’s Army unit of the 
Republic of its spy ship Pueblo in the act of intrusion 
into its territorial waters on January 23, 1968, and 
sent its atomic-powered aircraft carrier Enterprise 
to the Korean waters. Then, he said: 

“The Vietnamese people are now tearing one leg 
off US imperialism, and we should do the same in the 
future. Viet Nam and our country should tear off 
one of its legs each, and Latin America and Africa 
one of its arms each, so as to behead it in the end.” 
(Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, pp. 42-43.) 

Expressed here is the attitude towards the task 
of supporting the anti-US, national-salvation struggle 
of the Vietnamese people, which was now the prime 
task in the anti-imperialist, anti-US struggle, that is, 
the readiness to take all necessary measures includ- 
ing the dispatch of volunteers and fight side by side 
with the Vietnamese people, should the Vietnamese 
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people request it. Further, it is clarified that both 
Viet Nam and Korea should tear the legs off US 
imperialism, in other words, Korea and Viet Nam 
bear the brunt of the struggle against US imperial- 
ism and carry the situation to the point where they 
will finally behead US imperialism in concert with 
other fighting peoples. 

Another characteristic of President Kim Il Sung’s 
strategy for the anti-imperialist, anti-US struggle of 
the small countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America 
and his idea and advocacy of the formation of the 
international anti-imperialist, anti-US united front is 
the attitude of not imposing an excessive role on 
others but positively estimating each country’s role 
adapted to its conditions and circumstances. He says: 

“The revolutionary peoples should be encouraged 
to tear the left and right legs and left and right 
arms off the Yankees, cut off their ears, pull out 
their teeth, or at least pinch them or pull cut their 
hair in all parts of the world.” (Ibid., p. 42.) 

‘“..-here ean be different categories of people 
among those who oppose US imperialism and sup- 
yort the Vietnamese people. Seme, repenting of their 
past mistakes, may condemn the US imperialist ag- 
gression and support the Vietnamese people now in 
order to make up for them. Others may reluctantly 
join the anti-imperialist struggle, under pressure from 
the people of their own country and the peoples 
throughout the world, although their fundamental 
position remains unchanged. 

“But, whatever their motives, it is necessary to 
enlist all these forces in the joint anti-imperialist 
strugele.... 

“It is our belief that the more forces are drawn 
into the joint anti-imperialist struggle, the better it 
will be. It is necessary to induce those who shun the 
anti-imperialist struggle to participate in it and to 
encourage passive people to become active in the 
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struggle.” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. IV, 
pp. 358-59.) 

It is clear from these quotations that the small 
countries’ strategy and the international united front 
for the anti-imperialist, anti-US struggle propounded 
and advocated by President Kim I] Sung place them- 
selves, that is, the Government and people of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, under the 
heaviest obligation, while they expect the govern- 
ments and peoples of other countries to do their best 
under their given conditions. 

When the Korean people express readiness to 
take charge of the fiercest part of the anti-imperial- 
ist, anti-US struggle, together with the Vietnamese 
people, it is not mere talk. This was clearly proved 
not only by the Korean war from 1950 to 1953 but 
also by the above-mentioned Pueblo incident and 
then, later, by the incident of shooting down the 
espionage plane EC-121 (the US spy plane EC-121 
which intruded deep into the air space of the Re- 
public, was downed by a People’s Army unit of the 
Republic on April 15, 1969, and the main force of 
the US 7th Fleet known as the world biggest was 
thrown into the Korean waters in protest, thus plung- 
ing the situation to the brink of the outbreak of a 
second Korean war. But the United States could not 
but withdraw in the end in face of the Republic’s 
consistent resolute attitude) and so on. Therefore, 
when President Kim Il Sung says that the peoples of 
other countries are expected to do their best in their 
specific conditions and that, if they were not in a 
position to attack US imperialism in front, they 
would be encouraged at least to pinch it by stealing 
up to it from behind or to pull out its hair, for ex- 
ample, his words have great persuasive power. 

All these facts testify to the important conitribu- 
tion made by President Kim Il Sung to the creative 
development in part and parcel of the Marxist-Lenin- 
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ist theory on nations, a theory for revolution and 
practice. 

Generally speaking, there may be, and actually 
are, different ways of taking up the national ques- 
tion and different approaches to it, depending on the 
class positions. Marxism-Leninism, the revolutionary 
theory of the proletariat, demands that the national 
question be dealt with and approached uncondition- 
ally and strictly from a principled stand of prole- 
tarian internationalism. If a Marxist-Leninist, who- 
ever he may be, takes up and approaches the national 
question without a firm, principled proletarian in- 
ternationalist stand, he is sure to commit a bourgeois 
nationalist error. 

It is not so difficult to uphold and adhere to prole- 
tarian internationalism in word only. But it is not 
very easy in practice to stick constantly to the prin- 
cipled stand of proletarian internationalism. 

How steadfastly one adheres to the principled 
stand of proletarian internationalism in taking up 
and approaching the question of the anti-imperial- 
ist, national-liberation struggle of the peoples of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America is measured not by 
lip homage but by the degrees of his actual support 
to that struggle and his willingness to contribute to 
its victorious conclusion. In this respect, President 
Kim Il Sung referred to the duties and tasks of the 
socialist countries that have already won their rev- 
Olutions. He said: 

“Just as the forces of capital are international, so 
the liberation struggle of the peoples has an inter- 
national character. The revolutionary movements in 
individual countries are national movements, and at 
the same time, constitute part of the world revolu- 
tion. The revolutionary struggles of the peoples in 
all countries support and complement each other 
and join together in one current of world revolution. 
A victorious revolution should assist those countries 
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whose revolutions have not yet triumphed, providing 
tnem with experiences and examples and_ render 
active political, economic and military support to the 
liberation struggle of the peoples of the world. The 
peoples in countries which have not yet won their 
revolutions should fight more actively to defend the 
sueccesstul revolutions of other countries against the 
imperialist policy of strangulation and hasten victory 
for their own revolutions.” (Kim I! Sung, Selected Works, 
Eng. ed., Vol. V, pp. 239-40.) 

It is a common knowledge that a revolution can- 
not be exported. Therefore, only the people of the 
given country can fill the part of the master in the 
revolution of that country. But this does not negate 
that the people’s liberation struggle against the forces 
of capital which are international in character, must 
be pushed forward as an international movement, 
as a link in the chain of world revolution, although 
it has national characteristics. What is particularly 
important here is that the countries which have won 
victory in their revolutions should fully recognize 
their obligation to render active support to the peo- 
ples of other countries who have not yet won their 
revolutions, and fulfil it in practice. How many times 
and how pointedly this precept of principle was em- 
phasized by the founders of Marxism-Leninism, 
especially by Lenin who brought victory in the social- 
ist revolution for the first time in human history! 
Today, however, this principled precept is apt to be 
neglected and cases are often found in which coun- 
tries whose revolution has triumphed are engrossed 
in their own matters of immediate concern and fail 
to fully carry out their internationalist duty to those 
countries which have not yet attained the victory of 
revolution. This means that they have fallen into 
national selfishness. Under these circumstances, the 
above-mentioned remarks of President Kim I] Sung 
acquire great significance. 
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It is noteworthy that these remarks and emphasis 
of President Kim I] Sung, too, are not mere talk 
but are guaranteed by action. Here is what he says: 
“We are giving aid to the newly independent coun- 
tries. We are not very well-off, but we must help 
the anti-imperialist nations as much as we can. Need- 
less to say, if we did not give aid to foreign countries 
we would be better clothed and enjoy a more com- 
fortable life. But we must not be narrow-minded. We 
must render every form of active assistance to any 
people who try to destroy Yankees. Thus, we will 
cement our solidarity with the peoples who are mak- 
ing revolution.” (Ibid. p. 40.) 

Now, the question arises: how faithfully do the 
working class of the capitalist countries fulfil their 
internationalist duty? I have already mentioned that 
President Kim Il Sung pointed out that, first of all, 
the peoples of the socialist countries had to play a 
great role in the ranks of the revolutionary peoples 
of the world who are confronted with the task of in- 
tensifying their struggle against imperialism, old 
and new colonialism, and that the working class in 
the capitalist countries should also perform an im- 
portant role together with the peoples of the social- 
ist countries. So, here I will only cite the following 
words of President Kim I] Sung: “In order to increase 
their plunder and exploitation of the people of the 
colonial and dependent countries, the impcrialists 
make every effort to estrange the working class of 
the metropolitan countries from the peoples of the 
colonies. They manoeuvre to poison the working class 
with the stinking ideas of racism and national chau- 
vinism and to disorganize the militant ranks of the 
working class from within by bribing the labour 
aristocrats with a portion of the superprofits they 
have raked in from the colonies. The working class 
of the metrovolitan countries must thoroughly smash 
this underhand trick and stoutly fight against the 
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imperialists’ aggression and plunder of colonial and 
dependent countries.” (Ibid, pp. 325-26.) 

With the big change in the international situa- 
tion after the Second World War, the reorganization 
into the system of modern imperialism headed by 
US imperialism took place, the dependence of the 
major capitalist countries on the United States and 
their subordination to it deepened, and modern im- 
perialism adopted old and new colonialist methods 
of aggression and plunder. In such conditions, the 
working class of the capitalist countries often fail 
to fully understand the role they have to play in 
the ranks of the world’s revolutionary forces fight- 
ing against imperialism and old and new colonialism 
and, accordingly, cannot discharge their proletarian 
internationalist duty well. It seems that one of the 
chief causes is that they turn to economism and are 
not aware that the improvement of their living stand- 
ards results mainly from the allotment of a part of 
the colonial superprofits, the product of aggression 
and plunder of the peoples of other countries, and 
that this is basically illegitimate and should be re- 
jected as such. Therefore, it can be said that the 
above-mentioned remarks of President Kim I] Sung 
have principled importance. 


The victory of the socialist revolution brings 
about the elimination of class oppression and exploita- 
tion under capitalism and, at the same time, the 
abolition of national oppression. But the distinctions 
and inequalities between nations are not easily oblit- 
erated even after the victory of the socialist revolu- 
tion. 
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National distinctions and inequalities are not 
alike. And the Marxist-Leninist theory on nations has 
so far duly touched on the question of national 
distinctions after the socialist revolution, but it has 
made no reference to the question of national inequal- 
ities. 

Concerning the question of national distinctions 
after the socialist revolution, Lenin said: 

“The aim of socialism is not only to end the divi- 
sion of mankind into tiny states and the isolation of 
nations in any form, it is not only to bring the nations 
closer together but to integrate them.... In the same 
way as mankind can arrive at the abolition of classes 
only through a transition period of the dictatorship 
of the oppressed class, it can arrive at the inevitable 
integration of nations only through a transition period 
of the complete emancipation of all oppressed na- 
tions, i.e., their freedom to secede.” (Lenin, Collected 
Works, Eng. ed., Moscow, 1965, Vol. XXII, pp. 146-47.) 

“As long as national and state differences exist 
among peoples and countries—and these differences 
will continue to exist for a very long time, even after 
the dictatorship of the proletariat has been estab- 
lished on a _ world scale—the unity of international 
tactics of the Communist, working class movement 
of all countries demands, not the elimination of 
variety, not the abolition of national differences 
(this is a foolish dream at the present moment), but 
such an application of the fundamental principles of 
Communism (Soviet power and the dictatorship of 
the proletariat) as will correctly modify these prin- 
ciples in certain particulars, will properly adapt, 
apply them to the national and national-state dif- 
ferences.”’ (Lenin, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. X, p. 135.) 

In a word, Lenin pointed out that socialism aimed 
at the rapprochement and union of peoples, which 
must necessarily be preceded by the process of com- 
plete liberation of all oppressed nations, that the 
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national and state differences would continue to 
exist for a very long time even after the realization 
of the proletarian dictatorship on a worldwide scale 
and that, accordingly, it was not right to try to hastily 
obliterate national distinctions. 

Stalin carried forward this proposition of Lenin. 
He said that it was wrong to think that the oblitera- 
tion of national distinctions and the withering away 
of national languages would be realized at once after 
the defeat of world imperialism, that is, through the 
promulgation of laws and ordinances from above. 
He pointed out that the first stage of the period of 
the proletarian dictatorship all over the world would 
be the stage in which the hitherto oppressed nations 
and national languages would develop and thrive, in 
which national equality would be established, in 
which mutual distrust of nations would be swept 
away and in which the international ties between 
nations would be organized and strengthened. Then, 
he stated that the period of the disappearance of na- 
tional distinctions and national languages would not 
begin until the worldwide proletarian dictatorship 
has entered its final stage (Stalin regarded that the 
period of worldwide proletarian dictatorship would 
cover three stages). 

These propositions of Lenin and Stalin on the 
question of the eradication of the national distinc- 
tions must be considered to retain their essential 
validity still now. This clarification of the question 
of obliterating national distinctions was made pos- 
sible only by Marxist-Leninist theory on nations. 

In contrast, the discussion of the question of na- 
tional inequalities is strikingly belated. This may 
be due, for one thing, to the fact that the 
general belief has been widely current that when 
an end is put to capitalism there could be no more 
question of serious national inequalities between the 
socialist countries. 
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However, the realities following the Second World 
War have clearly shown that the question of national 
inequalities which has arisen in various forms among 
the socialist countries (of course, it is fundamental- 
ly different from that among the capitalist countries), 
has fairly negative impact on the unity of the social- 
ist countries and the promotion of the anti-imperialist 
revolutionary struggle. Today the clarification of the 
question of national inequalities after the socialist 
revolution has become an urgent task indispensable 
for the development of the world socialist system 
and the progress of the anti-imperialist revolutionary 
struggle on a worldwide scale. 

It must be pointed out here that President 
Kim Il Sung, who has made an important contribu- 
tion, as mentioned above, to the development and 
definition of the theory, strategy and tactics for the 
anti-imperialist, national-liberation movement of the 
peoples of Asian, African and Latin-American coun- 
tries, is also making a remarkable contribution to 
the solution of the question of national inequalities 
after the triumph of socialist revolution. 

What is characteristic in President Kim I] Sung’s 
settlement of this question is that economic back- 
wardness is defined as the real basis of the national 
inequalities among the socialist countries, that the 
greatest importance is attached to its elimination, 
and that the building of an independent national 
economy is put forward as the central task for that 
purpose. 

In the Political Programme of the Government 
of the Republic announced at the First Session of 
the Fourth Supreme People’s Assembly in December 
1967, President Kim Il Sung explained the signifi- 
cance of the building of an independent national econ- 
omy, declaring: firstly, it is a guarantee of political 
independence and, secondly, without building an in- 
dependent national economy it is impossible to es- 
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tablish material and technical foundations for social- 
ism and build socialism and communism successful- 
ly. Lastly, he pointed out: 

“The building of an independent national econ- 
omy is also the basic guarantee that nations can elimi- 
nate the economic backwardness which constitutes 
the real basis of inequalities between them, achieve 
national prosperity and build a socialist and com- 
munist society successfully. 

“The building of socialism and communism, as 
you know, requires the eradication of inequalities 
between nations as well as of class distinctions. 

“Such inequalities, however, do not disappear im- 
mediately when the socialist revolution triumphs in 
each country, nor do they vanish through the amal- 
gamation of nations in one way or another. 

“The era of capitalism is an era in which national 
oppression prevails side by side with class exploita- 
tion, an era in which the free development of the 
great majority of nations is held back by a few na- 
tions and inequalities between nations exist. It is, 
therefore, necessary for the nations liberated from 
capitalist exploitation and oppression not only to be- 
come labouring socialist nations but also to build 
highly developed, independent national economies for 
their fullest free development and all-round efflores- 
cence. Only by 80 doing can all inequalities among 
nations be done away with and can all nations build 
socialism with success, and gradually go on to com- 
munism.” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. IV, 
pp. 558-59.) 

The correctness of such a solution of the question 
and formulation of orientation is proved by the fact 
that the Workers’ Party of Korea and the Democratic 
Peonle’s Republic of Korea, which follow the policy 
of building a socialist economy basically along the 
line of building an independent national economy, 
have attained an unshakable independent position in 
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the world socialist system and in the international 
communist movement, and, together with the Work- 
ers’ Party of Viet Nam and the Democratic Republic 
of Viet Nam, are performing a very important part in 
restoring and strengthening the unity of the social- 
ist countries and the international communist move- 
ment. 

It can be said that the elucidation and solution 
of the question by President Kim I] Sung are quite 
unique in the light of the fact that he has taken up 
the question of national inequalities after the triumph 
of the socialist revolution mainly from the viewpoint 
of the economic foundation and, further, set forth 
the establishment of Juche in this matter, that is, 
the building of an independent national economy, as 
the key to the solution of the question. It will serve 
as the material basis in urging the big powers to 
abandon their national selfishness which is another 
factor of national inequalities. 

Thus, we come to the realization that President 
Kim I] Sung’s theory on nations is firmly based on 
the Juche idea and embodies it in all fields of activity. 
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I. DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIALIST ECONOMIC 
CONSTRUCTION 


A quarter of a century has already passed since 
the founding of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. The Korean war that broke out soon after the 
birth of this state was indeed a crucial trial to the 
Korean people. However, they overcame this trial 
and then pursued an independent line of socialist 
construction in the ensuing harsh international en- 
vironment. 

Following the period of rehabilitation and con- 
struction (1954-1956), the period of laying founda- 
tions for industrialization (1957-1960) and the period 
of socialist industrialization (1961-1970), the social- 
ist economic construction in Korea has now entered 
the period of further advancing the technical revolu- 
tion (1971-1976). They are the periods of the Three- 
Year Plan for the postwar rehabilitation and devel- 
opment of the national economy, the First Five-Year 
Plan, the Seven-Year Plan and the new Six-Year 
Plan. The line of policy consistently followed by the 
Workers’ Party of Korea throughout the whole of 
these periods is as follows: 

“Over the whole period of socialist economic con- 
struction our Party has consistently adhered to the 
basic line of socialist economic construction on giving 
priority to the growth of heavy industry simultancous- 
ly with the development of light industry and agricul- 
ture.” (Let Us Further Strengthen the Socialist System of 
Our Country, Eng. ed., pp. 13-14.) 

“In develoning light industry, our Party main- 
tained the policy of simultaneously developing large- 
scale, nationally-controlled industries and the medium- 
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and small-scale local industries.” (Ibid., p. 15.) 

“In distributing the country’s productive forces 
our Party and the Government of the Republic fol- 
lowed the principle of bringing factories and other 
enterprises closer to the sources of raw materials 
and the consumer areas, of guaranteeing the balanced 
development of the different branches of the national 
economy and all the regions of the country, and 
rapidly narrowing down the difference between town 
and country.” (obid., p. 16.) 

“..we gave top priority to the ideological revolu- 
tion in the countryside...and, at the same time, vigor- 
gusly carried on the technical and cultural revolu- 
tions.” ([bid., pp. 17-18.) 

Let me give a brief account of how this basic line 
of the Party and the Government was implemented 
in each period. 


1. THE PERIOD OF THE THREE-YEAR PLAN FOR 
POSTWAR REHABILITATION (1954-56), 


The Sixth Plenary Meeting of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Workers’ Party of Korea which was 
convened right after the armistice decided on the 
basic line of “giving priority to the growth of heavy 
industry simultaneously with the development of 
light industry and agriculture.” The task confronting 
the Korean people in the wake of the Korean war was 
“to restore the deteriorated living standard of the 
people in the shortest possible time and, at the same 
time, to lay the foundations for the future develop- 
ment of our self-sustaining national economy by 
rapidly restoring and strengthening the material, 
productive foundations of our devastated industry and 
agriculture.” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. 
II, pp. 19-20. The italics are the author’s.—Tr.) 

The successful solution of this difficult and com- 
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plex task lay precisely in “giving priority to the 
growth of heavy industry while simultaneously de- 
veloping light industry and agriculture.” 

This was proposed not as a temporary line for the 
postwar period but as the basic line for laying the 
foundations of an independent national economy. 
“Priority growth of heavy industry” provided the 
concrete way for the coordinated solution of the 
tasks—raising the people’s living standards and 
establishing the country’s economic foundations. And 
it was intended to build heavy industry not for heavy 
industry’s sake; it was to build a heavy industry that 
directly and effectively serves the development of 
light industry and agriculture and the improvement 
of the people’s living conditions. As regards the in- 
vestment in the capital construction of the industrial 
sphere, the following policy was taken: First, in 
rehabilitating and constructing heavy industry, invest- 
ments should be concentrated on the branches closely 
related to the improvement of the people’s living 
conditions; and second, stress should be put on the 
rehabilitation of existing enterprises, while building 
some new ones, with a view to saving funds and 
realizing effective returns on the investments. 

In the Three-Year Plan period, the industrial out- 
put grew 2.8 times (the rate of growth was 42 per 
cent on an annual average), of which the output of 
the means of production increased 4 times and that 
of consumer goods 2.1 times. This meant topping 
the prewar level by 80 per cent. In agriculture the 
goal was set at reaching the prewar level. The general 
agricultural production increased 1.4 times, of which 
the grain output surpassed the level of the prewar 
year of 1949 by 8 per cent. 

The rate of growth of agricultural production was 
relatively low compared with the greatly increased 
industrial production. But in this period, with the 
progress of rural irrigation, the introduction of ad- 
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vanced farming methods, the increase of the utility 
rate of land, etc., the foundations of agricultural pro- 
duction were consolidated and an agricultural coop- 
erative movement was stepped up. This provided basic 
conditions for the stable development of agricultural 
production in the later periods. 

The socialist factors showed a noteworthy expan- 
sion and development in the Three-Year Plan period, 
although the socialist transformation was fully carried 
out in the subsequent First Five-Year Plan period. 
Here, the capitalist trade and industry were reor- 
ganized along socialist lines in the form of coopera- 
tives, not through “expropriation” or in the form of 
state capitalism. As a result of the nationalization of 
major industries (or the confiscation of the property 
owned by the Japanese and the traitors to the nation) 
immediately after liberation, the state sector held 
72.4 per cent in the total industrial production at the 
end of 1946, and the private capitalist trade and in- 
dustry occupied a low proportion and their form of 
management, too, was similar to that of an extreme- 
ly fragmentized private enterprise. Even they were 
weakened in the Korean war which wrought havoc 
with them. 

The same is the case with agricultural cooperati- 
vization. What is noteworthy in Korea’s agrarian re- 
form is: first, the land was distributed according to 
the number of work hands, not evenly distributed 
according to the “number of family members”; and 
second, the sale, purchase, mortgage and lease of 
the distributed land were strictly forbidden. This 
enabled the peasants to farm their land by them- 
selves on the one hand and, on the other, precluded 
the possibility of the capitalist differentiation of the 
peasantry and the concentration of land. This agrarian 
reform envisaged socialist collectivization. The form 
of joint work such as an “ox-sharing team” and 
“labour-exchange team” was introduced and_ state 
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agricultural enterprises such as state agro-stock farms 
and farm machine hire stations were newly set up 
and expanded even after the Korean war which had 
destroyed the means of agricultural production, 
decreased manpower and caused the shortage of 
draught animals. In Korea cooperativization progres- 
sed at a rapid tempo on the voluntary principle even 
before the country’s socialist industrialization was ef- 
fected and its capacity to supply farm machines in- 
creased. 

The Party and the Government laid down three 
types of cooperativization—the mutual-aid workteam, 
the semi-socialist type in which distribution was made 
according to the amount of work done and the size 
of land pooled and the socialist type in which the 
shares were distributed solely according to the work 
done. However, this was not a formalistic definition 
that cooperativization must develop stage by stage. 
In Korea, in most cases, the highest, third type of 
cooperatives were directly organized. 

As a consequence, the socialist sector held an over- 
whelming proportion in the national economy in 
1956, the closing year of the postwar Three-Year 
Plan. 

For instance, the socialist sector held 85.8 per cent 
in the national income, 98 per cent in industrial pro- 
duction, 78.9 per cent in agricultural production and 
87.8 per cent in retail trade turnover. Cooperatives 
were joined by 80.9 per cent of the farm house- 
holds, the overwhelming majority of which were 
affiliated with cooperatives of the third type. This 
independent development of the theory and policy 
for the socialist economic construction in this period 
is seen: first, in the unique theory on the priority 
growth of heavy industry with the simultaneous de- 
velopment of light industry and agriculture, and the 
fact that this was defined not as the line for the 
postwar period of rehabilitation alone but as the basic 
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line of the socialist economic construction; and second, 
in the policy of cooperativization which preceded in- 
dustrialization and mechanization. This policy came 
from the standpoint of giving weight to the transfor- 
mation of the relations of production and to their 
reaction rather than to the “productive forces.” This 
has made a definite contribution to the theory on 
the reorganization of the relations of production, 
especially in Asian socialist countries. 


2. THE FIRST FIVE-YEAR PLAN PERIOD (1957-60), 


The period of the First Five-Year Plan started 
from 1957 following the successful fulfilment of the 
Three-Year Plan for postwar rehabilitation and con- 
struction. Its basic task was to ‘complete the coopera- 
tivization of agriculture and the socialist transforma- 
tion of private trade and industry” and, at the same 
time, to “lay the foundations for socialist industrializa- 
tion, basically solve the problems of food, clothing 
and housing for the people” and develop the former 
colonial agrarian country into ‘a socialist industrial- 
agricultural state with an independent economic 
foundation” by shoring up the war-devastated na- 
tional economy. 

The First Five-Year Plan had to be carried out 
under the tense internal and external situation. The 
US-led international reaction carried out provoca- 
tions and subversive activities. There were inten- 
sified manoeuvrings by the domestic anti-Party 
elements who were aligned with the revisionist trends 
within the socialist countries. In addition, econom- 
ically, there were a relative shortage of technical 
personnel and skilled workers and the general short- 
age of funds, materials and manpower. These dif- 
ficult conditions demanded a considerable degree of 
austerity. 
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The results of the fulfilment of the First Five- 
Year Plan were: first, the socialist transformation of 
agriculture and private trade and industry was com- 
pleted in 1958; the socialist system was victorious in 
all branches of the national economy and, on this 
basis, the socialist economic construction started 
along new lines. Second, a leaping advance was made 
in both industrial and agricultural production. The 
goal under the plan which envisaged a 2.8-fold in- 
crease in the industrial output over 1956 was attain- 
ed in a matter of two and a half years; the industrial 
output in 1960 increased 3.5 times over 1956 and the 
rate of annual average increase in industrial pro- 
duction was 36.6 per cent. The agricultural produc- 
tion grew 1.4 times in the plan period, the rate of 
the annual average increase being 11 per cent. Third, 
the structure of the national economy was modernized 
and its independent foundations consolidated. Indus- 
try’s colonial onesidedness was overcome; there was 
a switch over from the production of raw materials 
and semi-finished products to the production of semi- 
finished and finished goods and a radical change was 
effected in technical equipment. In 1958 the task 
of building more than one local industry factory in 
each city and county was set forth in order to pro- 
duce consumer goods, and this task was carried out 
through an all-people movement. As a result, the 
state-owned and cooperative-owned local industries 
came to turn out about half of the consumer goods. 
This step was taken to attain a regional balance in 
the distribution of industries and, at the same time, 
to develop a line of developing large-scale, centrally- 
controlled industries along with medium and small- 
scale local industries. With the completion of agricul- 
tural cooperativization, the technical revolution in 
agriculture was put on the order of the day. At that 
time stress was laid on irrigation and electrification 
and progress was made in mechanization and chemi- 
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calization. In 1958 there was the merger of agricul- 
tural cooperative farms with ri as a unit and the 
chairman of the ri people’s committee was made to 
concurrently hold the chairmanship of the coopera- 
tive farms. This marked the starting point for the 
introduction of a unique system of agricultural man- 
agement. 

The factors for the successful fulfilment of the 
First Five-Year Plan despite the aforesaid unfavour- 
able conditions may be pointed out as follows: 

Firstly, the Chollima Movement which started 
from 1956-57. “The Chollima Movement represents 
a mass drive which organically fuses collective inno- 
vations in economic and cultural construction with 
the work of educating and remoulding the working 
people. Through the Chollima Movement all the 
wisdom, enthusiasm and creative energy cf our peo- 
ple are brought into full play, innovations are wrought 
in all spheres of economy, culture, thought and 
morality, and the building of socialism in our country 
is greatly accelerated.” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, 
Eng. ed., Vol. IV, p. 239.) 

Rather than a socialist emulation drive for pro- 
duction, it was a combination of collective innova- 
tion in all the economic and cultural spheres with a 
mass movement for communist ideological education. 

When President Kim I] Sung proposed it as an 
important task to eliminate dogmatism and formal- 
ism and establish Juche in ideological work, the 
Workers’ Party of Korea in accordance with the prin- 
ciple of self-reliance, cemented its unity against re- 
visionism, dogmatism and flunkeyism within and 
without and decided on concentrating all efforts on 
the socialist economic construction. It launched a 
movement for “maximum production and economiza- 
tion” and put up the slogan, ‘Let us rush forward at 
the speed of Chollima!” The ideological struggle to 
establish Juche was infused with the movement for 


119 


increased production and economization, and innova- 
tions were reported from all fronts of production. As 
there was a mass upsurge in socialist construction, 
the Workers’ Party of Korea paid attention to the 
proper combination of politicai and moral incentive 
with material incentive. It did not lay undue stress 
on the material incentive or simply deny it. It also 
blended the advancement of science and technology 
with the upswing in labour efforts. The Chollima 
Movement is called the general line of the socialist 
construction in Korea. This is because it is based on 
the socialist principles and scientific prospects. 

Secondly, attention should be paid to the measures 
taken for adjusting the rate of the growth of the na- 
tional economy and its equilibrium by defining the 
year 1960 as ‘‘a period of adjustment.” The great 
meaning of the Chollima Movement lay in the fact 
that it ensured the rapid rate of the socialist con- 
struction. This high rate of growth presupposes the 
planned and balanced development of the socialist 
economy. The important question is how to secure 
the high rate of growth and the planned and balanced 
development simultaneously. Since the Chollima 
Movement in Korea was adopted as the basic line for 
bringing about a high rate of economic growth, it 
was necessary to opportunely regulate partial, tem- 
porary imbalances which were unavoidable and 
guarantee a proper balance between different bran- 
ches. “In 1960 we eased the strain some branches 
had begun to feel in the course of the rapid develop- 
ment of the national economy, bolstered certain lag- 
ging branches, and further raised our people’s ma- 
terial and cultural standards. Thus in all branches we 
fulfilled or overfulfilled the assignments of the Five- 
Year Plan, consolidated our successes, and made full 
preparations for the successful completion of a new 
perspective plan.” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., 
Vol. III, p. 98.) 
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3. THE SEVEN-YEAR PLAN PERIOD (1961-70). 


“The fundamental tasks of the Seven-Year Plan 
are to carry out a comprehensive technological 
reconstruction and the cultural revolution, and to 
make radical improvements in the people’s _ living 
conditions by relying on the triumphant socialist 
svstem. We must carry out socialist industrializa- 
tion, equip all branches of the national economy 
with modern technology, and decisively raise the 
material and cultural standards of the whole popula- 
tion. Thus, we will attain the high peak of socialism.” 
(Ibid., pp. 106-07.) The Seven-Year Plan was, after all, 
aimed at converting the country into a socialist indus- 
trial state by fully realizing socialist industrializa- 
tion under the triumphant socialist system. The 
Seven-Year Plan (1961-67) was designed to attain a 
3.2-fold increase in industrial production and a 2.4- 
fold increase in agricultural production. However, 
during this period the worsening international ten- 
sion and the widening differences within the social- 
ist countries made it hard to fulfil this plan. In 1966 
the Workers’ Party decided to follow a line of build- 
ing the economy and defences in parallel and put off 
the fulfilment of the Seven-Year Plan for three years. 

Of the results of the Seven-Year Plan and the 
policies taken in the course of its fulfilment, atten- 
tion should be directed to the following: 

First, this country was the first to become an ad- 
vanced socialist industrial state in Asia. In the plan 
period the annual rate of growth of industrial pro- 
duction was 12.8 per cent on an average even under 
the condition where more than 30 per cent of the 
state budget had to be turned to military expenditure. 
As a result, industrial production grew 3.3 times in 
1970 over 1961, and in 1969 industry made up 74 
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per cent in the aggregated industrial and agricultural 
output. Especially, the speedy development of heavy 
industry with machine-building industry at the core 
improved the technical equipment of light industry 
and all other branches of the national economy and 
brought about a marked progress in the electrifica- 
tion and automation of the national economy. An 
independent modern industry, developed in a many- 
sided way relying on its own solid raw material base 
and equipped with new technology, came into being 
to form the backbone of an independent national 
economy. 

Second, a marked advance was made in the agro- 
technical revolution, and there was established a 
sound system of agricultural production which is 
rarely to be seen among the _ socialist countries. 
Especially, in the technical revolution, irrigation and 
electrification were completed and a striking progress 
was attained in mechanization and chemicalization. 
The material-technical foundations of agricultural 
production were greatly consolidated and the food 
problem was basically solved. This technical revolu- 
tion was propelled not merely to increase the agri- 
cultural productive force. It was carried out under 
a farsighted plan to solve the rural question once 
and for all after socialist transformation and go over 
to communism through a classless society. Theses 
on the Socialist Rural Question in Our Country was 
adopted in 1964. It formulated the three principles 
for rural activities under socialism: Firstly, the tech- 
nical, cultural and ideological revolutions should be 
carried out in the rural areas; secondly, the working- 
class leadership of the peasantry, the assistance of 
industry to agriculture, and the support of the towns 
to the countryside should be strengthened; and third- 
ly, the guidance and management of agriculture 
should be brought closer to the advanced level of 
enterprise management of industry, the bonds be- 
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tween all-people property and cooperative property 
be strengthened, and cooperative property be brought 
closer to the property of the whole people. In ad- 
dition, as measures to consolidate the economic foun- 
dations of cooperative farms and improve the farm- 
ers’ living conditions it was decided: firstly, to abolish 
the agricultural tax-in-kinds; secondly, to carry out 
rural capital construction with state funds; and third- 
ly, to build rural modern dwelling houses at state 
expense. This decision was enforced in the 1960's. 

The enterprise management of agriculture will 
be mentioned below. In the Seven-Year Plan period 
the technical revolution was carried out as part of the 
great change made in the countryside. The coopera- 
tive farms no longer made productive investments, 
the farmers became tax-free and their dwelling 
houses were built at state expense. This was a great 
revolution in the solution of the peasant and agricul- 
tural questions, a revolution next to the agrarian re- 
form and cooperativization; it was part of the process 
of the working-classization of the peasants. 

Third, a unique and rational system of social- 
ist economic management to be mentioned later was 
established in all realms of industry and agriculture, 
which, along with the planning system of the nation- 
al economy, supports the steady growth of the social- 
ist economy of Korea. 


4, THE NEW SIX-YEAR PLAN PERIOD (1971-76) 


The new Six-Year Plan is being carried out on 
the basis of socialist industrialization. The basic task 
of this plan is “to cement the material and technical 
foundations of socialism and free the working people 
from heavy labour in all fields of the national econ- 
omy, by consolidating and developing the successes 
gained in industrialization and advancing the 
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technical revolution onto a new, higher plane.” 
(Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, p. 441.) 
When viewed against both the per-capita output value 
of the major industrial goods and the level of the 
national income, the level of industrialization is still 
Jower than that of advanced industrial states. Hence 
the task of consolidating and developing the success 
of industrialization and bringing the technical rev- 
olution to a higher plane. The goal is “to liberate the 
working people from backbreaking labour.” The 
three major tasks of the technical revolution en- 
visaged by the new Six-Year Plan are, in the final 
analysis, to remove the distinction between heavy 
and light labour, narrow the disparity between in- 
dustrial and agricultural work and free the women 
from household chores. President Kim I] Sung’s report 
to the Fifth Party Congress and Premier Kim II’s re- 
port on the Six-Year Plan specifically point to the 
semi-automation and automation of heavy labour and 
heat-affected and other harmful labour, the mechani- 
zation of farm work, the introduction of intensive 
farming methods and to the supply of electrical pro- 
ducts for the reduction of household chores. This is 
probably aimed at filling up manpower shortage and 
easing the strain on labour. But its main object must 
be to give purposefulness to labour and actually de- 
velop it as man’s vital demand, with a view to a new 
stage of socialism, a stage of “completely triumphant 
socialism’’—a classless society. 

The new Six-Year Plan envisages a 2.2-fold in- 
crease of industrial production and a 14 per cent 
growth on an annual average. In this period the work 
of rounding out al] the industrial branches should be 
carried on energetically and main efforts be directed 
to making full use of the existing capacities of indus- 
trial production, while supplying a sufficient amount 
of power, fuel and raw materials to the industrial 
branches by giving priority to the development of 
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power and mining industries and undertaking new 
construction projects as less as possible. It is pro- 
posed as a task to adjust the imbalances between 
the branches and turn their existing capacities to 
the best account. At the same time, stress is laid on 
strengthening the Juche character of industry; in 
particular, it is stressed that efforts should be made 
to refrain as much as possible from depending on 
foreign coke, crude oil, rubber, light metals, etc. and 
that all industrial branches should be 60 to 70 per 
cent self-reliant with regard to raw materials. 

In agriculture the goal of grain output for 1976 is 
set at 7 to 7.5 million tons (of which the rice output 
is 3.5 million tons), and it is envisaged that the per- 
chongodo grain output will increase through intensive 
farming; under the mechanization for this period, 
the number of tractors will reach an average of 6.9 
for every 100 chongbo; rapid advance will be attained 
in animal husbandry, fruit growing and forestry, too, 
and the living standard of the working people be en- 
hanced. 

At any rate, the new Six-Year Plan is a tremen- 
dous and ambitious plan. Its fulfilment must be note- 
worthy together with the effectiveness of the econ- 
omic management system which will be dealt with 
below. 


Il. FORMATION OF THE THEORY ON 
SCCIALIST ECONOMIC CONSTRUCTION 


As was seen in the course of the building of a 
socialist economy, Korea’s economic policy and its 
theoretical development have a very unique aspect. 
This is true of the “policy of preferential develop- 
ment of heavy industry” in the period of postwar re- 
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habilitation after the Korean war, as well as of the 
problem of “socialist transformation of the rela- 
tions of production.” Here, I would like to make 
special reference to the completion of the socialist 
transformation in 1958 and the major characteristics 
of the theory of socialist economic construction sub- 
sequent to the triumphant establishment of the 
socialist system. President Kim I] Sung’s essays com- 
pactly enunciate the economic policies and theories 
of the Korean Party and Government. Their develop- 
ment can be seen in the following essays on the social- 
ist economy (his general speeches to Party congres- 
ses and Supreme People’s Assembly sessions are not 
included): 

For Correct Management of the Socialist Agricul- 
ture (February 8, 1980) 


On the Successful Accomplishment of the Tech- 
nical Revolution (August 11, 1960) 

Let Us Radically Improve the People’s Living 
Standards by Strengthening the Role of the County 
and Further Developing Local Industry and Agricul- 
ture (August §, 1962) 


On Further Developing the Taean Work System 
(November 9, 1962) 


On Further Strengthening and Developing the 
County Cooperative Farm Management Committees 
(November 13, 1962) 

Theses on the Sociclist Rural Question in Our 
Country (February 25, 1964) 

To Give Full Play to the Great Vitality of the 
Unified and Detailed Planning of the National Econ- 
omy (September 23, 1965) 


On the Questions of the Period of Transition from 
Capitalism to Socialism and the Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat (May 25, 1967) 

On Some Theoretical Problems of the Socialist 
Economy (March 1, 1969) 
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Let Us Further Strengthen the Socialist System of 
Our Country (December 25, 1972). 

The system of theories and policies, including 
these essays and speeches at meetings, on the build- 
ing of the socialist economy in Korea formed, partic- 
ularly in the 1960’s, during the Seven-Year Plan 
period, in an acute international atmosphere centring 
around the Korean peninsula and amidst the differ- 
ences within the socialist countries. Consequently, 
the characteristic features in the Korean theory on 
the socialist economy may, as a whole, boil down to 
the two points: first, its Juche stand runs through 
the theories and policies and a unique system of 
socialist economic theory is established; and second, 
the economic policy for the present stage is defined 
in the programme for the transition from the defini- 
tively “triumphant socialism” through the “complete- 
ly victorious socialism’”—classless society—to com- 
munism. From this angle observations will be made 
on formation of some characteristic economic theo- 
ries. The economic management and the system of 
planning will be dealt with later. 


1. ON THE “SYSTEM OF THE INDEPENDENT 
NATIONAL ECONOMY” 


President Kim Il Sung said: “To establish Juche 
means, in a word, to approach revolution and con- 
struction in one’s own country with the attitude of 
a master.” (Ibid., p. 500.) Establishing Juche means 
adhering to the independent stand of solving one’s 
problems for oneself on one’s own responsibility, and 
“maintaining the creative stand of opposing dogma- 
tism and of applying the universal principles of 
Marxism-Leninism together with the experiences of 
other countries to suit the historical conditions and 
national peculiarities of one’s own country.” (Ibid. 
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pp. 500-01.) The Juche ideology, the guiding idea of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea, is plainly explained as 
above. This idea, as President Kim I Sung points out 
himself, is a universal Marxist ideological stand and 
is “especially emphasized” in Korea, rather than 
“discovered” and “founded” in Korea. A particular 
stress was laid on the Juche ideology, on the 
establishment of Juche and, proceeding from this 
ideological stand, an independent line was systema- 
tized in politics, economy, national defence and all 
other spheres. Why was the Juche idea emphasized? 
The Workers’ Party of Korea is said to have raised 
this as a “particularly important problem” because of 
the peculiarities of the historical development of Ko- 
rea, its geographical environments and conditions, 
and of the complex and arduous nature of the Korean 
revolution. Flunkeyism had a long history in Korea. 
Coupled with dogmatism and _ factionalism, it 
had done harm to the progress of the revolu- 
tion even after liberation. This can be seen in 
many documents. President Kim Il Sung. said: 
“The harmiuiness of flunkeyism and dogmatism was 
glaringly revealed during the war, and it became all 
the more intolerable as the socialist revolution and 
socialist construction proceeded full scale after the 
war. With the trend toward opportunism spreading 
widely in the international communist movement, the 
flunkeyists and dogmatists went so far as to import 
it into our country.” (Jbid., p. 501.) Without establish- 
ing Juche and eradicating flunxeyism and dogmatism, 
it was impossible to make the revolution and construc- 
tion a success. Therefore, lines and policies for the 
revolution and construction were laid down on the 
basis of the Juche idea. This is represented by the 
principle of Juche in ideology, independence in 
politics, self-reliance in economy and self-defence in 
guarding the nation. 

In the building of the socialist economy in Korea 
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trention had long been made of the strengthening of 
its ‘independent foundations.” This was emphasized 
particularly with a view to overcoming its colonial 
nature. However, in the latter half of the i1950’s and 
in the 1960’s, self-reliance was stressed as a criticism 
on the great-power chauvinist viewpoint with regard 
to the theory on the socialist international division of 
labour. Referring to the building of heavy industry 
and especially the machine-building industry at its 
core, President Kim I] Sung pointed out that the 
“revisionists, talking about ‘international division of 
labour’, opposed our Party’s line on the building of 
heavy industry and maintained, among other things, 
that our country did not need to develop the machine- 
building industry but would do well to produce 
only minerals and other raw materials.” (Kim Il Sung, 
Selected Works, Eng. ed. Vol. IV, p. 220.) President 
Kim Il Sung clearly states: “What we Go reject is the 
great-power chauvinist tendency to check the inde- 
pendent and comprehensive development of the econ- 
omy of other countries and, furthermore, to subor- 
dinate their economy to one’s own on the pretext of 
‘economic cooperation’ and ‘international division of 
labour’.” (Ibid., p. 234.) He claims that the economy 
of socialism should be an independent economy de- 
veloped in a comprehensive way and that the building 
of an independent national economy should be the 
precondition for economic cooperation based on 
equality and mutual benefits. This claim was a theo- 
retical and practical criticism on the theory of the 
socialist international division of Jabour, which can 
be called a socialist version of the “principle of com- 
parative cost.” The theory of the socialist interna- 
tional division of labour asserts: ‘““The division of 
labour among socialist countries is a powerful factor 
that increases the tempo of industrialization and ac- 
celerates the development of industry and other 
branches. Thanks to this division of labour it is 
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possible to attain a higher rate with a less degree of 
strain than in the case where all kinds of products 
must be manufactured”; “In other words, each country 
need not create and develop all branches of heavy 
industry as is the case with the Soviet Union.” This 
theory of international division of labour with the 
Soviet Union at the centre expected socialist states 
to promote industrialization and their people’s wel- 
fare through specialization and cooperation, without 
setting up every branch of production. 

As long as there are national distinctions and 
states exist, the material and technological founda- 
tions of socialism must be built by each national 
state as a unit; and “it can be said that firm material 
and technological foundations of socialism have 
been laid in each country only when it has_ built 
a comprehensive, independent national economy 
diversified in its development, equipped with the 
latest technology and run by its own national cadres, 
using its own natural resources, raw materials and 
other supplies so that its domestic products can fully 
meet the varied and ever-growing requirements of 
economic and defence construction and the people’s 
consumption, for heavy and light industrial goods and 
farm produce.” (Ibid., p. 558. The italics are the author’s.— 
Tr.) In other words, it is a comprehensive, independent 
economic system that has diverse production branches, 
the latest technological equipment, a large army of 
native technical cadres, and secure bases of raw mate- 
rials and natural resources, so that self-sufficiency is 
guaranteed in basic products. This is not a mere crit- 
icism on the theory on the socialist international 
division of labour; it also makes it possible, domesti- 
cally, to tap and utilize the natural resources to the 
fullest and maintain a balance among different 
branches of the national economy, as well as a high 
rate of growth in production and, externally, provides 
the basic guarantee for the eradication of inequalities 
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among nations and for the transition to socialism and 
communism. 


2. THE ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE THEORY OF 
THE PERIOD OF TRANSITION 


Today in socialist countries debate is being made 
on politics and economy in the period through which 
capitalism switches over to communism or to social- 
ism, that is, the transitional period, referred to by 
Marx and Lenin. This involves the problem of the 
class struggle in socialist society; it also involves 
problems of economic policies in the period of tran- 
sition from socialism to communism and, further, of 
the function and the withering away of the proletar- 
ian dictatorship. 


The Korean theory on the transitional period 
and the dictatorship of the proletariat is quite u- 
nique. It criticizes the Right and “‘Left” opportunist 
theories. The Rightist theory regards the transitional 
period as from the establishment of a socialist state 
power to the triumph of the socialist system and 
defines the dictatorship of the proletariat as the 
political power corresponding to that period. It con- 
siders that the dictatorship of the proletariat will 
cease to exist when the transitional period is over. 
The Korean theory criticizes this viewpoint as 
advocating the cessation of the class struggle inter- 
nally and, externally, “perpetual coexistence” with 
imperialism. 

The “Leftist” view is that communism is a mat- 
ter to be solved a few hundred years or many genera- 
tions later. Hence it regards the transitional period 
as existing up to the higher stage of communism and 
claims that the dictatorship of the proletariat cor- 
responds to that period. Korea criticizes this view- 
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point as being tantamiount to not fixing the transl. 
tional period and as claiming that the transitional 
period will not terminate before world revolution is 
accomplished. President Kim I] Sung’s essay criti- 
cizes the Right and “Left” opportunist theories with 
regard to the transitional period, without naming the 
countries where these deviations are prevalent. 
Korea formulated its own theory of the  transi- 
tional period, proceeding from the reality that it car- 
ried out the socialist revolution with underdeveloped 
productive forces and is building socialism when 
imperialism still remains powerful. Following the 
establishment of a socialist system through socialist 
transformation it set a period of the “complete 
victory of socialism” and defined this period as the 
last phase of the transitional period. In essence a 
“complete socialist society” is a classless society 
where the distinctions between the working class and 
the peasantry have been eliminated. At the same 
time, it considers that the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat cannot cease to carry out its tasks even in the 
stage where communism is achieved in one country. 
Apart from the problem of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, the definition of a stage of “complete 
socialism” has a tremendous bearing on the theory 
of economic policies. It set the clear-cut goal of 
socialist construction for a state and the working 
people after the establishment of the socialist system, 
and clarified the prospects of communism. It pro- 
posed the tasks of further strengthening the material 
foundations of socialism after the establishment of 
the socialist system, increasing the productive forces 
up to the level of those of highly developed capitalist 
countries and completely eliminating the distinctions 
between the working class and the peasantry. This 
is the fundamental viewpoint of the aforementioned 
Theses on the Socialist Rural Question in Our 
Country to carry out the technical, ideological and 
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tultural revolutiois in the countryside, gradually 
obliterate the disparity between the working class 
and the peasantry in the realms of technology, 
ideology and culture and elevate cooperative proper- 
ty to the plane of all-people property. Both the work- 
ing-classization of the peasants and the approach of 
cooperative property to all-people property mean the 
substantial consolidation of the socialist system; they 
are also a course of preparing conditions for the 
transition to communism. 


3. THEORETICAL PROBLEMS OF THE 
SOCIALIST ECONOMY 


Around the time when the Seven-Year Plan was 
not fulfilled as scheduled because of the internal and 
external situation and the question of its postpone- 
ment for three years was proposed, there was a 
controversy over theoretical problems of the socialist 
economy. To answer these problems came out 
President Kim Il Sung’s On Some _ Theoretical 
Problems of the Socialist Economy. 

The first problem concerned the correlation 
between the scale of the economy and the rate of its 
development under socialism. It criticizes the view- 
point that when socialism reaches a certain stage of 
development, the reserves for the growth of produc- 
tion diminish and the further expansion of the 
economy causes the possibilities for a higner rate of 
its growth to decrease to 4-5 or 6-7 per cent a year. 
President Kim Il Sung pointed out that it was an 
extremely conservative and passive theory and as- 
serted that “Socialist society has unlimited potentiaii- 
ties for developing the economy continuously at a 
high rate inconceivable in capitalist society, and the 
further socialist construction advances and the strong- 
er the economic basis grows, the greater these 
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potentials become.” (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. 
ed., Vol. V, p. 295.) Of course, the superiority of the 
socialist economic system, the strengthening of the 
economic organizing functions of the state and the 
technical revolution constitute factors for such a rate 
of growth. However, the decisive factor is “people’s 
high revolutionary zeal”. Hence the establishment of 
the course: the ideological revolution—the revolu- 
tionization of the whole society—the technical revolu- 
tion—the leap forward in the tempo of development. 
Defining the ideological revolution as the factor for 
the development of the productive forces, this is a 
critical theory on the conservative, passive theory 
and revisionism in the building of the socialist 
economy. 


The second problem—concerning the means of 
production in the form of commodity and the use 
of the law of value in socialist society—is also highly 
controversial. Here, orthodox criticisms are offered 
to the viewpoint that only overestimates the impor- 
tance of commodity production and the law of value 
under socialism and insists on the application of the 
capitalist principle of economic management (or the 
theories on the induction of profits and on the auto- 
nomy of enterprise), as well as on the “Left” tenden- 
cy to take no account of the transitional character of 
socialism and simply negate the commodity produc- 
tion and the role of the law of value and hamper the 
rational management and operation of enterprises, 
causing wastage of means of production and manpow- 
er. The essay ascribes the existence of commodi- 
ty-money relations in socialist society to the existence 
of the social division of labour and different forms 
of ownership. It explains that commodity production 
will cease to exist when a single form of ownership 
is established, that the means of production can be 
commodities: first, when they are transferred from 
the state to the cooperative ownership; second, when 
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they are exchanged between cooperative ownerships; 
and third, when they are exported. Between state 
enterprises they are considered to assume the com- 
modity form, and this means the law of value is used 
in form. In addition transactions in the means of 
production must be conducted on the principle of 
equivalent compensation, and the use of the com- 
modity form and the commercial form in the produc- 
tion and circulation of the means of production is 
of definite significance in eliminating the wastage of 
social labour, strengthening the regime of economy 
and methodically increasing the profits of enter- 
prises and state accumulation. In assessing the prices 
it must be a principle to base them on the correct 
calculation of the socially necessary labour and set 
low prices for the mass consumption goods. This was 
a principled criticism on the tendencies of individual 
enterprises—tendencies to ignore the law and set 
high prices for the purpose of making good showings 
or increasing profits and confuse the accounting and 
distribution of the socialist economy. 

The third problem involves the theory on the 
peasant market. In substance this is a noteworthy 
theory, although the present peasant market itself 
is negligible. This is a principled criticism on the 
claims that the state should purchase all the sideline 
products of the peasants and supply them in a plan- 
ned way and that the individual sideline production 
and the peasant market run counter to the coopera- 
tive economy, foster selfishness on the part of the 
peasants and revive capitalism. Though the peasant 
market is a capitalist residue and maintains free pric- 
es and allows the law of value to operate blindly, 
because of the transitional character of the socialist 
phase, it is impossible to abolish it at once and its 
auxiliary role in meeting social demands cannot but 
be admitted. The theory asserts that the peasant 
market inevitably disappears only when the socialist 
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Industrialization is effected, the techtiical revolution 
is developed, consumer goods are enough and to 
spare and cooperative ownership is converted into 
the property of the entire people. Thus, it theoretical- 
ly clarifies the need and role of the peasant market 
in socialist society, and the conditions for its disap- 
pearance. it gives a very persuasive view at a time 
when in some socialist countries the free markets 
are depressed or expanded, and there is a tendency 
to eliminate them hastily because it leads to the 
revival of capitalism. 


II. ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT AND 
PLANNING SYSTEM 


By nature, the socialist economy has nothing to 
do with the capitalistic economic cycle, but should 
puarantee a continuous growth of the productive 
forces, and its high rate of growth should be of a 
planned and proportionate nature. Therefore, in 
order to advance the building of socialism and ef- 
fectuate transition from socialism to communism 
under the socialist system established with socialist 
transformation, it is necessary, in particular, to 
establish a socialist system of economic management 
which will give full play to the creative initiative of 
the working masses. Even the socialist countries 
have different systems of economic management 
because of different ways of transition to socialism. 

Korea’s system of economic management and 
planning is quite original, if only compared with 
that of other socialist countries and deserves atten- 
tion as a combination of socialist principles with the 
actual conditions of Korea. Let me analyse its es- 
sential aspects. 
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1. INDUSTRIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 


In the 1960’s a new industrial management sys- 
tem was established in Korea. The way had been 
paved for it by the “Chongsan-ri method”’ created in 
1960 as the Party and state organs’ principle of activ- 
ity. The point of it is that “the upper bodies fhielp 
the lower ones, superiors help their inferiors, polit- 
ical work is given priority and the masses are roused 
to carry out the revolutionary tasks.” (Kim Il Sung, 
Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. IV, p. 236.) Jt is aimed 
at giving full play to the energies of the masses by 
adhering to the principles of ‘‘the superiors assisting 
their subordinates” and “giving priority to political 
work.” The application of the Chongsan-ri method 
to industrial management gave birth to the “Taean 
work system.” The new system of enterprise manage- 
ment which is generally called the Taean system 
comprises: first, a system of collective leadership in 
which the factory Party committee is the supreme 
leading body; secondly, a system of comprehensive 
and intensive guidance to production; thirdly, the 
centralized materials supply and supply-service sys- 
tems. The first intrinsic feature of the Taean system 
is that the one-man management by the factory 
director is replaced by the collective leadership of 
the factory Party committee and the Party leadership 
system is incorporated into the system of enterprise 
management. The Party committee is composed of 
the Party secretary, the director, the deputy direc- 
tors, the chief engineer, representatives of the 
technicians and workers, and discusses and decides 
on the production plans of the enterprise and impor- 
tant questions relative to their fulfilment. The Party 
secretary is politically responsible for the commit- 
tee’s decisions and gives political guarantee for their 
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implementation. The director assumes the admin- 
istrative responsibility of their fulfilment. The 
second feature lies in the fact that an end has been 
put to the former system in which the guidance of 
production (by the director) and the guidance of 
technology (by the chief engineer) were separated 
from each other, and the departments of planning 
and production guidance which came under the 
director and the departments related to technology 
and the repair and maintenance department which 
were under the chief engineer’s control have been 
integrated into a unified leadership system directed 
by the chief engineer to form a “factory general 
staff,” so that the director bears the responsibility of 
all the administrative and economic activities con- 
nected with the management of the factory, while 
the chief engineer, as the first deputy of the director 
and the factory chief of staff, has a unified control 
of the whole process of production such as planning, 
organization of production and technical guidance 
and directs it in a unified way. The third point that 
is noteworthy is the establishment of a materials 
supply system as an application of the Chongsan-ri 
method’s principle of “superiors assisting their sub- 
ordinates.” In the unified supply of raw and other 
materials the materials supply agencies are held re- 
sponsible to the enterprises, and the materials supply 
sections of the enterprises—to the shops. Consumer 
goods and wages are delivered to the workers by the 
supply-service sections. The enterprises and shops 
need not worry about the supply of materials but 
concentrate on the carrying out of their production 
plans. All the materials are supplied through com- 
mercial form. Moreover, supply-service commissions 
are set up in the enterprises, which are headed by 
the deputy directors of the enterprises and comprise 
representatives of agro-stock farms, state-run shops 
and local power organs. These commissions under- 
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take the service work in behalf of the workers’ 
lives—housing and all. The aforesaid “general staff’ 
and the “supply-service commission’’, which seem to 
be an application of the revolutionary military theory 
to the enterprise activities, can be regarded as a 
complete organizational embodiment of the thought: 
‘““A director who is not concerned about the workers’ 
lives is not qualified for the directorship, either.” 


The Taean system is in general a system of en- 
terprise management run through with the mass line 
and a scientific system of enterprise management 
based on the objective economic laws. Further, it can 
be said that it contains elements of communism in 
itself. It is particularly noteworthy that it attaches 
a great significance to the principle of material 
incentive while basing itself on the principle of polit- 
ical and moral incentives, and adopts a form of 
distribution such as the “workteam point system”, 
which encourages collectivism. 


“The overall introduction of the new economic 
management system has enabled us to more than 
meet the requirements of the economic laws of 
socialism, properly combining political and moral 
incentives with material incentives, and centralism 
with democracy in economic management. In partic- 
ular, it has enabled us to completely overcome both 
the ‘Leftist’ deviation of ignoring the _ transitional 
character of socialist society in economic manage- 
ment and the Rightist inclination toward decentrali- 
zation in economic guidance and liberalization of 
enterprise management, that is, putting all the 
emphasis on material rather than political or moral 
incentives.’ (Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. V, 
p. 439.) 


This is an appraisal of the new economic man- 
agement systems including the systems of agricultural 
management and planning mentioned below, and 
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gives an idea of Korea’s principled stand on economic 
management. 


2. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SOCIALIST SYSTEM OF 
AGRICULTURAL GUIDANCE 


Following the completion of cooperation in 1958 
and the ri-unit amalgamation of the cooperatives, 
agricultural construction was accelerated in Korea. 
Radical measures were taken: the reorganization of 
agricultural management on the basis of the 
“Chongsan-ri method” in 1960, the reform of the 
system of agricultural guidance with the county co- 
operative farm management committee as its pivot 
in 1961, the change of the “cooperatives” into “‘co- 
operative farms” in 1962, and the publication of the 
theses on the rural question in 1964. 

The change of the cooperative into the co- 
operative farm was not in name only but it meant a 
substantial remoulding of the organization of agri- 
cultural production in keeping with the establishment 
of the county cooperative farm management com- 
mittees. As will be mentioned later, it was a change- 
over to a new agricultural management organization 
in which all-people property and cooperative property 
would be directly and organically welded in the 
course of production with the strengthened state 
guidance and assistance, which could hardly be ex- 
pected from the “cooperative’s” independent man- 
agement. Thus, the cooperative farms are not co- 
operatives which were simply based on cooperative 
ownership. “The Party transferred the direction of 
the rural economy from the county people’s commit- 
tees to the newly established county co-operative 
farm management committees, placing all the agro- 
technicians and state enterprises directly engaged in 
agriculture under their authority. The county co- 
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operative farm management committees were thus 
charged with the task of giving direct guidance to the 
co-operative farms and ‘providing material and 
technical assistance from the state to the rural econ- 
omy. While organizing the county co-operative farm 
management committees, our Party also established 
provincial rural economy committees and reorganized 
the Ministry of Agriculture—now the Agricultural 
Commission—so as to strengthen the scientific and 
technical guidance of agriculture.” (Ibid., pp. 436-37.) 

A coherent system of agricultural management 
and guidance was set up, which embraces the Agri- 
cultural Commission, the provincial rural economy 
committees, the county cooperative farm management 
committees and the cooperative farms and, as a 
result, the former system of administrative guidance 
by the people’s committees gave way to a system of 
industrial guidance. The county cooperative farm 
management committee forms the main link in the 
chain of the guidance and management of the co- 
operative farms, the production sites, and its nature, 
duties and functions are as follows: 

First, the county cooperative farm management 
committee is the organ which gives direct leadership 
to the cooperative farms by the industrial method of 
management; secondly, the committee exercises uni- 
fied control over all enterprises—farm machine sta- 
tions, farm implement factories, irrigation admin- 
istration offices, anti-epizootic centres, etc., and all 
enterprises, technical equipment and technical forces 
which belong to the state and serve agriculture, and 
strengthen the technical and economic assistance to 
the cooperative farms; thirdly, the committee helps 
the cooperative farms to work out production plans 
and ensure their implementation and the supply of 
materials; fourthly, the committee sees to the im- 
provement of soil and seeds and the establishment of a 
manuring system; fifthly, the committee allocates 
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manpower and fixes work norms through proper 
labour administration; sixthly, the committee directs 
and supervises the farms’ financial activities and 
socialist distribution; and seventhly, the committee 
trains technical personnel through the strengthening 
of technical education. 

The committee has specialized departments—a 
planning and a technical guidance departments in 
charge of the chief engineer, a labour, a book-keeping 
guidance, a construction and an anti-epizootic de- 
partments in charge of the vice-chairman for admin- 
istrative affairs, a materials supply department for 
the cooperative farms, a materials supply depart- 
ment for the enterprises under the committee and a 
transport department in charge of the vice-chairman 
for supply work. And these form a unified system 
of industrial guidance—the systems of technical 
guidance, water supply guidance, materials supply 
guidance, labour administration, and finance and 
book-keeping guidance. 

The MTS’s assistance to the kolkhoz in the Soviet 
Union before was technical assistance but it had noth- 
ing to do with comprehensive guidance to the produc- 
tion activities of the cooperative economy. And the 
former system in Korea centered about the admin- 
istrative guidance by the county people’s commit- 
tees, and the enterprises and the farms were separat- 
ed from each other. With the founding of the man- 
agement committees it became possible for the state 
to give direct leadership to the cooperative farms by 
the industrial method of management. This meant 
that the method of guidance and management of the 
rural economy was broughi closer to the industrial 
method of management and that there arose produc- 
tion ties between industry and agriculture and their 
contacts were strengthened. At the present stage the 
management of the rural economy differs from the 
management of industrial enterprises in that the 
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county cooperative farm management committee 
controls and manages the means of production in an 
undivided way and that it is at all events a leading 
body and not integrated with the farms. And through 
the county cooperative farm management committee 
the production ties between all-people property and 
cooperative property are further strengthened organ- 
ically and the leadership of all-people property is 
intensified, thus further increasing the state share 
in the value of agricultural products. In certain so- 
cialist countries industry and agriculture are con- 
nected through commercial ties; cooperative proper- 
ty and all-people property are strictly differentiated; 
private vegetable gardens in the cooperatives are 
maintained as they are or tend to increase; the gaps 
between cooperatives are widening. All this can be 
said to go against the trend of socialist development 
in agriculture. 


Under Korea’s system of agricultural guidance 
the cooperative farms are no longer independent 
production units, but the lowest units of the socialist 
agricultural system organized on a nationwide scale, 
and the cooperative economic bodies, in the true 
sense of the words, began to break up. Under such 
guidance and management, transition has begun 
towards a “complete socialist society” which knows 
no distinctions between the workers and the peasants. 
I think herein lies the great significance of the new 
system of agricultural management. 


3. UNIFIED AND DETAILED PLANNING 


One of the principal disputes about the socialist 
economy in the 1960’s concerned the question of 
“centralism and decentralization” in the planning of 
the national economy and economic management, 
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and the question on centralized planning and the 
independence of enterprises. 

Korea’s planning system is called a ‘“‘unified and 
detailed” system and of a very strongly centralized 
character as compared with that in the Soviet Union 
and the East European countries. In Korea it is called 
“a new planning system which combines democratic 
centralism with the mass line.” 

What is most important in the planned develop- 
ment of the socialist economy is to ensure the balance 
between different branches in a planned way. “Plan- 
ned development of the economy means first of all 
the maintenance of an accurate equilibrium between 
the different branches of the national economy. To 
ensure the balance is the basis of planning, and this 
is the most important task of the planning bodies.” 
(Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. IV, p. 254.) 
To ensure the proper proportions between accumula- 
tion and consumption, between industry and agricul- 
ture, between the industrial branches and, further, 
between productive and non-productive investments 
and to make it possible for the national economy to 
develop at a high rate is the planned economy of 
socialism. 

Unified planning in Korea means that “the state 
planning bodies and the planning cells across the 
nation make up a single planning system to 
thoroughly ensure the unity of planning under the 
unified guidance of the State Planning Commission.” 
(Ibid., p. 266.) In 1964 a measure was taken to reor- 
ganize the former system in which planning had been 
done separately in each branch of the national 
economy, so as to set up systematized planning bodies 
ranging from the State Planning Commission to the 
state planning departments of the enterprises, and to 
subordinate the planning departments of the organi- 
zations at all levels, belonging to the central bodies 
and the enterprises, both to their own organiza- 
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tions and enterprises and to the state planning bodies, 
as the “limbs and cells of the State Planning Com- 
mission.” This unified the planning work of all eco- 
nomic branches and enterprises on a_ centralized 
basis. 

Detailed planning means coordinating economic 
activities down to minor details and organically 
integrating all plans ranging from plans for produc- 
tion and supply of individual machine parts in the 
lowest units to the plan for the development of the 
national economy as a whole. 

It is said that thanks to this unified and detailed 
planning system the bureaucracy and subjectivism 
of the state planning bodies and the departmentalism 
and regionalism of the producers which were mani- 
fested before, are eliminated, and the state plans 
and the activities of the enterprises are integrated. 

Plans are worked out by the prevalent “balance 
methods.” To begin with, “preliminary figures” are 
put forward on the basis of the discussions held in 
production units. Basing itself on these figures, the 
State Planning Commission prepares and distributes 
“draft control figures” for discussion by the masses 
at the production units, which, according to the mass 
discussion, work out and present their “draft plans.” 
Then, on the basis of these plans, the state plans are 
decided on and sent down. It is said that tens of 
thousands of specific indices are indicated in the 
“attached lists of detailed control figures.” Through 
this circulation between the workers at production 
units and the State Planning Commission the mass 
basis is laid for carrying out the plans. 

This system markedly differs from both the 
Soviet and East European and the Yugoslav pattern, 
and its validity has to be judged by facts—the growth 
rate of the national economy and its balanced nature 
and the qualitative improvement of the socialist 
economy. 
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THE SOCIALIST RURAL THESES’ SIGNI- 
FICANCE FOR AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY 


Hishinuma Tatsuya 


FORMER PROFESSOR OF TOKYO INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION AND MEMBER OF JAPAN 
SCIENCE COUNCIL 


REPORT AT THE SEMINAR HELD IN TOKYO ON 
MAY 18, 1974 ON THE OCCASION OF THE 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG’S THESES ON THE 
SOCIALIST RURAL QUESTION IN OUR COUNTRY 


I feel it a great honour to have been allowed here 
today to deal with President Kim Il Sung’s Theses 
on the Socialist Rural Question in Our Country. 

Being one of Japanese agricultural students, I was 
harassed by agricultural problems, but President 
Kim Il Sung’s Theses has cured my headache. 

To begin with, I would like to tell you how I 
became acquainted with his Theses. 

I studied veterinary science at school. As a 
veterinary scientist, I should say that after the war 
Japan’s agriculture faced many problems. As the 
war was over, a rumour went forth that now the 
centre of gravity of Japan’s agriculture would be 
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shifted from barley and rice production to stock- 
breeding. 

Stockbreeding researchers were quite delighted 
to hear this. However, I was inclined to think that 
would be impossible, because of the characteristic 
features of Japan’s agriculture. At the time authori- 
tative scholars would often propagate that cultured 
people eat much livestock foodstuffs or that bread 
makes people intelligent. Now, I should say it was a 
sort of political drama, because soon afterwards large 
quantities of farm produce were imported from the 
US as feed for domestic animals. Their prices had 
not been steady, however. You probably know how 
much Japanese stock farmers are suffering from the 
high prices of the imported feed. 

Thirteen years ago, in 1961, the ‘Agricultural 
Standard Law” was enacted, and work was started to 
improve the structure of agriculture. Even at that 
time, animal husbandry was considered to have 
bright prospects as Japanese agriculture’s future 
form of existence. 

In those days a stock-raising specialist who was 
a friend of mine returned from his visit to West 
European countries. I asked him about the prospects 
of stock raising in Japan. He replied that if the feed 
could not be produced here, animal husbandry would 
be hopeless. Later, I wondered whether there was 
a successful stockbreeding country, and talked with 
a Korean about the problem. The story reached the 
ears of professors of Choson University. I was told 
by one of them that the Democratic People’s Re- 
public of Korea was managing the animal husbandry 
such as I had been looking for. This was how I came 
to obtain President Kim Il Sung’s celebrated work, 
Theses on the Socialist Rural Question in Our 
Country. 

Since then, that booklet has always been on my 
desk. 
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Now let me touch on this Theses. 
First, with regard to respect for man pervading 
through this work. 


As you see, it is entitled Theses on the Socialist 
Rural Question in Our Country. So it deals with the 
rural question arising after the establishment of a 
socialist system. Japan is a capitalist country. I 
pondered over why the Theses has so much appeal 
to us who are studying agriculture in a capitalist 
country. In my opinion, the reason is that this work 
is permeated with a high degree of humanism, So- 
cialist humanism. 


President Kim II Sung teaches that the require- 
ment of the Juche idea is to attach the greatest 
importance to man in every respect and serve man. 

I learned this rich humanity from the Theses. 

I believe that the Theses captivates our hearts 
with so great a force because it is supported by this 
humanity. 

Second, I want to refer to the fact that the 
constitution of agriculture was coherently grasped. 

A bureaucratic, autocratic way of thinking 
prevails in our current agricultural policy and the 
work of reorganizing the agricultural structure. 

They claim that in order to streamline the struc- 
ture of Japan’s agriculture it is necessary, first, to 
enlarge paddies and introduce tractors, large tractors 
at that, and cultivate the land on a corresponding 
scale. 


Otherwise, it will be impossible to lower the 
production cost and, accordingly, Japan will not be 
able to match foreign agriculture, and the farmers 
will starve. It is alleged that this reorganization is 
inevitable whether it is demanded by our farmers. 

Furthermore, in agricultural management, live- 
stock breeding and fruit-growing have been picked 
out, expanded and consolidated, ignoring the fact that 
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agriculture has so far been centred around rice 
cultivation. This does not in the least reflect the will 
of the farmers who are sweating for Japan’s agricul- 
ture and leaves them out of consideration. On the 
contrary, the Theses points out: “Agriculture in our 
country has a number of specific features with regard 
to its natural and _ geographical conditions, its 
structure of crop acreage and its system of land culti- 
vation”; “intensification of agriculture” is the basic 
policy of the Party in farming; and “the most 
important crop in agricultural production is grains....” 

It also points out: “The immediate task in grain 
production is to increase rice output and markedly 
raise total grain yields, so as to assure sufficient sup- 
ply of rice for all the people and to lay solid founda- 
tions for the further development of all the other 
branches of agriculture including stockbreeding.” 
(Ibid., p. 52.) 

This policy is totally different from Japan’s 
reorganization of agricultural structure. 

In my opinion, this policy led to the agricultural 
as well as industrial development in the DPRK and, 
further, to the emergence of the first taxless country 
in the world. This policy is founded on a fundamen- 
tally different way of thinking from that of Japan’s 
reorganization of agricultural structure. The Theses 
mentions specific features in each country. I express 
these features in common parlance: “constitution of 
agriculture.” Even Tesca, a scholar hired by Japan 
in Meiji era, emphasized this point. In those days 
some stressed the need to refashion Japan’s frag- 
mentized agricultural production into stockbreeding 
in such a way as to set up large stock farms. Refuting 
this claim, he said that taking into consideration 
the Japanese people’s food question for the coming 
one hundred years, stress had to be laid on rice and 
barley as before while animal husbandry had to be 
made to play an auxiliary role and that a large-scale 
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stockbreeding had no prospects. That was a very 
correct proposal. 

This notwithstanding, the specific feature, or the 
“constitution” of agriculture, is slighted in Japan. 

One’s acknowledgement of the specific features of 
the agriculture of one’s own country, or its “constitu- 
tion’? emanates from one’s love for one’s people. 

President Kim I] Sung stresses the need to enable 
all his people always to eat rice. 

I think he Jays a particular emphasis on this 
because, unlike south Korea, north Korea could not 
develop agriculture before liberation. 

There is a film ‘‘A New Song over Huchi-ryong 
Pass” which was produced in 1964. I saw it five 
times. Now I’m going to tell you about comments 
on this film which I exchanged with my friends. 

First, on the utility of land. Even in a mountain 
region like Huchi-ryong Pass, the fields were planted 
with red pepper and the sloping land with apple 
trees, under which beans and pumpkins were culti- 
vated. I could see the farming was quite intensive 
there. Apple trees are huge; old trees are well 
cared for, and one apple tree bears as many as ten 
thousand fruits. 

You cannot see this sort of thing in Japan. Apples 
are grown side by side with tobacco, because the 
nicotine issuing from tobacco leaves exterminates 
insects on the apples. There are many similar in- 
stances. All the local conditions and potentials are put 
to practical use and turned to good account. 

If maize, dry-field rice, potatoes, peaches, 
chestnuts, pears and other crops are put together, 
the per-chongbo yield amounts to eight tons. From 
this we can see how effectively land is used and how 
much the method of intensive farming is developed. 

In addition, wherever there is water, there are 
ducks and carp. Many pigs and rabbits are raised. 

Agriculture is focussed on crop farming and the 
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basis of animal husbandry is duck and hog raising. 
Production is boosted by cultivating crops adaptable 
to their soil; by virtue of this, the strength of agri- 
culture itself is accumulated, and by relying on this 
strength a new crop cultivation or stockbreeding is 
undertaken and expanded. 

Also, in the film plenty of flowers are seen 
everywhere. They are in full bloom on the roadside; 
railway workers are seen launching a campaign to 
plant flowers along the railways. 

In Japan the farmers produce costly flowers. But 
the customers do not buy them to admire them at 
home. The office employee takes them to his section 
chief, the section chief to his department director, 
and the department director to the president of his 
company. Cucumbers are picked and sold before 
they are fully grown, because it is more profitable. 
The question is, whether or not farm crops are culti- 
vated on the right soil by making the best of the 
land; also, the question is, whether or not agricultur- 
al production is carried out in the interest of the 
people. These two aspects are closely related with 
each other. What is important is to produce what 
people like. What is important is to have farm pro- 
duce tasted and appraised by the people themselves. 

The film shows a vast expanse of plain where 
there is plenty of irrigation water for rice-transplant- 
ing season. The water seems to be too much for 
farming alone. It must be used also for industry. 
The film leads me to think that with industry’s all- 
out support, agriculture is run and rice is planted. 

The weight of grain, vegetable, fruit, animal 
products and fish produced by the Chongsan Coop- 
erative Farm shows the ratio of grain and vegetable 
as 10 each to fruit, animal products and fish as 1 
each. This shows how diversified the agricultural 
production is. 


It seems that, as President Kim II] Sung said, they 
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are successfully implementing the policy of rapidly 
increasing grain production, above all, while, at the 
same time, augmenting the output of fruit and ani- 
mal products. 

As for Japan, it has slighted rice cultivation, con- 
centrating on livestock breeding, and met the failure 
of today. In case of fruit-growing, tangerine cultiva- 
tion was encouraged in the past, and tangerine trees 
were even planted on paddies. In the Kyusyu area, 
however, the tangerine trees are now being uprooted 
and burnt on the paddies. 


On the contrary, in the DPRK the line of taking 
the “constitution” of agriculture into due considera- 
tion is gaining steady successes. This requires grave 
reflection. 

Third, on respect for the farmers and their trans- 
formation. 

Unlike Japan’s agricultural policy, the Theses does 
not detach the farmers’ production from their lives. 

Japan follows the production-first policy. Of 
course, the improvement of their living conditions 
is discussed. However, they claim: “it is impossible 
without money”; and they give priority to produc- 
tion always oblivious of the farmers’ lives and hu- 
manity. 

People are not respected in production, either. As 
an example, I would like to cite the size of paddies. 
The introduction of farm machinery makes it imper- 
ative to amalgamate small tracts of land and en- 
large paddies. The Japanese Ministry of Agriculture 
is proposing a standard paddy to be 30 metres in 
width and 100 metres in length. 

In Korea the size is determined according to the 
work norm of the farmers. The smallest paddy is 20 
by 40 metres and the largest 90 by 120 metres. The 
disparity is 14 times. The sizes are varied. Different 
types of farm machines are also manufactured. There 
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is a variety of pigs and cattle. They make the best use 
of local conditions. 

I hold the view that this is also prompted by 
respect for man. 

The Theses gives the first thought to man even 
in production. Production is man’s struggle to con- 
quer nature. The master of this struggle is man. The 
master of agriculture is the farmer. Agriculture can- 
not advance unless his creativity and talent are 
enlisted. The film well showed that whenever giving 
his on-the-spot guidance to co-op farms, President 
Kim I Sung makes all his efforts to bring the farm- 
ers’ creativity and talent into fullest play. A co-op 
farm member makes all haste to fetch a chair for 
the President, who has made an unexpected visit. 
Without waiting for him, the President squats on the 
ground and has a chat with farmers; their faces 
brighten. I often saw a scene like this. 

I perceived another aspect that the Theses stress- 
es. That is the endeavours to remould the farmers 
into men of a new type, at the same time as respect- 
ing them. Namely, the transformation of the peas- 
antry. This is what the three revolutions—technical, 
cultural and ideological revolutions—aim at. These 
revolutions are related to each other though they 
have different aspects. Therefore, the three revolu- 
tions always function as one in remoulding the 
farmers. However, the Theses emphasizes that top 
priority must be given to the ideological revolution. 
Even after agricultural cooperativization the survi- 
vals of outworn ideas do not disappear in a day or 
two. Moreover, there may be a danger of their 
penetration from outside. Hence, the ideological rev- 
olution to equip the farmers with new ideas presents 
itself as the most important task. 

As for the cultural revolution it is an important 
revolutionary task to elevate the cultural and techni- 
cal standards of the farmers, train technical cadres 
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for the countryside, change the old face of the rural 
areas, liquidate all backward ways of living and 
customs and build up hygienic and cultured lives. 

In my opinion, the cultural revolution is a great 
task to transform people into men of a new type 
and it aims at the establishment of a higher degree 
of humanity. 

In fact, it is a broad and deep-going movement 
whereby various publications are circulated in large 
numbers to the rural areas and the _ broad 
segments of farmers take part in mass literary 
and art activities. It deals with specific problems 
closely connected with life—building bathhouses in 
the countryside, laying water pipes to relieve women 
of the burden of carrying water, improving wedding 
ceremonies and memorial services and rectifying the 
old wasteful mode and way of life and simplifying 
and improving them so that they will be truly aus- 
picious and commemorative. Particularly profound 
concern is always directed to different ceremonial 
functions and all work is conducted with such care 
as gratifies the farmers. 

This sort of cultural revolution is quite a painstak- 
ing task and a great work of tremendous significance. 

The same may be said of the ideological revolu- 
tion to which the Theses attaches the greatest impor- 
tance. For instance, the farmers are to be armed 
more firmly with the spirit of love for labour; the 
spirit of opposing the old, aspiring for the new, and 
cherishing the future must be cultivated among the 
farmers; and they must be equipped with revolution- 
ary optimism. This tells that their study is not for 
study’s sake nor is their theory for theory’s sake. 

I have seen the opera “The Flower Girl’. Ggot 
Bun, the heroine, who lives in tears repeatedly sings: 
“What shall I do? How shall I eke out my living?...” 
Though gripped by sorrow, however, she dreams of 
the morrow. Japan has no such performance, no such 
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education. In Japan art leads people to evade 
hardships and paralyzes their consciousness. Even 
travelling benumbs it. Unless the critical ability of 
many farmers in a hard lot is cultivated, it 1s 
impossible to organize a forceful struggle against the 
government policies such as that of improving agrl- 
cultural structure and we shall be critics devoid of 
practical ability. 

Fourth, on the meticulous guidance to the 
peasants. 

I will refer to the county cooperative farm man- 
agement committee which is considered most impor- 
tant in the system of agricultural guidance. 

The county cooperative farm tanagement com- 
mittee, maintaining unified control over the agro- 
technicians and over such state enterprises in the 
service of agriculture as the farm-machine stations, 
farm implement factories and irrigation administra- 
tion offices, organizes and guides the management 
activities of the cooperative farms directly on the 
spot. 

What is important above all is to decisively 
improve the work methods of the personnel of the 
management committee. They should entirely dis- 
card the old administrative methods of work and 
should always guide the cooperative farms by the 
industrial methods of management in keeping with 
the original duty of the management committee. 

Work with people is the basis of all activities. 

An important question in giving guidance to 
regionally dispersed work centres like those of the 
rural areas is to designate a certain area as the unit 
of unified guidance in each locality and, with it as 
a base, to give direct guidance to all work centres 
within that area. The size of this unit must be moder- 
ate, and within the bounds of the unit there must be 
no significant differences in natural, geographical or 
other conditions. 
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The above-mentioned is the part pointing to the 
importance of the county in guiding agriculture. 

In Japan, when cities, towns or villages ‘were 
amalgamated and agricultural cooperatives merged, 
their bounds were determined from above, for 
administrative conveniences. 

In Korea they were decided from below in order 
to ensure the regional interests of the farmers, the 
industrial method of management, work with people 
and unified guidance. 

We must note that this is different from the 
Japanese way. 

The Theses says that the functions of the local 
industry factories built in each county are to boost 
the farmers’ incomes and to further stimulate the 
agricultural and sideline production in the country- 
side; that, as for trade, the county must give special 
attention to improving the services for the farmers, 
as well as the supply of commodities to the country- 
side; and that, in this way, the rural ri should 
become not only solid cells of agricultural produc- 
tion, but also excellent cells of supply and service to 
the farmers. 

In fact, excellent solutions are furnished to 
problems of attaching importance to the county, giv- 
ing state guidance to the peasantry, exerting urban 
influence on the countryside, raising agricultural 
management to the level of industrial management 
and eliminating regional disparities. 

Here is rightfully pervaded with the idea that 
masters of agriculture are the farmers. 

Fifth and finally, I am going to touch on the ori- 
entation of agricultural research. 

As an agricultural researcher I would like to tell 
you what I have always in my mind as regards the 
orientation of agricultural research. 

To tell the truth, last autumn when the DPRK 
scientists came to Japan, I had an opportunity to hear 
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their views at a hotel. I remember that the Korean 
delegates said to the effect that they were engaged 
in research for the welfare of the Korean people. At 
this, one of Japanese scientists remarked: “We are 
endeavouring for the independent, democratic and 
coordinated development of science, and we hope 
that its achievements will be properly reflected and 
disseminated in the people’s life.” 

If my expression is not so erroneous, there is a 
considerable difference between the former and the 
latter. If things go as the Japanese scientist said, 
there is a great possibility of scientific activity being 
dictated from above. Hence, the danger of our sink- 
ing into science-first principle. 

And, in fact, as far as agronomy is concerned, 
quite a few progressive researchers are being criti- 
cized by our farmers for their failure to conduct 
researches which are helpful to them. Generally, 
they oppose the structural improvement carried on 
by the authorities concerned, but the reality is that 
they are making a study of farm machines needed 
for this work and, consequently, following the govern- 
ment policy. 

I presume that setting the orientation of agro- 
nomical research is not so simple a matter in the 
DPRK, too. 

Therefore, in a sense, the cultural revolution and 
the establishment of Juche must be vital not only to 
the farmers but also to the scientists. This is really 
significant in the work of creating a new Korea, I 
should say. 

In other words, I believe that the cultural rev- 
olution and the struggle to arm oneself with the 
Juche ideology are of tremendous significance in the 
building of a new Korea. 


Printed in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 


No. 474273 


